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All of us have lurking in our DNA a most remarkable gene, which has a crucial
job —it protects us from cancer. Known simply as p53, this gene constantly scans
our cellsto ensure that they grow and divide without mishap, as part of the
routine maintenance of our bodies. If acell makes amistake in copying its DNA
during the process of division, p53 stopsit in its tracks, summoning a repair team
before allowing the cell to carry on dividing. If the mistake isirreparable and the
rogue cell threatens to grow out of control, p53 commands the cell to commit
suicide. Cancer cannot develop unless p53 itself is damaged or prevented from
functioning normally.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, p53 is the most studied single genein history.

This book tells the story of medical science's mission to unravel the mysteries of
this crucia gene, and to get to the heart of what happens in our cells when they
turn cancerous. Through the personal accounts of key researchers, p53: The Gene
that Cracked the Cancer Code reveal s the fascination of the quest for scientific
understanding, as well as the huge excitement of the chase for new cures —the
hype, the enthusiasm, the lost opportunities, the blind aleys, and the thrilling
breakthroughs. And as the long-anticipated revolution in cancer treatment
tailored to each individual patient's symptoms begins to take off at last, p53
remains at the cutting edge.

Thistimely tale of scientific discovery highlights the tremendous recent advances

made in our understanding of cancer, a disease that affects more than onein three
of usat some point in our lives.
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All of us have lurking in our DNA amost remarkable gene, which has a crucial job — it protects us from
cancer. Known simply as p53, this gene constantly scans our cells to ensure that they grow and divide
without mishap, as part of the routine maintenance of our bodies. If acell makes a mistake in copying its
DNA during the process of division, p53 stopsit in its tracks, summoning arepair team before allowing the
cell to carry on dividing. If the mistake isirreparable and the rogue cell threatens to grow out of control, p53
commands the cell to commit suicide. Cancer cannot develop unless p53 itself is damaged or prevented from
functioning normally.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, p53 is the most studied single genein history.

This book tells the story of medical science's mission to unravel the mysteries of this crucia gene, and to get
to the heart of what happens in our cells when they turn cancerous. Through the personal accounts of key
researchers, p53: The Gene that Cracked the Cancer Code reveal s the fascination of the quest for scientific
understanding, as well as the huge excitement of the chase for new cures — the hype, the enthusiasm, the lost
opportunities, the blind alleys, and the thrilling breakthroughs. And as the long-anticipated revolution in
cancer treatment tailored to each individual patient's symptoms begins to take off at last, p53 remains at the
cutting edge.

Thistimely tale of scientific discovery highlights the tremendous recent advances made in our understanding
of cancer, a disease that affects more than one in three of us at some point in our lives.
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Editorial Review
Review

“It's not the destination that's important here, but the journey. Thisis not only a story about the gene on
chromosome 17, nor only about the nature of cancer, but aso about how science works.” ?The Boston Globe

“Ms. Armstrong's book comes aive in the sections where she explores cancer'shumantoll . . . Sheaso
captures the excitement of researchers as they come upon eureka moments.” ?The Wall Street Journal

“A brilliant narrative that captures the essence of the scientific challenges faced by researchersin this pursuit
and the progress that has been made in our understanding of p53.” ?cience

“She covers every aspect of cancer development, giving us a sense of how this evasive illness persists, even
in the face of modern medicine. . . It iswith hope and hard work that we can look to the future with
optimism. ” ?San Francisco Book Review

About the Author

Sue Armstrong is a science writer and foreign correspondent who has worked for New Scientist and BBC
World Service. Since the 1980s, she has undertaken regular assignments for the World Health Organization
(WHO) and UNAIDS, writing about health issues. The author of A Matter of Life and Death: Inside the
Hidden World of the Pathologist, Armstrong lives in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Emily Walker:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the p53: The Gene that Cracked
the Cancer Code is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Nellie Kim:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this p53: The Gene that Cracked the Cancer Code, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours



publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading areserve.

K athleen Bonds:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this p53: The Gene that Cracked the Cancer Code
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own persona hunger then you still question p53: The Gene that Cracked the Cancer
Code as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one reserve that can break
don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Pearlie Wong:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This p53: The Gene that Cracked the
Cancer Code can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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