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With this riveting autobiography, Mona Ruiz and co-author Geoff Boucher spin a
gripping tale of one woman’s private war to escape the tentacles of the street
gangs that have carved her barrio into turfs where one misstep leads to violence.

This engrossing memoir charts Ruiz' s journey toward self-identity, tracing the
tortuous path of her life—alifein which Ruiz assumed contradictory roles: gang
chola, high school drop-out, disowned daughter, battered wife, welfare mother,
student, and policewoman. At each step in the journey, Ruiz faced violence,
ridicule, and skepticism. She nevertheless prevailed in exchanging her badge of
social defiance for one of protecting her community.

This eloquent monument to courage and triumph against all odds will inspire
every reader who has at some time felt overwhelmed by the daunting challenges
life brandishes.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Never forgetting the words of her father, who said that police are Christ's soldiers on the rough city streets,
Mona Ruiz spent her youth with gangs, married an abusive husband, then went from collecting welfare to
preserving the welfare of others as a police officer in her hometown of Santa Ana. Ruiz tells her story with
the objective eye of a detective who sees both the issues of necessity in joining a gang and the gang system's
fatal vision of drugs and war. Informative and inspiring, Ruiz is one who made it out of the gangs, but never
abandoned the streets.

Review
"Fascinating--alternately gruesome, tragic and funny,” --The Women's Review of Books

From the Inside Flap

"Beneath the unique story of a gang-banger turned cop was the story that really grabbed my attention: how a
young Chicanawent beyond all the social pressures to fail—including physical abuse, racism, and
sexism—and followed her own dreams. Geoff Boucher has helped transform this experience into a good
read." —L uis Rodriguez, author of Always Running: LaVidaLoca". . .Fascinating—alternately gruesome,
tragic, and funny.” —The Women'’s Review of Books

". .. thiswell-written book is the engrossing autobiographical account of how one woman found her way out
of the world of gangs to achieve her dream of being a police officer.” —MultiCultural Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Kina Chatman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Two Badges: The
Lives of Mona Ruiz suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in thisera. The
particular book untitled Two Badges: The Lives of Mona Ruizis the main of several books in which
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
conseguently all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you alots of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Dennis Ross:

The publication untitled Two Badges: The Lives of Mona Ruiz is the e-book that recommended to you you
just read. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Two Badges: The Lives of Mona Ruiz from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.



Louis Trent:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Two Badges: The Lives of Mona
Ruiz which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

DeniseKerrigan:

On this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you arerelated is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely Two Badges: The Lives of Mona Ruiz. Thisbook whichis
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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