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The Grapes of Wrath is generally considered Steinbeck’ s masterpiece, but the
short novel was the form he most frequently turned to and most consciously
theorized about, and with constant experimentation he made the form his own.
Much of the best—and the worst—of his writing appearsin his short novels. This
collection reviews what has been categorized as the “good” and the “bad,”
looking beyond the careless labeling that has characterized a great deal of the
commentary on Steinbeck’ s writing to the true strengths and weaknesses of the
works. The contributors demonstrate that even in the short novels that are most
often criticized, there is more depth and sophistication than has generally been
acknowledged.

The essays examine the six most popular short novels—Tortilla Flat, The Red
Pony, Of Mice and Men, The Moon Is Down, Cannery Row, and The Pearl—in
addition to the three usually thought of as less successful—Burning Bright, Sweet
Thursday, and The Short Reign of Pippin V. Because most of Steinbeck’s short
novels were adapted and presented as plays or screenplays, many of the essays
deal with dramatic or film versions of the short novels as well as with the fiction.
The collection concludes with a comprehensive checklist of criticism of the short
novels.

Contributors. Richard Astro, Jackson J. Benson, Carroll Britch, John Ditsky,
Joseph Fontenrose, Warren French, Robert Gentry, Mimi Reisel Gladstein,
William Goldhurst, Tetsumaro Hayashi, Robert S. Hughes Jr., Howard Levant,
Clifford Lewis, Peter Lisca, Anne Loftis, Charles R. Metzger, Michadl J. Meyer,
Raobert E. Morsberger, Louis Owens, Roy S. Simmonds, Mark Spilka, John

Timmerman
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The Grapes of Wrath is generally considered Steinbeck’ s masterpiece, but the short novel was the form he
most frequently turned to and most consciously theorized about, and with constant experimentation he made
the form his own. Much of the best—and the worst—of hiswriting appears in his short novels. This
collection reviews what has been categorized as the “good” and the “bad,” looking beyond the careless
labeling that has characterized a great deal of the commentary on Steinbeck’ s writing to the true strengths
and weaknesses of the works. The contributors demonstrate that even in the short novels that are most often
criticized, there is more depth and sophistication than has generally been acknowledged.

The essays examine the six most popular short novels—Tortilla Flat, The Red Pony, Of Mice and Men, The
Moon Is Down, Cannery Row, and The Pearl—in addition to the three usually thought of asless
successful—Burning Bright, Sveet Thursday, and The Short Reign of Pippin V. Because most of
Steinbeck’ s short novels were adapted and presented as plays or screenplays, many of the essays deal with
dramatic or film versions of the short novels as well as with the fiction. The collection concludes with a
comprehensive checklist of criticism of the short novels.

Contributors. Richard Astro, Jackson J. Benson, Carroll Britch, John Ditsky, Joseph Fontenrose, Warren
French, Robert Gentry, Mimi Reisel Gladstein, William Goldhurst, Tetsumaro Hayashi, Robert S. Hughes
Jr., Howard Levant, Clifford Lewis, Peter Lisca, Anne Loftis, Charles R. Metzger, Michael J. Meyer, Robert
E. Morsberger, Louis Owens, Roy S. Simmonds, Mark Spilka, John Timmerman
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Scott:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or it for al peoplein the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical
Essays with a Checklist to Steinbeck Criticism. All type of book could you see on many methods. Y ou can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Willette Bickel:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Short Novels of John Steinbeck:
Critical Essays with a Checklist to Steinbeck Criticism is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jackson Cabrera:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical
Essays with a Checklist to Steinbeck Criticism. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can
get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get
many advantages.

Cheryl Cooley:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical
Essays with a Checklist to Steinbeck Criticism to make your reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading
ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to seeit and
mingle the opinion about book and studying especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open up



abook and learn it. Beside that the publication The Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical Essayswith a
Checklist to Steinbeck Criticism can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of that time.
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