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A rediscovered masterwork from famed Hungarian novelist Sandor Mérai,
Portraits of a Marriage tracks the lifelong entanglement of a man and two
women haunted by class differences and misdirected longings.

Peter and Ilonka are awealthy couple whose outwardly perfect marriage is
undone by secrets. The insecure Ilonka believes she can never be elegant and
refined enough for her husband, while Peter has long been tormented by his
forbidden love for Judit, a peasant and servant in his childhood home. What Judit
longs for most, however, is freedom from the constraints of the society that has
ensnared all three in avortex of love and loss. Set against the backdrop of
Hungary between the wars, in aworld on the verge of dramatic change, this
exquisite novel offers further posthumous evidence of Marai’s brilliance.

Trandated from the Hungarian by George Szirtes
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A rediscovered masterwork from famed Hungarian novelist Sandor Mérai, Portraits of a Marriage tracks the
lifelong entanglement of a man and two women haunted by class differences and misdirected longings.

Peter and Ilonka are a wealthy couple whose outwardly perfect marriage is undone by secrets. The insecure
Ilonka believes she can never be elegant and refined enough for her husband, while Peter has long been
tormented by his forbidden love for Judit, a peasant and servant in his childhood home. What Judit longs for
most, however, is freedom from the constraints of the society that has ensnared all threein avortex of love
and loss. Set against the backdrop of Hungary between the wars, in aworld on the verge of dramatic change,
this exquisite novel offers further posthumous evidence of Marai’s brilliance.

Trangdlated from the Hungarian by George Szirtes
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. This autopsy of afailed marriage shows avirtuosic control of character and tone
meaningfully set against the ossification of the fin de siécle Austro-Hungarian empire. It starts with Ilonka,
whose middle-class husband, Peter, isin love with his mother-in-law's maid, Judit. Ilonka's bitter tale of a
fight to win her husband back, only to be outdone by the other woman, gives way to the same story told by
Peter, itself followed by Judit's take. What emergesis a cubist portrait of a harsh love and a dying society,
elegantly paced and delightfully contradictory. Ilonka, Peter, and Judit each possess strong philosophies on
life and love, and Marai successfully probes the blind spots and conflicting assumptions in their varied points
of view. With each new voice, each very much its own thanks to Szirtes's faultless new trandation, Mérai
(1900-1989) builds suspense and reveals new layers and twists to this tale. Suffused with nostalgiaand
regret, the book evokes and examines both the nature of longing and the decline of a great empire. (Feb.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Three interior monologues stand as a triptych in the latest novel to be translated into
English by a Hungarian writer who flourished in the 1930s. With this phenomenal novel, our conviction,
based on the Méarai novels already translated, including Embers (2001) and The Rebels (2007), is confirmed:
he ranks as one of the twentieth century’s greatest novelists. The book’ stitle is apt; the three sections focus
on the conditions of one particular marriage: that between a Budapest industrial magnate and his beautiful
wifein the deceptively peaceful years between the world wars, when the “world had not been boarded over
yet; for amoment everything—Europe, life itself—was bathed in intense light.” 1n seeking definitions of
love, and in excercising his obviously abiding interest in the theme of lonelinessin marriage, the author, in a
glorious demonstration of psychological acuity, offers his powerful findings from three perspectives: from
the husband and from the wife, naturally, but also from the servant girl in the man’s parents' household who
becomes his second wife. The idea that marriage partners keep information about themselves from each
other isthe outwardly simple, even ordinary, premise upon which the narrative rests; it is the author’s
brilliant dissection of that situation that makes this novel so exceptional. The ultimate factor in deciding if
the novel worksis whether the three segments mesh well enough to give the reader a smoothly integrated
whole picture, and Portraits of a Marriage is the last word on the effectiveness of the triple-voice technique. -
-Brad Hooper

Review

"Portraits of a Marriageis brilliant in the acuity of its observations, its unremitting intelligence. . . . Marai
gives voice to avanished world in a chorus that is both eulogy and manifesto." —The New York Times Book
Review

“Superbly readable. . . . Deeply satisfying. . . . Like Tolstoy, he has akind of genius for the small touches
that define amarriage, and also like Tolstoy, heis brilliant at dissecting the tiny differences that separate one
layer of society from another.” —The Daily Beast

"With this phenomenal novel, our conviction is confirmed: he ranks as one of the twentieth century’s
greatest novelists." —Booklist

"A cubist portrait of aharsh love and adying society, elegantly paced and delightfully contradictory. . . .


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

With each new voice [Marai] builds suspense and reveals new layers and twists to this tale. Suffused with
nostalgia and regret, the book evokes and examines both the nature of longing and the decline of a great
empire." —Publishers Weekly (starred review)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Deborah Beaudry:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and natice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for
awhileisreading. That's why, by reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to
stay than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Portraits of a
Marriage (Vintage International) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Maria Antoine:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Portraits of a Marriage (Vintage International) as
your daily resource information.

Marlyn Mdia:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
aswell astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them isthis
Portraits of aMarriage (Vintage International).

Lillian Trimmer:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It aright



you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Portraits of a Marriage
(Vintage International) which is finding the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's see.

Download and Read Online Portraits of a Marriage (Vintage
I nter national) By Sandor Marai #7V8I0P9CH16



Read Portraits of a Marriage (Vintage I nternational) By Sandor
Marai for online ebook

Portraits of aMarriage (Vintage International) By Sandor Marai Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Portraits of a Marriage (Vintage International) By Sandor Marai books to read online.

Online Portraitsof a Marriage (Vintage I nternational) By Sandor Marai ebook PDF
download

Portraits of a Marriage (Vintage I nternational) By Sandor Marai Doc
Portraits of aMarriage (Vintage I nternational) By Sandor Marai M obipocket
Portraits of aMarriage (Vintage I nternational) By Sandor Marai EPub

7V8I0PICH16: Portraits of a Marriage (Vintage I nternational) By Sandor Mar ai



