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Barbara L. Packer's long essay "The Transcendentalists" is widely acknowledged
by scholars of nineteenth-century American literary history as the best-written,
most comprehensive treatment to date of Transcendentalism. Previously existing
only as part of a volume in the magisterial Cambridge History of American
Literature, it will now be available for the first time in a stand-alone edition.

Packer presents Transcendentalism as a living movement, evolving out of such
origins as New England Unitarianism and finding early inspiration in European
Romanticism. Transcendentalism changed religious beliefs, philosophical ideas,
literary styles, and political allegiances. In addition, it was a social movement
whose members collaborated on projects and formed close personal ties.
Transcendentalism contains vigorous thought and expression throughout, says
Packer; only a study of the entire movement can explain its continuing sway over
American thought.

Through fresh readings of both the essential Transcendentalist texts and the best
current scholarship, Packer conveys the movement's genuine expectations that its
radical spirituality not only would lead to personal perfection but also would
inspire solutions to such national problems as slavery and disfranchisement. Here
is Transcendentalism in whole, with Emerson, Thoreau, and Fuller restored to
their place alongside such contemporaries as Bronson Alcott, George Ripley,
Jones Very, Theodore Parker, James Freeman Clarke, Orestes Brownson, and
Frederick Henry Hedge.
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Barbara L. Packer's long essay "The Transcendentalists" is widely acknowledged by scholars of nineteenth-
century American literary history as the best-written, most comprehensive treatment to date of
Transcendentalism. Previously existing only as part of a volume in the magisterial Cambridge History of
American Literature, it will now be available for the first time in a stand-alone edition.

Packer presents Transcendentalism as a living movement, evolving out of such origins as New England
Unitarianism and finding early inspiration in European Romanticism. Transcendentalism changed religious
beliefs, philosophical ideas, literary styles, and political allegiances. In addition, it was a social movement
whose members collaborated on projects and formed close personal ties. Transcendentalism contains
vigorous thought and expression throughout, says Packer; only a study of the entire movement can explain
its continuing sway over American thought.

Through fresh readings of both the essential Transcendentalist texts and the best current scholarship, Packer
conveys the movement's genuine expectations that its radical spirituality not only would lead to personal
perfection but also would inspire solutions to such national problems as slavery and disfranchisement. Here
is Transcendentalism in whole, with Emerson, Thoreau, and Fuller restored to their place alongside such
contemporaries as Bronson Alcott, George Ripley, Jones Very, Theodore Parker, James Freeman Clarke,
Orestes Brownson, and Frederick Henry Hedge.
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Editorial Review

Review

It is curious that in a field long distinguished for its historical scholarship, no satisfactory comprehensive
history of the Transcendentalist movement has appeared since 1876. Packer's The Transcendentalists
answers that need effectively in an engagingly written study grounded in fresh readings of primary sources
and a synthetic command of the best recent scholarship.

(American Literary Scholarship)

This is simply the best contemporary account of Transcendentalism that we have. Packer writes free of
jargon and is exact and comprehensive in handling the sweep of thought necessary to discuss the topic.

(Robert N. Hudspeth editor of The Letters of Margaret Fuller)

This is the best extended study of Transcendentalism available. Packer's is the only attempt to study and
evaluate the movement as a whole. Particularly good are her discussions of the religious, literary, and
philosophical aspects of Transcendentalism; her discussion of the Transcendentalists' responses to slavery is
a gem. She is a graceful writer and succeeds in dealing with a complex topic.

(Joel Myerson coeditor of The Selected Lectures of Ralph Waldo Emerson)

About the Author
Barbara L. Packer is a professor of English at the University of California, Los Angeles. She is the author of
Emerson's Fall.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edith Stewart:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The Transcendentalists?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Charles Steen:

The book with title The Transcendentalists has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of



the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Miranda Wenger:

This The Transcendentalists is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you
who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details
accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Transcendentalists in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Sheila Whitley:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Transcendentalists to make your reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is
to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The
Transcendentalists can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of this time.
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