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How do you investigate the murder of a woman without a life? That is the
challenge facing Cooper and Fry when a reclusive agoraphobic is found shot to
death in her home. With no friends, no family, and virtually no contact with the
outside world, the dead woman may simply have been the unlucky victim of a
random homicide.

At virtually the same time, a raging house fire claims the lives of a young mother
and two of her children. But as the debris is cleared, troubling questions remain
in the ashes—among them, how did the blaze start, where was the husband at two
a.m. the night of the fire, and was it really the flames that killed his family?

Now, as Cooper faces the reemergence of a dark secret he'd hoped to forget, and
Fry copes with problems both personal and professional, a horrific possibility
begins to take shape: What if the two investigations are somehow connected? A
mysterious and unpredictable killer is on the loose. And his next victims could
very well be the only two cops who can stop him.
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How do you investigate the murder of a woman without a life? That is the challenge facing Cooper and Fry
when a reclusive agoraphobic is found shot to death in her home. With no friends, no family, and virtually no
contact with the outside world, the dead woman may simply have been the unlucky victim of a random
homicide.

At virtually the same time, a raging house fire claims the lives of a young mother and two of her children.
But as the debris is cleared, troubling questions remain in the ashes—among them, how did the blaze start,
where was the husband at two a.m. the night of the fire, and was it really the flames that killed his family?

Now, as Cooper faces the reemergence of a dark secret he'd hoped to forget, and Fry copes with problems
both personal and professional, a horrific possibility begins to take shape: What if the two investigations are
somehow connected? A mysterious and unpredictable killer is on the loose. And his next victims could very
well be the only two cops who can stop him.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Two gruesome homicides preoccupy Det. Sgt. Diane Fry and Det. Constable Ben Cooper in Booth's
ambitious seventh police procedural (after The Dead Place). In England's Peak district, Fry looks into a
suspicious house fire that killed Lindsay Mullen and two of her young children, while her husband, Brian,
escaped with minor injuries. Meanwhile, Cooper investigates the death of Rose Shepherd, a reclusive woman
killed by an apparent sniper-shot through her bedroom window. Both cases yield few clues, and Fry and
Cooper run into one dead-end after another. While the link that they eventually uncover between the murders
of Shepherd and the Mullens and a notorious Bulgarian gang stretches credulity, Booth compensates with his
energetic pace and memorable characters. Genre fans may find a subplot involving psychotic hallucinations
clichéd, but few will be able to predict Booth's twisted conclusion. (May)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Crime fiction for the thinking man or woman: powerful...poignant...and damnably hard to put
down."—January Magazine

"A modern master of rural noir."—Guardian, UK

“Few will be able to predict Booth’s twisted conclusion.”—Publishers Weekly

Review
Praise for 'Scared to Live': 'It's easy to see why Stephen Booth's novels are so popular. The awesome scenery
is an ideal background for a murder or two; he has developed his two principal characters into rounded
personalities and he always gives them an intriguing mystery to investigate.' Sunday Telegraph 'A modern
master of rural noir.' Guardian 'Booth's aim is to portray the darkness that lies below the surface! in this he
succeeds wonderfully well.' Mark Billingham, Daily Mail 'Ingenious plotting and richly atmospheric.'
Reginald Hill Praise for Stephen Booth: 'Stephen Booth creates a fine sense of place and atmosphere ! the
unguessable solution to the crime comes as a real surprise.' Sunday Telegraph 'The complex relationship
between [Cooper and Fry] is excellently drawn, and is combined with an intriguing plot and a real sense of
place: Stephen Booth is an author to keep an eye on.' Evening Standard 'A leading light of British crime
writing.' Guardian 'In this atmospheric debut, Stephen Booth makes high summer in Derbyshire as dark and
terrifying as midwinter.' Val McDermid "Black Dog' sinks its teeth into you and doesn't let go ! A dark star
may be born!' Reginald Hill

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emma O\'Neill:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story



how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Scared to Live (Cooper & Fry Mysteries Book 7), you can tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Ricky Bradley:

The particular book Scared to Live (Cooper & Fry Mysteries Book 7) has a lot of information on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Bryan Lewis:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Scared to Live (Cooper &
Fry Mysteries Book 7), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its identified as reading friends.

Ashley Johnson:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Scared to Live (Cooper & Fry Mysteries
Book 7) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside
that the guide Scared to Live (Cooper & Fry Mysteries Book 7) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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