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The built environment of former socialist countries is often deemed uniform and
drab, an apt reflection of a repressive regime. Building the State peeks behind the
grey façade to reveal a colourful struggle over competing meanings of the nation,
Europe, modernity and the past in a divided continent.

Examining how social change is closely intertwined with transformations of the
built environment, this volume focuses on the relationship between architecture
and state politics in postwar Central Europe using examples from Hungary and
Germany. Built around four case studies, the book traces how architecture was
politically mobilized in the service of social change, first in socialist
modernization programs and then in the postsocialist transition.

Building the State does not only offer a comprehensive survey of the diverse
political uses of architecture in postwar Central Europe but is the first book to
explore how transformations of the built environment can offer a lens into
broader processes of state formation and social change.
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The built environment of former socialist countries is often deemed uniform and drab, an apt reflection of a
repressive regime. Building the State peeks behind the grey façade to reveal a colourful struggle over
competing meanings of the nation, Europe, modernity and the past in a divided continent.

Examining how social change is closely intertwined with transformations of the built environment, this
volume focuses on the relationship between architecture and state politics in postwar Central Europe using
examples from Hungary and Germany. Built around four case studies, the book traces how architecture was
politically mobilized in the service of social change, first in socialist modernization programs and then in the
postsocialist transition.

Building the State does not only offer a comprehensive survey of the diverse political uses of architecture in
postwar Central Europe but is the first book to explore how transformations of the built environment can
offer a lens into broader processes of state formation and social change.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Building the State importantly demonstrates how architecture and urbanism construct political objectives by
other means. In charting the changing roles and evolving self-identity of the architectural profession in two
key parts of Central Europe between 1945 and 2000, Virág Molnár adroitly reveals the complex dialogue
among modernism, socialism and nationalism."

Lawrence J. Vale, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA

"This book offers a fresh perspective on the interaction between architecture and politics in East Germany
and Hungary during state socialism and its aftermath. The author's approach, combining case studies and
historical ethnography, is a delight for any reader, including architectural historians."

Pál Ritoók, Hungarian Architecture Museum

"In her book, Virág Molnár provides us with a sophisticated inquiry into architectural discourse in East
Germany and Hungary during and after the period of state socialism. Molnár’s study takes on an important
gap in literature on architecture under state socialism."

Brigitte Le Normand, University of British Columbia, Canada. Planning Perspectives, April 2014

"Molnar shows that whether material construction operates as a "cultural representation", a "cultural
medium", or a set of strategies for change is not something that can be answered a priori. By focusing on the
same general professional arena over a long period of time and across space, she shows how the "same"
arena is transformed as it changes its relation to local and global power structures and histories–– how the
material etching of the world emerges simultaneously as an almost "total social fact" and as a powerful way
to shape future action. What emerges, then, is a nimble study of culture that truly takes its objects
seriously?avoiding easy prefabricated answers, while showing how material culture is brought into action."

Iddo Tavory, European Journal of Sociology, University of California, USA

"Virág Molnár’s Building the State: Architecture, Politics, and State Formation in Post-War Central Europe
explores the changing meanings of the built environment and its roles in the formulation of the socialist state
in two former socialist countries, the German Democratic Republic and Hungary."

Vladimir Kuli?, Contemporary European History

 

 

About the Author

Virág Molnár is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the New School for Social Research in New York. She
holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from Princeton University and her work focuses on the politics of the built



environment and urban culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Lefevre:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Building the State: Architecture, Politics, and State
Formation in Postwar Central Europe (Architext) as your daily resource information.

Ellis Cook:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Building the State: Architecture, Politics,
and State Formation in Postwar Central Europe (Architext) publication written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still doubt Building the State: Architecture, Politics, and State Formation in Postwar Central
Europe (Architext) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Louise Guest:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Building the State: Architecture, Politics, and State Formation in Postwar Central Europe
(Architext) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love
to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life with this book Building the State: Architecture, Politics, and State Formation in Postwar Central
Europe (Architext). You can more pleasing than now.

Roxie Gregory:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Building the State: Architecture, Politics,
and State Formation in Postwar Central Europe (Architext) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy



you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Building the State: Architecture, Politics,
and State Formation in Postwar Central Europe (Architext) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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