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A campus shooting. A gang assault. A school bus ambush. With each successive
event, fingers are pointed at the usual suspects: violent films, bloody video
games, explicit web sites. But to what extent can—or should—the media be
implicated in youth crime? And are today's sophisticated young people really that
susceptible to their influence?

Adolescents, Crime, and the Media critically examines perceptions of these
phenomena through the lens of the ongoing relationship between generations of
adults and youth. A wealth of research findings transcends the standard
nature/nurture debate, analyzing media effects on young people's behavior, brain
development in adolescence, ways adults can be misled about youth's
participation in criminal acts, and how science can be manipulated by prevailing
attitudes toward youth. The author strikes a necessary balance between the
viewpoints of media providers and those seeking to restrict media or young
people's access to them. And the book brings scientific and intellectual rigor to
culturaly and politically charged issues asit covers:

- Violence in the media.

- Mediaportrayals of crime and youth.

- Research on violent television programs, video games, and other media as
causes of crime.

- Effects of pornography on behavior.

- Public palicy, censorship, and First Amendment issues.

Adolescents, Crime, and the Media is an essential resource for researchers,
graduate students, professionals, and clinicians across such interrel ated
disciplines as developmental psychology, sociology, educational policy,
criminology/criminal justice, child and school psychology, and media law.
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A campus shooting. A gang assault. A school bus ambush. With each successive event, fingers are pointed at
the usual suspects: violent films, bloody video games, explicit web sites. But to what extent can—or
should—the media be implicated in youth crime? And are today's sophisticated young people really that
susceptible to their influence?

Adolescents, Crime, and the Media critically examines perceptions of these phenomena through the lens of
the ongoing relationship between generations of adults and youth. A wealth of research findings transcends
the standard nature/nurture debate, analyzing media effects on young people's behavior, brain development
in adolescence, ways adults can be misled about youth’s participation in criminal acts, and how science can
be manipulated by prevailing attitudes toward youth. The author strikes a necessary balance between the
viewpoints of media providers and those seeking to restrict media or young peopl€'s access to them. And the
book brings scientific and intellectual rigor to culturally and politically charged issues asit covers:

- Violence in the media.

- Mediaportrayals of crime and youth.

- Research on violent television programs, video games, and other media as causes of crime.
- Effects of pornography on behavior.

- Public policy, censorship, and First Amendment issues.

Adolescents, Crime, and the Media is an essential resource for researchers, graduate students, professionals,
and clinicians across such interrelated disciplines as developmental psychology, sociology, educational
policy, criminology/criminal justice, child and school psychology, and medialaw.
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Editorial Review
Review

Christopher Ferguson’s book Children, Crime, and the Media: A Critical Analysis describes how the news
media often speculates about a relationship between juvenile violence and violent video games, movies, and
other forms of media. Ferguson suggests that speculation is sometimes without merit and then seeks to
determine what link, if any, there is between youth crime and various forms of media.

Children, Crime, and the Media: a Critical Analysisis highly critical of studies researching a causal
connection between media and youth violence, and there may be good reasons for those criticisms given the
politicization of the issue. Perhaps surprisingly to those who are unfamiliar with this area of research, thereis
little evidence that exposure to violent or sexual mediaincreases the prevalence of youth crime. Ferguson’'s
book suggests that concerns regarding perceived harmful effects of media seem generally unwarranted;
therefore, media censorship, as related to minors, and the subsequent impediment to minors’ First
Amendment rights are similarly unwarranted.

Natalie N. Short

Indiana University Maurer School of Law

“Christopher J. Ferguson: Adolescents, Crime, and the Media: A Critical Analysis’ in Journal of Y outh and
Adolescence

From the Back Cover

A campus shooting. A gang assault. A school bus ambush. With each successive event, fingers are pointed at
the usual suspects: violent films, bloody video games, explicit web sites. But to what extent can?or
should?the media be implicated in youth crime? And are today's sophisticated young people really that
susceptible to their influence?

Adolescents, Crime, and the Media critically examines perceptions of these phenomena through the lens of
the ongoing relationship between generations of adults and youth. A wealth of research findings transcends
the standard nature/nurture debate, analyzing media effects on young people's behavior, brain development
in adolescence, ways adults can be misled about youth's participation in criminal acts, and how science can
be manipulated by prevailing attitudes toward youth. The author strikes a necessary balance between the
viewpoints of media providers and those seeking to restrict media or young peopl€'s access to them. And the
book brings scientific and intellectual rigor to culturally and politically charged issues asit covers:

- Violence in the media.

- Media portrayals of crime and youth.

- Research on violent television programs, video games, and other media as causes of crime.
- Effects of pornography on behavior.

- Public policy, censorship, and First Amendment issues.



Adolescents, Crime, and the Media is an essential resource for researchers, graduate students, professionals,
and clinicians across such interrelated disciplines as developmental psychology, sociology, educational
policy, criminology/criminal justice, child and school psychology, and medialaw.

About the Author

Christopher J. Ferguson, Ph.D., is an associate professor of clinical and forensic psychology at Texas
A&M International University. He received his doctorate in clinical psychology from the University of
Central Floridaand is an internationally recognized researcher of video game and other media effects, his
work having been published in leading journals in psychology, criminal justice, pediatrics, and psychiatry.
He recently served as guest editor for the American Psychological Association journal Review of General
Psychology’ s special issue on video game effects. He livesin Laredo, Texas with his wife and young son.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ann Lemieux:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This Adolescents, Crime, and the Media: A Critical Analysis (Advancing Responsible
Adolescent Development) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Adolescents, Crime, and the Media: A
Critical Analysis (Advancing Responsible Adolescent Devel opment) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
available asit. So, do you continue to thinking Adolescents, Crime, and the Media: A Critical Analysis
(Advancing Responsible Adolescent Development) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ruth Aguilar:

The book Adolescents, Crime, and the Media: A Critical Analysis (Advancing Responsible Adolescent
Development) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the
ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book
Adolescents, Crime, and the Media: A Critical Analysis (Advancing Responsible Adolescent Devel opment)
is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Sarah Farmer:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled Adolescents, Crime, and the Media: A Critical Analysis (Advancing



Responsible Adolescent Development) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

William Ward:

That book can make you to fed relax. This specific book Adolescents, Crime, and the Media: A Critical
Analysis (Advancing Responsible Adolescent Development) was colorful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Adolescents, Crime, and the Media: A Critical Analysis (Advancing
Responsible Adolescent Development) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at al of

book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book
to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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