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Despite there being deep lines of convergence between the philosophies of
Alfred North Whitehead, C. S. Peirce, William James, John Dewey, and other
classical American philosophers, it remains an open question whether Whitehead
is a pragmatist, and conversation between pragmatists and Whitehead scholars
have been limited. Indeed, it is difficult to find an anthology of classical
American philosophy that includes Whitehead’s writings. These camps began
separately, and so they remain. This volume questions the wisdom of that
separation, exploring their connections, both historical and in application. The
essays in this volume embody original and creative work by leading scholars that
not only furthers the understanding of American philosophy, but seeks to
advance it by working at the intersection of experience and reality to incite novel
and creative thought. This exploration is long overdue. Specific questions that are
addressed are: Is Whitehead a pragmatist? What contrasts and affinities exist
between American pragmatism and Whitehead’s thought? What new questions,
strategies, and critiques emerge by juxtaposing their distinct perspectives?
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Despite there being deep lines of convergence between the philosophies of Alfred North Whitehead, C. S.
Peirce, William James, John Dewey, and other classical American philosophers, it remains an open question
whether Whitehead is a pragmatist, and conversation between pragmatists and Whitehead scholars have
been limited. Indeed, it is difficult to find an anthology of classical American philosophy that includes
Whitehead’s writings. These camps began separately, and so they remain. This volume questions the wisdom
of that separation, exploring their connections, both historical and in application. The essays in this volume
embody original and creative work by leading scholars that not only furthers the understanding of American
philosophy, but seeks to advance it by working at the intersection of experience and reality to incite novel
and creative thought. This exploration is long overdue. Specific questions that are addressed are: Is
Whitehead a pragmatist? What contrasts and affinities exist between American pragmatism and Whitehead’s
thought? What new questions, strategies, and critiques emerge by juxtaposing their distinct perspectives?
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Editorial Review

Review
Thinking with Whitehead and the American Pragmatists counters the growing silence between Whiteheadian
process philosophy and pragmatism, seeking to liberate both from self-imposed narrowness. The essays by
fourteen scholars take on a range of probing topics and in so doing also expose the richness of ideas yet to be
explored. Each essay opens up a conversation worth having. I hope this volume helps revive the speculative
pulse in American philosophy. (Thomas M. Alexander, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale)

The intellectual fortunes of the classical American pragmatism of Peirce, James, and Dewey and of the
process philosophy of Alfred North Whitehead are on the upswing today, after a long period of neglect and
then the invention of neo-pragmatism and the turn of process thought to Hartshornean lines. This wonderful
volume calls attention to the affinities, divergences, and often unnoticed mutual influences of pragmatism
and Whitehead. Largely though not entirely the work of younger scholars, these essays come at the process-
pragmatism double-helix from many fascinating angles. It deserves to be read by anyone promoting
pragmatism or process philosophy, as well as by their opponents! (Robert C. Neville, Boston University)

Welcome, indeed, is this series of trenchant essays, reinvigorating the presence, the depth, and the wide-
ranging importance of the philosophy of A.N. Whitehead. Wise and helpful also, is the forging of major
connections between Whitehead and the rich traditions of the Classical American philosophers, especially
with the philosophy of William James. (John J. McDermott, Texas A&M University)

About the Author
Brian G. Henning is professor of philosophy at Gonzaga University.

William T. Myers is professor of philosophy at Birmingham-Southern College.

Joseph D. John is a PhD candidate at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

This book untitled Thinking with Whitehead and the American Pragmatists: Experience and Reality
(Contemporary Whitehead Studies) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this guide from your list.

Denise Dennis:

The book with title Thinking with Whitehead and the American Pragmatists: Experience and Reality



(Contemporary Whitehead Studies) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help
after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Michael Joslyn:

The reason why? Because this Thinking with Whitehead and the American Pragmatists: Experience and
Reality (Contemporary Whitehead Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having
that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ralph Scott:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Thinking with Whitehead and the American
Pragmatists: Experience and Reality (Contemporary Whitehead Studies) was filled in relation to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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