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Traces the development of Lacanian theory, and its possible future.

In Beyond Lacan, James M. Mellard traces psychoanalytic literary theory and
practice from Freud to Lacan to Zizek. While Freud effectively presupposes an
unconscious that is textual, it is Lacan whose theory all but articulates a textual
unconscious as he offers the epoch a cutting-edge psychoanalytic ideology.
Mellard considers this and then asks, “Which Lacan? Is there one or many? Early
or late?” As Zizek counters the notion of a single, unitary Lacan, Lacanians are
asked to choose. Through Lacanian readings of various texts, from novels like
Ellison’s Invisible Man and O’Connor’s Wise Blood to short stories by Glaspell
and Fitzgerald, Mellard shows that in critical practice Lacanians produce a
middle Lacan, between early and late.

Mellard concludes by examining why Zizek has perhaps transcended Lacan.
More than any other, it is Zizek who has constructed early and late Lacan,
making possible that middle Lacan of praxis, but in the process he has also
claimed an independent authority. Ultimately, Mellard explains how Zizek offers
a post-Lacanian critique—one built on a pervasive philosophy of paradox—that
opens new avenues of analysis of contested cultural and literary issues such as
subjectivity, political economy, multiculturalism, and religious belief.

“Mellard is courageous in applying French and Freudian concepts to a literature
that openly disavows the psychoanalytical, making his approach the kind of eye-
opening exercise that makes teaching criticism so important and worthwhile. As
Mellard integrates advances in criticism with specific readings of the texts he
treats, we must recognize that this is no small task, and others have found it more
than daunting and done it less thoroughly.” — Juliet Flower MacCannell, author
of Figuring Lacan: Criticism and the Cultural Unconscious
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Editorial Review

Review
"Mellard is courageous in applying French and Freudian concepts to a literature that openly disavows the
psychoanalytical, making his approach the kind of eye-opening exercise that makes teaching criticism so
important and worthwhile. As Mellard integrates advances in criticism with specific readings of the texts he
treats, we must recognize that this is no small task, and others have found it more than daunting and done it
less thoroughly."

From the Back Cover
In Beyond Lacan, James M. Mellard traces psychoanalytic literary theory and practice from Freud to Lacan
to Zizek. While Freud effectively presupposes an unconscious that is textual, it is Lacan whose theory all but
articulates a textual unconscious as he offers the epoch a cutting-edge psychoanalytic ideology. Mellard
considers this and then asks, "Which Lacan? Is there one or many? Early or late?" As Zizek counters the
notion of a single, unitary Lacan, Lacanians are asked to choose. Through Lacanian readings of various texts,
from novels like Ellison's Invisible Man and O'Connor's Wise Blood to short stories by Glaspell and
Fitzgerald, Mellard shows that in critical practice Lacanians produce a middle Lacan, between early and late.

Mellard concludes by examining why Zizek has perhaps transcended Lacan. More than any other, it is Zizek
who has constructed early and late Lacan, making possible that middle Lacan of praxis, but in the process he
has also claimed an independent authority. Ultimately, Mellard explains how Zizek offers a post-Lacanian
critique--one built on a pervasive philosophy of paradox--that opens new avenues of analysis of contested
cultural and literary issues such as subjectivity, political economy, multiculturalism, and religious belief.

"Mellard is courageous in applying French and Freudian concepts to a literature that openly disavows the
psychoanalytical, making his approach the kind of eye-opening exercise that makes teaching criticism so
important and worthwhile. As Mellard integrates advances in criticism with specific readings of the texts he
treats, we must recognize that this is no small task, and others have found it more than daunting and done it
less thoroughly." -- Juliet Flower MacCannell, author of Figuring Lacan: Criticism and the Cultural
Unconscious

About the Author
James M. Mellard is Presidential Teaching Professor Emeritus at Northern Illinois University. He is the
author of many books, including Using Lacan, Reading Fiction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Loren Hatfield:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled
Beyond Lacan (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have various other opinion?



Nathaniel Cornelius:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
many ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Beyond Lacan (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture), you are able to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
e-book.

Tanya McNeil:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Beyond Lacan (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) will give you a new experience in studying a
book.

Deanne Mohammed:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Beyond Lacan (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) this e-book consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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