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Despite three decades of preoccupation with development in Africa, the
economies of most African nations are still stagnating or regressing. For most
Africans, incomes are lower than they were two decades ago, health prospects are
poorer, malhourishment is widespread, and infrastructures and social institutions
are breaking down.

An array of factors have been offered to explain the apparent failure of
development in Africa, including the colonial legacy, social pluralism,
corruption, poor planning and incompetent management, limited in-flow of
foreign capital, and low levels of saving and investment. Aloneor in
combination, these factors are serious impediments to devel opment, but Claude
Ake contends that the problem is not that devel opment has failed, but that it was
never really on the agenda. He maintains that political conditionsin Africaare
the greatest impediment to devel opment.

In this book, Ake traces the evolution and failure of development palicies,
including the IMF stabilization programs that have dominated international
efforts. He identifies the root causes of the problem in the authoritarian political
structure of the African states derived from the previous colonial entities. Ake
sketches the alternatives that are struggling to emerge from calamitous failure--
economic development based on traditional agriculture, political development
based on the decentralization of power, and reliance on indigenous communities
that have been providing some measure of refuge from the coercive power of the
central state. Ake's argument may become a new paradigm for development in
Africa
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Despite three decades of preoccupation with development in Africa, the economies of most African nations
are still stagnating or regressing. For most Africans, incomes are lower than they were two decades ago,
health prospects are poorer, malnourishment is widespread, and infrastructures and social institutions are
breaking down.

An array of factors have been offered to explain the apparent failure of development in Africa, including the
colonial legacy, social pluralism, corruption, poor planning and incompetent management, limited in-flow of
foreign capital, and low levels of saving and investment. Alone or in combination, these factors are serious
impediments to development, but Claude Ake contends that the problem is not that development has failed,
but that it was never really on the agenda. He maintains that political conditionsin Africaare the greatest
impediment to development.

In this book, Ake traces the evolution and failure of development policies, including the IMF stabilization
programs that have dominated international efforts. He identifies the root causes of the problem in the
authoritarian political structure of the African states derived from the previous colonial entities. Ake sketches
the aternatives that are struggling to emerge from calamitous failure--economic development based on
traditional agriculture, political development based on the decentralization of power, and reliance on
indigenous communities that have been providing some measure of refuge from the coercive power of the
central state. Ake's argument may become a new paradigm for development in Africa
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Despite three decades of preoccupations with development in Africa, the economies of most African nations
are till-stagnating or regressing.

About the Author

Claude Akeisdirector of the Centre for Advanced Socia Science in Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Priscilla M cNeil:

The book Democracy and Development in Africa can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Democracy and Development in
Africa? Several of you have adifferent opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Democracy and Development in
Africa has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the
enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Francisco M organ:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asyou may
know that book is very important for people. The book Democracy and Development in Africa ended up
being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. Itis
rather advantages for you. The guide Democracy and Development in Africais not only giving you far more
new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Democracy and Development in Africa. You
never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Joyce Shryock:

The event that you get from Democracy and Development in Africawill be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but Democracy and Development in Africagiving you joy feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book aso makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this particular Democracy and Development in Africainstantly.



Kimberly Johnson:

This Democracy and Development in Africa are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Democracy and Development in Africa can be on thelist of great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual
with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over
the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Democracy and
Development in Africa giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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