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Hunting and its imagery continued to play a significant role in archaic and
classical Greece long after hunting had ceased being a necessity for survival in
everyday life. Drawing on vase paintings, sculpture, inscriptions, and other
literary evidence, Judith Barringer reexamines the theme of the hunt and shows
how the tradition it depicts helped maintain the dominance of the ruling social
groups.

Along with athletics and battle, hunting was a defining activity of the masculine
aristocracy and was crucial to the efforts of the Athenian elite to control the
social agenda, even as their political power declined. The Hunt in Ancient Greece
examines descriptions of hunting in initiation rituals as well as the ideals of
masculinity and adulthood such rites of passage promoted. Barringer argues that
depictions of the hunt in literature and art also served as striking metaphors for
the intricacies of courtship, shedding light on sexuality and gender roles.
Through an exploration of various representations of the hunt, Barringer provides
extraordinary insight into Athenian society.
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Hunting and its imagery continued to play a significant role in archaic and classical Greece long after
hunting had ceased being a necessity for survival in everyday life. Drawing on vase paintings, sculpture,
inscriptions, and other literary evidence, Judith Barringer reexamines the theme of the hunt and shows how
the tradition it depicts helped maintain the dominance of the ruling social groups.

Along with athletics and battle, hunting was a defining activity of the masculine aristocracy and was crucial
to the efforts of the Athenian elite to control the social agenda, even as their political power declined. The
Hunt in Ancient Greece examines descriptions of hunting in initiation rituals as well as the ideals of
masculinity and adulthood such rites of passage promoted. Barringer argues that depictions of the hunt in
literature and art also served as striking metaphors for the intricacies of courtship, shedding light on sexuality
and gender roles. Through an exploration of various representations of the hunt, Barringer provides
extraordinary insight into Athenian society.
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Editorial Review

Review

Judith M. Barringer's book is an important one, precise, full of interesting details, mature, controversial in a
positive way, highly recommendable... [It] marks an étape in the study of Greek imaginary. The extensive
use of iconography is masterful.

(Charles Delattre Bryn Mawr Classical Review)

This book is well written and skillfully and persuasively argued. It assembles a wealth of literary and artistic
sources for hunting and performs an invaluable service in asking us to look and, more importantly, showing
us how to look at the social ideology behind artistic and literary imagery.

(Mary Ann Eaverly American Historical Review)

Judith Barringer's study of the hunt in Greek art is an exemplary work that sheds new light on the social
dimension of the art and some of its themes.

(Mark Stansbury-O'Donnell CAA.Reviews)

The Hunt in Ancient Greece is a mature, well-argued, and well-documented study of the theme of the hunt in
archaic and classical Greece, making excellent use of both literary and pictorial sources. The materials
collected are exhaustive, and Barringer describes and interprets them with exemplary clarity and caution.
This is an excellent contribution: learned, intelligent, informative.

(David Konstan, Brown University)

In this lucid and intelligent study, Barringer skillfully analyzes the imagery of Greek hunting and pursues its
connections with warfare, sex, and death. A fine example of the art historian's craft.

(Andrew Stewart, University of California, Berkeley)

From the Publisher
"The Hunt in Ancient Greece is a mature, well-argued, and well-documented study of the theme of the hunt
in archaic and classical Greece, making excellent use of both literary and pictorial sources. The materials
collected are exhaustive, and Barringer describes and interprets them with exemplary clarity and caution.
This is an excellent contribution: learned, intelligent, informative."—David Konstan, Brown University

"In this lucid and intelligent study, Barringer skillfully analyses the imagery of Greek hunting and pursues its
connections with warfare, sex, and death. A fine example of the art historian's craft."—Andrew Stewart,
University of California, Berkeley
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Judith M. Barringer is Professor of Greek Art and Archaeology at the University of Edinburgh.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Becker:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important usually. The book The Hunt in Ancient Greece seemed to be making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The guide The Hunt in Ancient Greece is not only giving you more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship while using book The Hunt in Ancient Greece. You never feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Jackie Thompson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Hunt in Ancient Greece book
as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Richard Jimenez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is usually The Hunt in Ancient Greece.

Ian Bracy:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Hunt in Ancient Greece can make you really feel more interested to read.
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