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When Ruby waoke up on her tenth birthday, something about her had changed.
Something alarming enough to make her parents lock her in the garage and call
the police. Something that gets her sent to Thurmond, a brutal government
"rehabilitation camp.” She might have survived the mysterious disease that's
killed most of Americas children, but she and the others have emerged with
something far worse: frightening abilities they cannot control.

Now sixteen, Ruby is one of the dangerous ones.

When the truth comes out, Ruby barely escapes Thurmond with her life. Now
she's on the run, desperate to find the one safe haven left for kids like her-East
River. She joins agroup of kids who escaped their own camp. Liam, their brave
leader, isfalling hard for Ruby. But no matter how much she aches for him, Ruby
can't risk getting close. Not after what happened to her parents.

When they arrive at East River, nothing is asit seems, least of all its mysterious
leader. But there are other forces at work, people who will stop at nothing to use
Ruby in their fight against the government. Ruby will be faced with aterrible
choice, one that may mean giving up her only chance at alife worth living.
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When Ruby woke up on her tenth birthday, something about her had changed. Something alarming enough
to make her parents lock her in the garage and call the police. Something that gets her sent to Thurmond, a
brutal government "rehabilitation camp." She might have survived the mysterious disease that's killed most
of America’s children, but she and the others have emerged with something far worse: frightening abilities

they cannot control.

Now sixteen, Ruby is one of the dangerous ones.

When the truth comes out, Ruby barely escapes Thurmond with her life. Now she's on the run, desperate to
find the one safe haven left for kids like her-East River. She joins agroup of kids who escaped their own
camp. Liam, their brave leader, isfalling hard for Ruby. But no matter how much she aches for him, Ruby
can't risk getting close. Not after what happened to her parents.

When they arrive at East River, nothing is as it seems, least of all its mysterious leader. But there are other
forces at work, people who will stop at nothing to use Ruby in their fight against the government. Ruby will
be faced with aterrible choice, one that may mean giving up her only chance at alife worth living.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 9 Up—When Idiopathic Adolescent Acute Neurodegeneration broke out in the United States, most teens
died, and the few who lived manifested psi powers, from telekinesis to mind control. The government,
aready on edge from political and economic issues, used scare tactics, misinformation, and bullying to
insure that parents sent their children to government “rehabilitation” camps. Ruby was placed in Camp
Thurmond at the age of 10. Once there, the youths with special powers were punished, not rehabilitated. At
16, sheisliberated by the Children's League, but they, too, want to control her, and she breaks from them to
join fellow escapees Liam, Chubs, and Zu. They are determined to find the Slip Kid, who is rumored to help
kids reunite with their families. This ragtag foursome outfits themselves at an abandoned Walmart, fights off
unfriendly youth “tribes,” and begins to forge bonds of trust and romance. Ruby makes a thoughtful
sacrifice, for the good of those she lovesin the final chapters of the book (Hyperion, 2012), thefirstin a
trilogy. Narrator Amy McFadden grows more comfortable with the voices as the title progresses, adding
more nuance, particularly to major characters, and the proper note of teenage sarcasm. This dystopian tale
will attract fans of Scott Westerfeld's “Uglies’ (Simon Pulse) and Lauren Oliver's “Delirium” series
(HarperCollins).-Maggie Knapp, Trinity Valey School, Fort Worth, TXa(c) Copyright 2013. Library
Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist

In the not-so-distant future, most of America’s children have died; but those who live find that they have
psychic abilities that range from moving objects to getting inside people’ s minds. Sixteen-year-old Ruby,
using her powers as an Orange, has escaped the survivor facility she haslived in for six years. She has also
used her abilities to make the doctors believe she is a more docile Green. Now Ruby intends to keep her
secret, even from new friends, including handsome Liam, persnickety Chubs, and the mute but sweet, young
Zu. Thisragged band searches the Virginia countryside in hopes of finding the Slip Kid, who seems to have
outsmarted the government. Instead they find trouble on almost every turn of the page, but eventually
discover what seems to be ayouth utopia. Bracken is skilled at ramping up the action, but there is so much
going on here, it’s hard to keep it all straight. Still, the character development is good, and the book’ s ability
to tackle larger issuesis solid. In the end, Ruby must make an important decision. Then it’s on to book two.
Grades 8-12. --I1ene Cooper

Review
"A gripping and terrifying dystopian world. Ruby is areluctant heroine, strong yet vulnerablein equal
measure, who will endear herself to readers.” - Kirkus Reviews

"...agritty, economically devastated near-future America where children are hunted and feared, and danger
lurks even in the aisles of an abandoned Wal-Mart... the story's quick-paced action leads to a heartbreaking
cliffhanger that will have readers eager for the next book in this planned trilogy." - Publishers Weekly

"A new twist on dystopia, thisis one not to miss."- Romantic Times

"A riveting, emotional read that kept me on the edge!" - New York Times best-selling author Melissa Marr
A mysterious disease has killed most of America's children, and those few who survived have devel oped

stunning new powers, including telekinesis and mind control. Suddenly terrified of its own children, the
government rounds up the young survivors, confining them in camps where they are strictly monitored and
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controlled. Sixteen-year-old Ruby, imprisoned since her tenth birthday, has been keeping secret the true
extent of her mind-control powers. Rescued by the Children's League, she quickly realizes that the League
has plans of its own for her future and escapes her rescuers, joining up instead with a ragtag group of fellow
fugitives led by would-be hero Liam. On the run from government agents, bounty hunters, League members,
and even other runaways, Ruby and her companions search for the Slip Kid, the leader of an underground
safe house for kids. The Slip Kid turns out also to have an agenda, and Ruby is faced with deciding how
much she will sacrifice for her future and her freedom. Heart-wrenching but completely riveting, the novel
pulls no punches, creating a bleak world where the best that children can hope is to escape those who would
imprison or manipulate them is the best that children can hope for. Resisting the urge to overexplain,
Bracken carefully employs hints and flashbacks to revea essential background information, and the gradual
revelation of the story's many secrets ratchets up the anxiety. The resolute harshness, though, is tempered by
genuine emotional connections between the survivors and playful banter between friends; a blossoming
romance emerges between Ruby and Liam but never overshadows Ruby's personal emotional journey. Fans
of the darker elements of Collins The Hunger Games (BCCB 11/08) and Shusterman's Unwind (BCCB
2/08) will want to pick up this inventive new take on the science fiction surviva story. AM BCCB"

Imagine a not-too-distant future in which 98 percent of America’s 10- to 17-year-olds have fallen victim to
disease, and the remaining 2 percent are imprisoned in "rehabilitation camps,” thanks to a paranoid
government that fears the powers they possess. In this haunting novel, 16-year-old Ruby joins up with a
small group of fellow camp escapeesin search of the Slip Kid, a near-mythical figure who promises shelter
and protection for kids on the run. Ruby is hoping for even more-someone to help her understand and control
the tremendous power she possesses. Bracken (Brightly Woven, 2010) creates a gripping and terrifying
dystopian world. Ruby is areluctant heroine, strong yet vulnerable in equal measure, who will endear herself
to readers. Each member of the small band of runaways traveling with Ruby is equally compelling and
distinct, making the danger they face all the more terrifying. If readers can force aside nagging questions
about the origins of these empowered teens and any implied connection between their powers and the illiness
claiming their peers, they arein for agreat ride. Be prepared-the darkest minds do indeed "hide behind the
most unlikely faces." (Dystopian thriller. 14 & up) Kirkus'

Gr 9 Up In this dystopian future, most preadolescents and adol escents are dead, brought down by a new
disease, |diopathic Adolescent Acute Neurodegeneration. Ruby Daly and other survivors from her town are
taken to Camp Thurmond by the Psi Special Forces to be tested, categorized, and, according to the PR,
"rehabilitated.” There is no rehabilitation, though, in the concentration camps for young people with specia
powers, just drudgery and punishment. Ruby hides a secret from the PSF she is not a Green, but an Orange,
someone who can affect other people's minds. Members of the Children's League help her to escape but she
is soon on the run from them as well when she learns that they intend to use her to commit violence. She
joins the small band of Liam and Chubs, who are telekinetics, or Blues, and Zu, who isa Y ellow, a person
who can control electricity and machinery. Together the four seek East River, a sanctuary whose leader, the
Slip Kid, can supposedly get messages to their parents. Before they can find the camp, they have to evade
PSF soldiers, bounty hunters, and the Children's League, as well as solve the riddle of itslocation. While this
story isfull of action, it is also given depth by the difficult choices that Ruby faces. There are some fairly
disturbing events and images (torture, rape, blood splattering, etc.). This book is anatural for dystopiafans
but romance readers will also enjoy the blooming love between Ruby and Liam. Eric Norton, McMillan
Memorial Library, Wisconsin Rapids, WI SLJ"

In the not-so-distant future, most of America's children have died; but those who live find that they have
psychic abilities that range from moving objects to getting inside people's minds. Sixteen-year-old Ruby,
using her powers as an Orange, has escaped the survivor facility she has lived in for six years. She has also
used her abilities to make the doctors believe she is a more docile Green. Now Ruby intends to keep her



secret, even from new friends, including handsome Liam, persnickety Chubs, and the mute but sweet, young
Zu. Thisragged band searches the Virginia countryside in hopes of finding the Slip Kid, who seems to have
outsmarted the government. Instead they find trouble on almost every turn of the page, but eventually
discover what seems to be ayouth utopia. Bracken is skilled at ramping up the action, but there is so much
going on here, it's hard to keep it al straight. Still, the character development is good, and the book's ability
to tackle larger issuesis solid. In the end, Ruby must make an important decision. Then it's on to book two. -
Ilene Cooper Booklist"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
DelorisWagner:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Darkest Minds (A Darkest Minds Novel).

LoisAraiza:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual isyou don't know which one you should start with. This The Darkest Minds (A
Darkest Minds Novel) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Patricia Watts:

The Darkest Minds (A Darkest Minds Novel) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author
giving hig/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Darkest Minds (A Darkest
Minds Novel) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage
of crucia contemplating.

Veronica Lopez:

The book untitled The Darkest Minds (A Darkest Minds Novel) contain alot of information on the idea. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author.



The author will take you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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