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Following a series of murders, an apothecary’s apprentice must solve puzzles and
decipher codes in pursuit of a secret that could destroy the world in this
“spectacular debut” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review).

“Tell no one what I’ve given you.”

Until he got that cryptic warning, Christopher Rowe was happy, learning how to
solve complex codes and puzzles and creating powerful medicines, potions, and
weapons as an apprentice to Master Benedict Blackthorn—with maybe an
explosion or two along the way.

But when a mysterious cult begins to prey on London’s apothecaries, the trail of
murders grows closer and closer to Blackthorn’s shop. With time running out,
Christopher must use every skill he’s learned to discover the key to a terrible
secret with the power to tear the world apart.

In his stunning debut novel, Kevin Sands brings readers on a heart-stopping
adventure rich with suspense, mystery, and unforgettable characters.
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Following a series of murders, an apothecary’s apprentice must solve puzzles and decipher codes in pursuit
of a secret that could destroy the world in this “spectacular debut” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review).

“Tell no one what I’ve given you.”

Until he got that cryptic warning, Christopher Rowe was happy, learning how to solve complex codes and
puzzles and creating powerful medicines, potions, and weapons as an apprentice to Master Benedict
Blackthorn—with maybe an explosion or two along the way.

But when a mysterious cult begins to prey on London’s apothecaries, the trail of murders grows closer and
closer to Blackthorn’s shop. With time running out, Christopher must use every skill he’s learned to discover
the key to a terrible secret with the power to tear the world apart.

In his stunning debut novel, Kevin Sands brings readers on a heart-stopping adventure rich with suspense,
mystery, and unforgettable characters.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 4–6—An auspicious debut middle grade novel. Set in the 1600s, the story revolves around Christopher
Rowe, the apprentice to a Master Apothecary. After losing his master, Christopher begins to unravel a series
of complex codes that his master had, unbeknownst to Chris, been preparing him to solve all along. The
more that the protagonist uncovers, the more he finds himself in danger, along with his loyal-to-a-fault best
friend. The story is well paced, managing not only to keep readers hooked but also second guessing
everything they think they know. Sands integrates a series of fun and interesting riddles and codes with
chemistry concepts—no easy feat. The ending is dynamic and rewarding, with just the right blend of the
fantastical and realistic. One of the true triumphs is the author's ability to create a character who feels
accurate for the time period, while also displaying a modern sensibility that will keep readers engaged. The
action does get intense but would still be appropriate for upper elementary school students. VERDICT This
is an excellent story for readers who enjoy puzzles, action, and fantasy; keep an eye out for future
installments.—Chad Lane, Easton Elementary, Wye Mills, MD

Review
"Captivating! A masterful page-turner brimming with secrets, traps, friendship, intrigue, pigeons, potions,
loyalty, and explosions. Kevin Sands has created an engaging, kind-hearted, and humorous young hero in
apothecary's apprentice Christopher Rowe. This thrilling adventure will keep you hooked." (Ingrid Law
Newbery Honor and NYT bestselling author of Savvy)

"Magic, adventure, and things that go boom--I love this book." (Eoin Colfer author of the bestselling Artemis
Fowl series)

"First-time novelist Sands has written an exciting and self-assured tale of alchemy and dark secrets . . . Sands
adeptly balances the novel’s darker turns with moments of levity and humor, and fills the book with nicely
detailed characters and historical background—plus lots of explosions. It’s a story that should have broad
appeal, while especially intriguing readers with an existing interest in chemistry, history, and decoding
puzzles." (Publishers Weekly, STARRED REVIEW)

"A spectacular debut." (Kirkus Reviews, STARRED REVIEW)

An auspicious debut middle grade novel. Set in the 1600s, the story revolves around Christopher Rowe, the
apprentice to a Master Apothecary. After losing his master, Christopher begins to unravel a series of
complex codes that his master had, unbeknownst to Chris, been preparing him to solve all along. The more
that the protagonist uncovers, the more he finds himself in danger, along with his loyal-to-a-fault best friend.
The story is well paced, managing not only to keep readers hooked, but also second guessing everything they
think they know. Sands integrates a series of fun and interesting riddles and codes with chemistry
concepts—no easy feat. The ending is dynamic and rewarding, with just the right blend of the fantastical and
realistic. One of the true triumphs is the author’s ability to create a character who feels accurate for the time
period, while also displaying a modern sensibility that will keep readers engaged. The action does get
intense, but would still be appropriate for upper elementary school students. VERDICT This is an excellent
story for readers who enjoy puzzles, action, and fantasy; keep an eye out for future installments (School
Library Journal STARRED REVIEW)

"An auspicious debut middle grade novel . . . The story is well paced, managing not only to keep readers



hooked, but also second guessing everything they think they know. Sands integrates a series of fun and
interesting riddles and codes with chemistry concepts—no easy feat. The ending is dynamic and rewarding,
with just the right blend of the fantastical and realistic. One of the true triumphs is the author’s ability to
create a character who feels accurate for the time period, while also displaying a modern sensibility that will
keep readers engaged . . . VERDICT This is an excellent story for readers who enjoy puzzles, action, and
fantasy; keep an eye out for future installments." (School Library Journal STARRED REVIEW)

"An inspired blend of action, adventure, science, history, and humor, filled with fascinating facts, clever
codes, and wonderful characters." (Stuart Gibbs bestsellling author of the Spy School series)

About the Author
Since escaping from university with a pair of degrees in theoretical physics, Kevin Sands has worked as a
researcher, a business consultant, and a teacher. He lives in Toronto, Canada. He is the author of the award-
winning and bestselling Blackthorn Key series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Blackthorn Key. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book The Blackthorn Key. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's read.

Cierra Persaud:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Blackthorn Key as the daily resource information.

Debra Durso:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Blackthorn Key publication written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Blackthorn Key as good book not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.



Jeffrey Blough:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book The
Blackthorn Key. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring
you from one place to other place.
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