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Taking itstitle from Danger Mouse's pioneering mashup of Jay-Z's The Black
Album and the Beatles The White Album, Kevin Y oung's encyclopedic book
combines essay, cultural criticism, and lyrical chorusesto illustrate the African
American tradition of lying?storytelling, telling tales, fibbing, improvising,
"jazzing." What emergesis a persuasive argument for the many ways that
African American culture is American culture, and for the centrality of art?and
artfulness?o our daily life. Moving from gospel to soul, funk to freestyle, Y oung
sifts through the shadows, the bootleg, the remix, the grey areas of our history,
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Editorial Review
Review

“In his new work of literary and cultural criticism, The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness, the
accomplished poet Kevin Y oung unearths, orchestrates, improvises and imagines lies and more lies--in short,
American history. . . . Who isthe liar, who the thief, who istelling whose history, and who is keeping score?
Y oung forces us to contemplate who controls the music.” ?David Shields, The New York Times Book Review,
Editor's Choice

“Equal parts blues shout, church sermon, interpretive dance, TED talk, lit-crit manifesto and mixtape, the
poet Kevin Young's first nonfiction book, The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness, is an ambitious
blast of fact and feeling, a nervy piece of performance art. . . . ['Y oung] makes a series of sly arguments for
black art's centrality in American culture writ large.” ?New York Times

“In hisfirst prose book, an expansive and radiantly interpretive exploration of 'black creativity,' [Kevin

Y oung] proves to be an exceptionally fluent, evocative, deep-diving, and bracing critic. . . . Young reads,
listens, and observes with acute, questing attention, following 'underground railroads of meaning' and tracing
artistic lineages and bursts of fresh invention. Asintricate and ingenious as his critiques are, Young is
confiding, poignant, appreciative, witty, and poetic.” ?Booklist (starred review)

“[An] elegant and informative study. . . . Young moves through slave narratives and spirituals and beatniks
and funk in a multifaceted yet coherent work comprising history, analysis, and theory. Y oung offers fresh,
incisive assessments of myriad writers and musicians, performers al of the storytelling and counterfeiting
conventions and traditions.” ?Publishers Weekly

“The pleasuresin The Grey Album. . . are not just those of learning erudite details of black American
history, but also those of hearing the impassioned impressions of a poet diving deep into his own personal
history. Y oung entertains as much as he teaches and broadens our understanding of the unifying threads of
Americas unigue cultural traditions.” ?Shelf Awareness

“The mind of poet Kevin Y oung's career has shimmered with the breadth of African-American culture, a
place to explore, to dig deep and find riches to condense, jewelsto polish. . . . Y oung's subjects range from
W.E.B. DuBoisto Notorious B.I.G. to Sojourner Truth to James Baldwin to James Brown to Colson
Whitehead to Alice Walker to Wu-Tang Clan to Louis Armstrong. [On] any given page of The Grey Album. .
.. Young draws together these disparate artists in the common tradition and form of storying.” ?Creative
Loafing Atlanta

“Thisisanarrative of surprises--a book of secrets, too, though many of those secrets, as we discover, are
cunningly hidden in plain sight (or in plain speech). The Grey Album investigates, even asit also performs,
an American covert history--the stories behind any official or familiar story--as well as some emblematic
escapes from and into American history. Veering across many vernaculars, from literature into music, theory
into autobiography, Kevin Y oung writes cultural criticism of the most audacious, skillful, and ultimately
touching sort.” ?Robert Polito, judge's statement for the Graywolf Nonfiction Prize

“Kevin Young's The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness is a page-turning dynamo. Here's a surge
that nudges the reader into a bluesy terrain; its panoramic wit and critical certainty cut through the hokum
and reveal atimbre of endurance. The Grey Album resonates like a spasm band, generating waves of intimate



discourse on black music, literature, entertainment, culture, folklore, and American history. The collection of
essaysis propelled by a kinetic passion that's heroic, tessellating on the page into its postmodern shape. This
poet-critic has created an unforgettable, robust trove of insights and lyrical gestures for us to query and
embrace.” ?Yusef Komunyakaa

“Thiswork is significant for smart readers.” ?Barbara Hoffert, Prepub Alert, Library Journal

About the Author

Kevin Young isthe author of seven collections of poetry, including Ardency and Jelly Roll: A Blues, a
finalist for the National Book Award. He is a curator and the Atticus Haygood Professor at Emory
University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Peter Schmidt:

The book The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness will bring that you the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study,
this book very appropriate to you. The book The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness is much
recommended to you you just read. Y ou can aso get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Jesse Linder:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Grey Album: On the
Blackness of Blackness that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man
but for al of you who wants to become success person. So, for all you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you may pick The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness become your starter.

Bryan Donovan:

This The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blacknessis great publication for you because the content that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within
it. Soif you areread it hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Grey
Album: On the Blackness of Blacknessin your hand like getting the world in your arm, datain it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but
this book already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?



Darlene Lewis:

This The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Grey Album: On the
Blackness of Blackness can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes |
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
reserve isthe answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't missthis! Just read this e-book style for your better
life along with knowledge.
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