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Where would we be without conversation? Throughout history, conversations
have allowed us to see different perspectives, build ideas, and solve problems.
Conversations, particularly those referred to in this book as academic
conversations, push students to think and learn in lasting ways. Academic
conversations are back-and-forth dialogues in which students focus on a topic
and explore it by building, challenging, and negotiating relevant ideas.

Unfortunately, academic conversations are rare in many classrooms. Talk is often
dominated by the teacher and a few students, or it does not advance beyond short
responses to the teacher's questions. Even certain teaching approaches and
curriculum programs neglect to train students how to maintain a focused,
respectful, and thoughtful conversation.

To address these challenges, authors Jeff Zwiers and Marie Crawford have
identified five core communication skills to help students hold productive
academic conversations across content areas. These skills include: elaborating
and clarifying, supporting ideas with evidence, building on and/or challenging
ideas, paraphrasing, and synthesizing. This book shows teachers how to weave
the cultivation of academic conversation skills and conversations into current
teaching approaches. More specifically, it describes how to use conversations to
build the following:

Academic vocabulary and grammar●

Critical thinking skills such as persuasion, interpretation, consideration of●

multiple perspectives, evaluation, and application
Literacy skills such as questioning, predicting, connecting to prior knowledge,●

and summarizing
Complex and abstract essential understandings in content areas such as●

adaptation, human nature, bias, conservation of mass, energy, gravity, irony,
democracy, greed, and more
An academic classroom environment brimming with respect for others' ideas,●

equity of voice, engagement, and mutual support
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The ideas in this book stem from many hours of classroom practice, research, and
video analysis across grade levels and content areas. Readers will find numerous
practical activities for working on each conversation skill, crafting conversation-
worthy tasks, and using conversations to teach and assess. Academic
Conversations offers an in-depth approach to helping students develop into the
future parents, teachers, and leaders who will collaborate to build a better world.
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Where would we be without conversation? Throughout history, conversations have allowed us to see
different perspectives, build ideas, and solve problems. Conversations, particularly those referred to in this
book as academic conversations, push students to think and learn in lasting ways. Academic conversations
are back-and-forth dialogues in which students focus on a topic and explore it by building, challenging, and
negotiating relevant ideas.

Unfortunately, academic conversations are rare in many classrooms. Talk is often dominated by the teacher
and a few students, or it does not advance beyond short responses to the teacher's questions. Even certain
teaching approaches and curriculum programs neglect to train students how to maintain a focused, respectful,
and thoughtful conversation.

To address these challenges, authors Jeff Zwiers and Marie Crawford have identified five core
communication skills to help students hold productive academic conversations across content areas. These
skills include: elaborating and clarifying, supporting ideas with evidence, building on and/or challenging
ideas, paraphrasing, and synthesizing. This book shows teachers how to weave the cultivation of academic
conversation skills and conversations into current teaching approaches. More specifically, it describes how to
use conversations to build the following:

Academic vocabulary and grammar●

Critical thinking skills such as persuasion, interpretation, consideration of multiple perspectives,●

evaluation, and application
Literacy skills such as questioning, predicting, connecting to prior knowledge, and summarizing●

Complex and abstract essential understandings in content areas such as adaptation, human nature, bias,●

conservation of mass, energy, gravity, irony, democracy, greed, and more
An academic classroom environment brimming with respect for others' ideas, equity of voice, engagement,●

and mutual support

The ideas in this book stem from many hours of classroom practice, research, and video analysis across
grade levels and content areas. Readers will find numerous practical activities for working on each
conversation skill, crafting conversation-worthy tasks, and using conversations to teach and assess.
Academic Conversations offers an in-depth approach to helping students develop into the future parents,
teachers, and leaders who will collaborate to build a better world.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book will dazzle you with its passion and practicality. There are common sense and uncommonly
creative ideas for any lesson you're planning for tomorrow's third grade reading group or high school history
class. --Yardsticks Blog

This resource is the single tool you need to help your students create the essential link between thinking,
speaking, and writing.- --Professionally Speaking

From critical thinking and literacy skills to building a respectful professional classroom environment, this is
packed with basic ideas perfect for any high school to college-level educator. --Midwest Book Review

About the Author
Jeff Zwiers, Ed.D., works with teachers and schools nationally and internationally on the development of
literacy, language, and content area instruction. He also teaches teacher education courses at Stanford
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

Typically the book Academic Conversations: Classroom Talk that Fosters Critical Thinking and Content
Understandings will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very suited
to you. The book Academic Conversations: Classroom Talk that Fosters Critical Thinking and Content
Understandings is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Shanika Jeans:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be Academic Conversations: Classroom Talk that Fosters Critical Thinking and Content
Understandings.



Jack Unger:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Academic Conversations:
Classroom Talk that Fosters Critical Thinking and Content Understandings, you could enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Burton Zinn:

This Academic Conversations: Classroom Talk that Fosters Critical Thinking and Content Understandings is
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this Academic Conversations: Classroom Talk that Fosters Critical
Thinking and Content Understandings can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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