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Social stratification is the grouping of people based on income, wealth, political
influence and other characteristics. Widely recognized categories such as upper,
middle and lower class reflect the presence of social stratification in all societies.
Inequality refers to the inevitable disparities in people's positions in this
structure. The research presented in this book ranges from studies of income and
wealth disparities to analyses of the nature of the class system. This textbook
reflects a hybrid approach to studying stratification. It addresses the knowledge
accumulated by stratification scholars and challenges students to apply this
information to their social world. The authors include a wide range of topics and
provide current research to round out their discussions. Each chapter includes a
list of key concepts, questions for thought, suggested exercises and multimedia
resources.
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Editorial Review

Review
"At long last, here's a text that straightforwardly lays out the structure of inequality in our New Gilded Age,
without a hint of obfuscation and without the usual distracting polemics. After the facts are laid bare, Keister
and Southgate turn just as deftly to describing the mechanisms behind them, the policies that affect them, and
the reasons for and against caring about them. A gem of a book." - David B. Grusky, author of The
Inequality Reader: Contemporary and Foundational Readings in Race, Class, and Gender (2011)

About the Author
Lisa A. Keister is a professor of sociology and the Director of the Markets and Management Program at
Duke University. She conducts research on wealth inequality, asset accumulation and the causes of each. She
is the author of Getting Rich: America's New Rich and How They Got There (Cambridge University Press,
2005) and Wealth in America (Cambridge University Press, 2000). Her research on Chinese corporations
and the country's economic transition appeared in her book Chinese Business Groups (2000) as well as
various articles.

Darby E. Southgate is an assistant professor of sociology at Los Angeles Valley College and a research
consultant. Her primary research interests are poverty, education and culture. Her research investigates the
intersection of socioeconomic status, education and culture. She has authored numerous entries on culture,
specifically on music and society. She also consults for agencies aiming to reduce homelessness and poverty
through education.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Steele:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Inequality had been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
reserve Inequality is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Inequality. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Eleanor Gomez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Inequality is
kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.



Elizabeth Brown:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be examine. Inequality can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra
time problems.

Mike Edwards:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually Inequality. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.
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