
Victorian Psychology and Madness in "Lady
Audley's Secret"

By Katrin Blatt

Victorian Psychology and Madness in "Lady Audley's Secret" By Katrin
Blatt

Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 2,5, University of Marburg (Fachbereich
Fremdsprachliche Philologien), course: The Victorians, language: English,
abstract: The Victorian period was an era with many inventions, renewals,
development and changes. The influences of the Industrial Revolution could be
seen and felt all over society and economy. Due to this, new economical theories
were developed, the population steadily increased and the educational level
improved.

Besides, the Victorian era was a very productive time for literature. Victorian
novelists were massively influenced by the changes in society and the
development of their country. In this time, new genres of literature were
invented, such as the bildungsroman, detective and sensational novel. Due to the
growing literacy and the introduction of mass media, literature was available for
many more people and also different classes. Central topics in the novels often
were crime and mystery, but also psychology and madness got more and more
popular.

This paper will deal with psychology and madness in Victorian literature. In
order to proof the theoretical background an analysis of the sensation novel Lady
Audley’s Secret (1862) by Mary Elizabeth Braddon will be done. Madness plays
a very important role in this novel and two contemporary theories of the 19th
century are discussed.

The first part of the paper is about Victorian psychology in general. However,
two selected theories of Victorian psychology will be looked at in detail in order
to analyze Lady Audley’s Secret. The next chapter starts with a general overview
about madness in Victorian literature. The next part deals with Lady Audley’s
Secret, where a general overview about madness in the novel is given and than an
analysis of the madness of Lady Audley follows. In the end, a conclusion will be
given.

However, it is important to notice that this paper only offers an overview and an
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Victorian Psychology and Madness in "Lady Audley's
Secret". You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book Victorian Psychology and Madness in "Lady Audley's Secret". You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Alexander Macdougall:

The book Victorian Psychology and Madness in "Lady Audley's Secret" gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book
Victorian Psychology and Madness in "Lady Audley's Secret" for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Victorian Psychology and Madness in "Lady
Audley's Secret". Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Mary Torres:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Victorian
Psychology and Madness in "Lady Audley's Secret". All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

James Harris:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Victorian Psychology and Madness



in "Lady Audley's Secret" to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and go through it. Beside that the publication Victorian Psychology and Madness in "Lady Audley's
Secret" can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of that time.
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