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A novel about the un-easy and often misunderstood relationships of Crypto-Jews
and Hispanos in New Mexico and their deep common roots in Spanish history--
conquest and colonization--and religious faith and shared values. Brotherhood of
the Light follows the lives of three men from one family who lived in different
centuries but were inexorably bound by the legacy of a cross that was brought
from the Old World to the New. A relic that had come to prominence at the battle
for Granada, when Spain united to expel the Moors. Descendants of Sephardic
Jews who fled the Inquisition in Spain, the family joined Los Hermanos
Penitentes. This secretive society of lay Catholic men in Northern New Mexico,
who believe in emulating Christ's Passion, his trial, his walk, and his suffering on
the cross at the end of each Lenten season, was used for a dozen generations as a
shield by the family to disguise their Crypto-Jewish identity while they struggled
with the legacy bestowed upon them. John Castillo lives in this century, and is in
search of the cross which had become lost two-hundred years before. Spiritually,
he is devoid of a true set of beliefs, as he is one who knows of the family's past
through inherited secret oral history. He is conflicted with who he is. Is he
Catholic, or is he Jewish? Is he something because he was born into it, or is he
something because he believes? The others in John's long family history include
Ramón Bernal de Castilla, a Sephardic Jew who leaves Spain in the 1590's as a
reluctant Conquistador, joins Juan de Oñate's troops to settle Nuevo Mexico, and
is the first keeper of the cross that originated in the forges of Castile. And,
Andrés Castillo, a boy of thirteen in the early 1800's taken as a slave by Navajo
raiders. Having hidden the cross in a desperate attempt to save it, he returns
decades later to the hiding place with his son and grandsons as a tribute to the
spiritual wealth it has brought to them all. Moving seamlessly between the past
and present, weaving together the intricacies of religious fundamentalism,
unwavering faith, and a true passion for knowing one's past, Ray Michael Baca
takes us on a journey into the stark, beautiful desert, and the romantic valley of
the Rio Grande, where Spanish dreams and Native souls have clashed and then
lived as neighbors for 400 years. The text of this gripping story is written in
English, Spanish and Ladino.
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with the legacy bestowed upon them. John Castillo lives in this century, and is in search of the cross which
had become lost two-hundred years before. Spiritually, he is devoid of a true set of beliefs, as he is one who
knows of the family's past through inherited secret oral history. He is conflicted with who he is. Is he
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believes? The others in John's long family history include Ramón Bernal de Castilla, a Sephardic Jew who
leaves Spain in the 1590's as a reluctant Conquistador, joins Juan de Oñate's troops to settle Nuevo Mexico,
and is the first keeper of the cross that originated in the forges of Castile. And, Andrés Castillo, a boy of
thirteen in the early 1800's taken as a slave by Navajo raiders. Having hidden the cross in a desperate attempt
to save it, he returns decades later to the hiding place with his son and grandsons as a tribute to the spiritual
wealth it has brought to them all. Moving seamlessly between the past and present, weaving together the
intricacies of religious fundamentalism, unwavering faith, and a true passion for knowing one's past, Ray
Michael Baca takes us on a journey into the stark, beautiful desert, and the romantic valley of the Rio
Grande, where Spanish dreams and Native souls have clashed and then lived as neighbors for 400 years. The
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Editorial Review

Review
A novel about the un-easy and often misunderstood relationships of Crypto-Jews and Hispanos in New
Mexico and their deep common roots in Spanish history--conquest and colonization--and religious faith and
shared values. Brotherhood of the Light follows the lives of three men from one family who lived in different
centuries but were inexorably bound by the legacy of a cross that was brought from the Old World to the
New. A relic that had come to prominence at the battle for Granada, when Spain united to expel the Moors.
Descendants of Sephardic Jews who fled the Inquisition in Spain, the family joined Los Hermanos
Penitentes. This secretive society of lay Catholic men in Northern New Mexico, who believe in emulating
Christ s Passion, his trial, his walk, and his suffering on the cross at the end of each Lenten season, was used
for a dozen generations as a shield by the family to disguise their Crypto-Jewish identity while they struggled
with the legacy bestowed upon them. --Lector: The Hispanic Review Journal

About the Author
Ray Michael Baca was born in Albuquerque, New Mexico in 1959, and grew up in the small town of
Bernalillo. He attended Navajo Community College in Tsaile, Arizona, and since 1981 has made his career
in the business sector. On leaving New Mexico in 1988, he contended I have been trying to make my way
back home ever since.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

Brotherhood of the Light: The Penitentes and Crypto-Jews of New Mexico can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement
in writing Brotherhood of the Light: The Penitentes and Crypto-Jews of New Mexico yet doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Heidi Odom:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Brotherhood of the Light: The Penitentes and Crypto-Jews of New Mexico this e-
book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of
you.



Neil Espinoza:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Brotherhood of the Light: The Penitentes and
Crypto-Jews of New Mexico can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Donna Wright:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Brotherhood of the Light: The Penitentes and Crypto-Jews
of New Mexico was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Brotherhood of the
Light: The Penitentes and Crypto-Jews of New Mexico has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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