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The first complete English trandation of The Alchemy of Happiness, thisis
Imam Ghazzali s Persian summary of hisfamous Arabic treatise on morality and
ethicsin Islam, The Revival of Religious Sciences. In thiswork, Ghazzali details
the many pitfalls, snares, and distractionsinternal and external that lie in wait to
divert the traveler of the Way from attaining the goal which Ghazzali calls
spiritual happiness. But there are also defenders, guides, and helpers which the
traveler may enlist in hisaid if he recognizes them. In The Alchemy, Ghazzali
has provided the traveler of the Way with a critique of faith and a detailed
guidebook to guide him safely to that goal. If he followsits counsels, he will
successfully pass through the awesome tribunal of the Resurrection to achieve
everlasting salvation, the highest degree of which isthat state in which there
remains neither fear of the terrors of hell nor appetite for the pleasures of
Paradise. It isthe pure ecstasy of the loving Divine Presence: Absolute spiritual
happiness.
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The first complete English trandlation of The Alchemy of Happiness, thisis Imam Ghazzali s Persian
summary of hisfamous Arabic treatise on morality and ethicsin Islam, The Revival of Religious Sciences.
In thiswork, Ghazzali details the many pitfalls, snares, and distractions internal and external that lie in wait
to divert the traveler of the Way from attaining the goal which Ghazzali calls spiritual happiness. But there
are also defenders, guides, and hel pers which the traveler may enlist in his aid if he recognizes them. In The
Alchemy, Ghazzali has provided the traveler of the Way with a critique of faith and a detailed guidebook to
guide him safely to that goal. If he follows its counsels, he will successfully pass through the awesome
tribunal of the Resurrection to achieve everlasting salvation, the highest degree of which is that statein
which there remains neither fear of the terrors of hell nor appetite for the pleasures of Paradise. It isthe pure
ecstasy of the loving Divine Presence: Absolute spiritual happiness.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Al-Ghazalt (c.1056 1111) was one of the most prominent and influential philosophers, theologians, jurists,
and mystics of Sunni Islam. He was active at atime when Sunni theology had just passed through its
consolidation and entered a period of intense challenges from Shiite Ismailite theology and the Arabic
tradition of Aristotelian philosophy (falsafa). Al-Ghazali understood the importance of falsafa and devel oped
a complex response that rejected and condemned some of its teachings, while it also allowed him to accept
and apply others. Al-Ghazali's critique of twenty positions of falsafa in his Incoherence of the Philosophers
(Tahéfut al-falasifa) is asignificant landmark in the history of philosophy as it advances the nominalist
critique of Aristotelian science developed later in 14th century Europe. On the Arabic and Muslim side al-
Ghazali's acceptance of demonstration (apodeixis) led to amuch more refined and precise discourse on
epistemology and a flowering of Aristotelian logics and metaphysics. With al-Ghazalt begins the successful
introduction of Aristotelianism or rather Avicennism into Muslim theology. After a period of appropriation
of the Greek sciences in the tranglation movement from Greek into Arabic and the writings of the falasifa up
to Avicenna (Ibn Sing, ¢.980 1037), philosophy and the Greek sciences were naturalized into the discourse of
kalam and Muslim theology (Sabra 1987). Al-Ghazali's approach to resolving apparent contradictions
between reason and revelation was accepted by almost all later Muslim theol ogians and had, via the works of
Averroes (Ibn Rushd, 1126 98) and Jewish authors a significant influence on Latin medieval thinking.

-- Griffel, Frank, "Al-Ghazali", The Sanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer 2013 Edition), Edward
N. Zalta (ed.)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Doris Geer:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book al-Ghazzali Alchemy of Happiness 2 Vol. set (Great
Books of the Islamic World). Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know
about how isimportant a book al-Ghazzali Alchemy of Happiness 2 Vol. set (Great Books of the Islamic
World). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Benjamin Holmes:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read. al-
Ghazzali Alchemy of Happiness 2 Vol. set (Great Books of the Islamic World) can be your answer asit can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.



Teresa Ealy:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like al-Ghazzali Alchemy of Happiness 2 Val.

set (Great Books of the Islamic World) which is obtaining the e-book version. So, why not try out this book?
Let's notice.

Millie Goodman:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. Thisreserve al-Ghazzali Alchemy of Happiness 2 Vol. set (Great Books of the
Islamic World) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit of abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read abook. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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