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The foundations for the scientific study of the body and modern Western
medicine as we know it started with William Harvey's discovery of the
circulatory system in the early 17th century. But its roots stretch back asfar as
ancient Greece, when medicine first departed from the divine and the mystical
and moved toward observation and logic. Its early development was slow,
constrained by the taboo around dissection (only external symptoms could be
used for diagnosis), as well as superstition and mysticism (illness was the work
of demons and pixies and curable only by penitence). Paul Strathern steers us
skillfully through the maze of discoveries, diseases, and wrong turns that have
made medicine what it is today—super efficient, high tech, and increasingly
costly. A Brief History of Medicine offers an accessible history of the arguments,
missteps, and dumb luck that led to the world's most important medical
breakthroughs—from anatomy, grave robbing, the plague, and germ theory to
vaccination, quackery, microorganisms, and penicillin.
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observation and logic. Its early development was slow, constrained by the taboo around dissection (only
external symptoms could be used for diagnosis), as well as superstition and mysticism (illness was the work
of demons and pixies and curable only by penitence). Paul Strathern steers us skillfully through the maze of
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jennifer Byler:

Typically the book A Brief History of Medicine: From Hippocrates Four Humoursto Crick and Watson's
Double Helix hasalot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book
was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. That book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Jaclyn Utecht:

This A Brief History of Medicine: From Hippocrates Four Humours to Crick and Watson's Double Helix is
great reserve for you because the content which isfull of information for you who have always deal with
world and a so have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great organize
word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
factsinit. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Brief History of Medicine: From Hippocrates Four Humours to
Crick and Watson's Double Helix in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide
aready do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

April Miller:

Y ou can find this A Brief History of Medicine: From Hippocrates Four Humours to Crick and Watson's
Double Helix by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed
but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are till change. Let'stry to
choose right ways for you.

Anthony L ucas:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add



your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the A

Brief History of Medicine: From Hippocrates Four Humours to Crick and Watson's Double Helix when you
needed it?
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