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Janusz Korczak was a Polish physician and educator who wrote over twenty
books--his fiction wasin his time as well known as Peter Pan, and his nonfiction
works bore passionate messages of child advocacy. During World War |1, the
Jewish orphanage he directed was relocated to the Warsaw ghetto. Although
Korczak's celebrity afforded him many chances to escape, he refused to abandon
the children. He was killed at Treblinka along with the children. King Matt the
First, one of Korczak's most beloved tales, is the story of aboy who becomes
king and sets out to reform his kingdom. He decrees that al children are to be
given apiece of chocolate at the end of each day. He visits faraway lands and
befriends cannibal kings. Whenever his ministers tell him something's
impossible, he putsthem in jail. He disguises himself as a soldier and becomes a
hero. But, asin real life, fantasy istempered by reality:Matt's fellow kings
become jealous of his success--and in the end, Matt fals, although it's clear that
he was the greatest king there ever was. Now this rediscovered classicis
available again, and with avibrant new cover by award-winning artist Brian
Selznick. Thistimeless tale shows that only through the honesty and spontaneity
of children can grown-ups begin to imagine and to create a better world.
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Janusz Korczak was a Polish physician and educator who wrote over twenty books--hisfiction wasin his
time as well known as Peter Pan, and his nonfiction works bore passionate messages of child advocacy.
During World War 11, the Jewish orphanage he directed was relocated to the Warsaw ghetto. Although
Korczak's celebrity afforded him many chances to escape, he refused to abandon the children. He was killed
at Treblinka along with the children. King Matt the First, one of Korczak's most beloved tales, is the story of
aboy who becomes king and sets out to reform his kingdom. He decrees that all children areto be given a
piece of chocolate at the end of each day. He visits faraway lands and befriends cannibal kings. Whenever
his ministerstell him something's impossible, he putsthem in jail. He disguises himself as a soldier and
becomes ahero. But, asin redl life, fantasy istempered by reality:Matt's fellow kings become jealous of his
success--and in the end, Matt falls, although it's clear that he was the greatest king there ever was. Now this
rediscovered classic is avail able again, and with a vibrant new cover by award-winning artist Brian Selznick.
This timeless tale shows that only through the honesty and spontaneity of children can grown-ups begin to
imagine and to create a better world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Unforgettable to the last full stop. One of the great classics’ -- Michael Morpurgo, Children's Laureate
"Janusz Korczak is an important writer... His message is still relevant today, that children matter; indeed that
they should be a priority in our culture, because it's only with a child's imagination that grown-ups can begin
to conceive a better world" -- Yann Martel, author of ‘Life of Pi' "Absolutely wonderful. A gripping and
classic entertainment from start to shocking finish. Definitely abook for al ages' -- Matt Haig, author of
"The Last Family in England' "The spirit of Korczak, living on, could make a better world for all humans®
Publisher's Weekly "Droll and melancholy, wry and touching, King Matt is afable that offers afierce,
truthful picture of children struggling to make sense of grown-up nonsense... This small masterpieceisarare
tribute to the psychological depth and marvellous workings of a child's heart and mind" -- Maurice Sendak,
author of 'Where the Wild Things Are'

About the Author

Janusz KorczakK wrote the classic children’s book King Matt the First and many nonfiction works. To mark
the centennia of Korczak’s birth, the United Nations declared 1979 the International Y ear of the Child and
dedicated it to him. Korczak perished in 1942 in Treblinka, along with the Jewish orphans he refused to
abandon.

A nationally renowned advocate for literacy and literature-based instruction, Esmé Raji Codell istoday "one
of the nation's most sought-after voices for empowering teachers' (People) and a" Superstar of Education”
(Scolastic Instructor). Esmé has been interviewed on CBS This Morning, CNN, C-SPAN’s Book Talk, and
NPR. The author of How to Get Your Child to Love Reading as well as award-winning books for children,
Esmé lives with her husband and son in Chicago, where she spent many years as an educator in Chicago
public schools and now runs the popular children's literature Web site PlanetEsme.com and the unique
literary salon, the PlanetEsme Bookroom.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Freddie Patton:

The book King Matt the First make one feel enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou may use to make your capable
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book King Matt the First to become your habit, you can get alot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou may
know everything if you like wide open and read a book King Matt the First. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about this reserve?

Laura Thompson:

Precisely why? Because this King Matt the First is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting



for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If | had been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Amy Zambrano:

Beside thiskind of King Matt the First in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get nearer to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis fresh from your oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
King Matt the First because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have
book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniquesyou still want to missit? Find this book aswell as read it from currently!

David Burch:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That King Matt the First can give you alot of close friends
because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have King Matt the First.
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