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The Way of The Linguist, A language learning odyssey. It is now aclich¢ that
the world isa smaller place. We think nothing of jumping on a plane to travel to
another country or continent. The most exotic locations are now destinations for
mass tourism. Small business people are dealing across frontiers and language
barrierslike never before. The Internet brings different languages and cultures to
our finger-tips. English, the hybrid language of an island at the western extremity
of Europe seems to have an unrivalled position as an international medium of
communication. But historically periods of cultural and economic domination
have never lasted forever. Do we not |ose something by relying on the wide
spread use of English rather than discovering other languages and cultures? As
citizens of this shrunken world, would we not be better off if we were able to
speak afew languages other than our own? The answer is obviously yes.
Certainly Steve Kaufmann thinks so, and in his busy life as a diplomat and
businessman he managed to learn to speak nine languages fluently and observe
first hand some of the dominant cultures of Europe and Asia. Why do not more
people do the same? In his book The Way of The Linguist, A language learning
odyssey, Steve offers some answers. Steve feels anyone can learn alanguage if
they want to. He points out some of the obstacles that hold people back. Drawing
on his adventures in Europe and Asia, as a student and businessman, he describes
the rewards that come from knowing languages. He relates his evolution as a
language learner, abroad and back in his native Canada and explains the kind of
attitude that will enable others to achieve second language fluency. Many people
have taken on the challenge of language learning but have been frustrated by
their lack of success. This book offers detailed advice on the kind of study
practices that will achieve language breakthroughs. Steve has developed a
language learning system available online
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Steve Kaufmann grew up in the English speaking part of Montreal, Quebec in the 1950s. Although he was
taught French in school, he could not communicate in that language. It was only after he left high school that
he became interested in learning French and was able to make himself fluent. This experience inspired alife-
long interest in the discovery of languages and other cultures. After two years at Montreal's McGill
University, Steve hitchhiked on atramp freighter to get to Europe. He ended up studying in France while
supporting himself at various odd jobs. He graduated from the elite Paris School of Political Science,
I'Institut d'Etudes Politiques in 1966 and entered the Canadian Foreign Service. As a Diplomat, Steve
continued to immerse himself in the culture and languages of other countries. In preparation for the opening
of diplomat relations with China, Steve was assigned to Hong Kong to learn Mandarin. During thistime he
made regular visits to Chinawhich was then at the height of the Cultural Revolution. He next served at the
Canadian Embassy in Japan, where he made himself fluent in Japanese, essentially by studying in his spare
time. While at the Embassy, Steve was heavily involved in developing markets for Canadian forest products.
In 1974 Steve left the Diplomatic Service to establish and manage Asian subsidiaries for two major Canadian
forest products companies. In the early 1980s he returned to live in Vancouver. In 1987 he founded his own
company which today has offices in Japan, Sweden and Canada, and of which he isthe President and CEO.
Steveisfluent in French, Spanish, German, Italian, Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese, Swedish and English
and isworking on two more, Korean and Portuguese. Steve | married with two sons and five grandchildren
and livesin Vancouver, Canada. In 2003, Steve decided to write of his experiencesin exploring and
discovering different cultures and languages in the hope that it would encourage more people to become "

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jill Goulet:

Here thing why that The Way of the Linguist: A Language Learning Odyssey are different and trustworthy to
be yours. First of all studying abook is good however it depends in the content of it which isthe content is as
tasty asfood or not. The Way of the Linguist: A Language Learning Odyssey giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The Way
of the Linguist: A Language Learning Odyssey. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It
is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having
difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of The Way of the Linguist: A Language
Learning Odyssey in e-book can be your choice.

Patrick Reyes:

The feeling that you get from The Way of the Linguist: A Language Learning Odyssey is amore deep you
searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but The Way of the Linguist: A Language Learning Odyssey giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The author conveystheir point in selected way that can be understood simply by



anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular The Way of
the Linguist: A Language Learning Odyssey instantly.

Stephen Phelps:

Beside that The Way of the Linguist: A Language Learning Odyssey in your phone, it might give you away
to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis
fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you fedl like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have The Way of the Linguist: A Language Learning Odyssey because this book offersto you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book aswell asread it from
now!

Robert Mayo:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Way of the Linguist: A Language Learning Odyssey we can get more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The Way of the Linguist: A
Language Learning Odyssey. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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