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Gadgets galore! Everything from cameras that collapse to keyboards that curl.
Murphy beds, folding scooters, portable showersthey're all here. The first ever of
its kind, Collapsible is a comprehensive survey of all that breaks down, balls up,
pulls apart, and stacks together.

Why collapse? Internationally renowned Danish designer Per Mollerup answers
with every imaginable example from the past and present. The inclusion of a
Swiss army knife shouldn't come as a surprise, but what about a retractable
bulletproof vest, circa 1918? With over 530 illustrations, this book is a must-have
for design aficionados and anyone who has an affinity for clever product design.
Collapsible is both an ode to ingenuity and an album for inspiration!
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Editorial Review

Review
If you carry an umbrella, have Venetian blinds on your windows or have ever sat in a deck chair, you've
visited the land of objects that are Collapsible (Chronicle, 232 pages, $24.95 paper).

Danish designer Per Mollerup celebrates The Genius of Space-Saving Design (the book's subtitle) through
text and 530 illustrations of items, past and present, that are foldable, expandable, retractable, inflatable,
stackable or, yes, collapsible.

Among the earliest collapsibles is a camp bed more than 3,000 years old. Found in King Tut's tomb, the bed
has copper hinges that allow it to be folded into thirds.

Of more recent vintage are folding scissors, maps, picket knives, tables and chairs, including those deck
chairs that sometimes collapse when you re in them.

Some chair and tables are designed to be stackable, as are glasses and cups. And some cups are collapsible,
making them easy to carry in pocket or purse.

Collapsible, too, are some things with wheels: bicycles, scooters, shopping carts, baby strollers and
wheelchairs.

Inflatable rafts, mattresses, chairs and sofas are blown up. Things that pop up include books with 3-D
graphics that fold and unfold as the pages are turned.

And don't forget the Optic Wonder.

This Italian-made optic equivalent of the pocket knife contains telescope, binoculars, compass, signal mirror,
magnifying glass and stereoscopic viewer.

Amazingly, it folds to the size of a bar of soap. Chicago Tribune

The Venus flytrap, the peacock and the snail all practice the same strategy of survival. They adjust their size
to meet a practical need. They're collapsible.

They're also examples of hinging, fanning and expansion - three of the twelve mechanical principles of man-
made collapsible objects. True collapsible designs function in both active and passive states and can change
repeatedly.

The ingenuity of man-made collapsibles is confirmed by Per Mollerup, internationally-known Danish
designer and director of Mollrup Designlab in Copenhagen. He has compiled hundreds of objects chosen for
their deisgn brilliance into an album produced to inspire creativity.

Like Dutch inventors G.H. and A.J. Vlutters, whose multistory building chute was inspired by stacking Dixie
Cups, Mollerup hopes that viewing the pure originality from some of these objects will give birth to new
invention.

Collapsible is an entertaining collection of ideas. Referring to the mechanics of size expansion in nature,
Mollerup writes, "Size adjustment to meet functional requirements is a time-honoured principle in nature,



too, as all real men and their happy mates will confirm."

His "real men" reference is curious, but Mollerup is frisky. His captions reflect a delight in these very clever,
highly functional industrial designs that sometimes evoke a smile, like the body armor that collapses to
become a metal belt of the fine Panama hat that will roll small enough to pass through a wedding ring.

Collapsible covers the concept, methods and applications of a significant design principle used in our daily
life. Along with fun facts and history, it is of special interest to view oddities like the knapsack that unfolds
to become a chair or the collapsible shower cubicle. Their unusual designs have the same purpose of all
collapsibles; the economy of space and the economy of transportation. -Communication Arts

About the Author
Per Mollerup Designer and author Per Mollerup is director of Mollerup Designlab, a Copenhagen--based
communication design studio specializing in corporate identity and environmental sign systems.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leslie Marcellus:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Collapsible: The Genius of Space-Saving Design. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Collapsible: The Genius of Space-Saving Design. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Charles Siegrist:

The book Collapsible: The Genius of Space-Saving Design can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Collapsible: The Genius of
Space-Saving Design? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Collapsible: The Genius of Space-Saving Design has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Lonnie Fazio:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This
Collapsible: The Genius of Space-Saving Design is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.



Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Patricia Sax:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Collapsible: The Genius of Space-Saving Design provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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