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This is the story of early iron mining and manufacturing, and what remains to be
seen today, in the hills that cross the northeastern border of New Jersey into New
York. Centrally located in the Colonies, New Jersey was in an especially
advantageous position: its waterways provided power and excellent
transportation and its dense forests furnished the charcoal essential for making
pig and bar iron. During the two major wars on American soil New Jersey and
New York ironworks turned out badly needed supplies?among them the huge
chains and booms used to block the British advance up the Hudson during the
Revolution?and ordnance, made and shipped in record-breaking time, for Union
troops.

This is also the story of the hardy men who made this industry possible?where
they came from, what their homes and company towns were like, how they lived,
and how they left their mark on American history.

James M. Ransom spent twenty-five years inspecting remains of mines (seventy-
five are described and located), furnaces and forges, dams and millraces, and
other ruins closely associated with iron production in the Ramapo region. But not
all was on-site research. He also searched through old account books,
newspapers, and records, evaluating their historical importance. When word
spread of his intense interest in the field, he was offered material unknown to
historians?in particular, a collection of old ledgers, some dating back two
hundred years, and a group of rare photographs from 1865 to 1905. From such
extensive investigation, Ransom uncovered previously unknown facts, filled in
gaps, and corrected mistakes made by earlier writers on the subject.
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This is the story of early iron mining and manufacturing, and what remains to be seen today, in the hills that
cross the northeastern border of New Jersey into New York. Centrally located in the Colonies, New Jersey
was in an especially advantageous position: its waterways provided power and excellent transportation and
its dense forests furnished the charcoal essential for making pig and bar iron. During the two major wars on
American soil New Jersey and New York ironworks turned out badly needed supplies?among them the huge
chains and booms used to block the British advance up the Hudson during the Revolution?and ordnance,
made and shipped in record-breaking time, for Union troops.

This is also the story of the hardy men who made this industry possible?where they came from, what their
homes and company towns were like, how they lived, and how they left their mark on American history.

James M. Ransom spent twenty-five years inspecting remains of mines (seventy-five are described and
located), furnaces and forges, dams and millraces, and other ruins closely associated with iron production in
the Ramapo region. But not all was on-site research. He also searched through old account books,
newspapers, and records, evaluating their historical importance. When word spread of his intense interest in
the field, he was offered material unknown to historians?in particular, a collection of old ledgers, some
dating back two hundred years, and a group of rare photographs from 1865 to 1905. From such extensive
investigation, Ransom uncovered previously unknown facts, filled in gaps, and corrected mistakes made by
earlier writers on the subject.
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Editorial Review

Review

"During his twenty-five years of research on his subject, James M. Ransom uncovered unknown facts, filled
in gaps, and corrected mistakes; Vanishing Ironworks of the Ramapos challenges former popular
conceptions. This is an important book that should be examined by all historians interested in either the
period or the region."?William and Mary Quarterly

About the Author

The late James M. Ransom lived in Westwood, New Jersey, and was affiliated with the Bergen County
Historical Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Rocha:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Vanishing Ironworks of
the Ramapos: The Story of the Forges, Furnaces, and Mines of the New Jersey–New York Border Area?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Essie Ryan:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of
them is this Vanishing Ironworks of the Ramapos: The Story of the Forges, Furnaces, and Mines of the New
Jersey–New York Border Area.

Lawrence Caulfield:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or



their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Vanishing Ironworks of the Ramapos: The Story of the
Forges, Furnaces, and Mines of the New Jersey–New York Border Area can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Gerald McMullen:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Vanishing Ironworks of the Ramapos: The
Story of the Forges, Furnaces, and Mines of the New Jersey–New York Border Area that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
could pick Vanishing Ironworks of the Ramapos: The Story of the Forges, Furnaces, and Mines of the New
Jersey–New York Border Area become your own personal starter.
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