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How do we know what happened in the past? We cannot go back, and no amount
of historical data can enable us to understand with absolute certainty what life
was like “then.” It is easy to demolish the very idea of historical knowing, but it
is impossible to demolish the importance of historical knowing. In an age of
cable television pundits and anonymous bloggers dueling over history, the value
of owning history increases at the same time as our confidence in history as a
way of knowing crumbles. Historical knowledge thus presents a paradox — the
more it is required, the less reliable it has become. To reconcile this paradox —
that history is impossible but necessary — Peter Charles Hoffer proposes a
practical, workable philosophy of history for our times, one that is robust and
realistic, and that speaks to anyone who reads, writes and teaches history.

Covering a sweeping range of philosophies (from ancient history to game
theory), methodological approaches to writing history, and the advantages and
disadvantages of different strategies of argument, Hoffer constructs a philosophy
of history that is reasonable, free of fallacy, and supported by appropriate
evidence that is itself tenable.
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enable us to understand with absolute certainty what life was like “then.” It is easy to demolish the very idea
of historical knowing, but it is impossible to demolish the importance of historical knowing. In an age of
cable television pundits and anonymous bloggers dueling over history, the value of owning history increases
at the same time as our confidence in history as a way of knowing crumbles. Historical knowledge thus
presents a paradox — the more it is required, the less reliable it has become. To reconcile this paradox —
that history is impossible but necessary — Peter Charles Hoffer proposes a practical, workable philosophy of
history for our times, one that is robust and realistic, and that speaks to anyone who reads, writes and teaches
history.

Covering a sweeping range of philosophies (from ancient history to game theory), methodological
approaches to writing history, and the advantages and disadvantages of different strategies of argument,
Hoffer constructs a philosophy of history that is reasonable, free of fallacy, and supported by appropriate
evidence that is itself tenable.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Hoffer expands the theory of history beyond its usual narrow confines. A readable and instructive book on a
complex topic.”
-Choice

“[C]onsistently amusing and edifying throughout. [Hoffer] demonstrates an extraordinary mastery of a wide
variety of materials. He’s a mature historian at peak form.”
-Peter Onuf,author of The Mind of Thomas Jefferson

“Hoffer has a knack for using contemporary situations that will eventually be topics for historical writing.”
-Claire Potter,Wesleyan University

“A rattlingly good read….[S]trongly recommend[ed]…in any teaching context where students of history are
being asked to reflect philosophically upon the nature of their subject.”
-American Historical Review

“The Historians’ Paradox can be read with profit by practitioners and graduate students because it is more
insightful, better balanced, and more concise then most recent books on the nature of the historical
enterprise.”
-The Journal of American History

About the Author

Peter Charles Hoffer is Distinguished Research Professor of History at the University of Georgia. He has
authored and co-authored more than twenty books, including Past Imperfect: Facts, Fictions, and Fraud in
American History from Bancroft and Parkman to Ambrose, Bellesiles, Ellis and Goodwin and The Supreme
Court: An Essential History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Phillip Chadwick:

This The Historians’ Paradox: The Study of History in Our Time are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Historians’ Paradox: The Study of
History in Our Time can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Historians’ Paradox: The Study of History in Our
Time forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Molly Salazar:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Historians’ Paradox: The Study of History in Our Time.

Robert Bryant:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is The Historians’ Paradox: The Study of History in Our Time.

Wendy Fuller:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is named of book The Historians’ Paradox: The Study of History in Our Time. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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