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Challenging the conventional wisdom that the 1930s were dominated by literary
and photographic realism, Sensational Modernism uncovers arich vein of
experimental work by politically progressive artists. Examining images by
photographers such as Weegee and Aaron Siskind and fiction by writers such as
William Carlos Williams, Richard Wright, Tillie Olsen, and Pietro di Donato,
Joseph Entin argues that these artists drew attention to the country's most
vulnerable residents by using what he calls an "aesthetic of astonishment,"
focused on startling, graphic images of pain, injury, and prejudice.

Traditional portrayals of the poor depicted stoic, passive figures of sentimental
suffering or degraded but potentially threatening figuresin need of supervision.
Sensational modernists sought to shock middle-class audiences into new ways of
seeing the nation's impoverished and outcast populations. The striking images
these artists created, often taking the form of contorted or disfigured bodies
drawn from the realm of the tabloids, pulp magazines, and cinema, represented a
bold, experimental form of social aesthetics. Entin argues that these artists
created awillfully unorthodox brand of vernacular modernism in which formal
avant-garde innovations were used to delineate the conditions, contradictions,
and pressures of life on the nation's fringes.
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Challenging the conventional wisdom that the 1930s were dominated by literary and photographic realism,
Sensational Modernism uncovers arich vein of experimental work by politically progressive artists.
Examining images by photographers such as Weegee and Aaron Siskind and fiction by writers such as
William Carlos Williams, Richard Wright, Tillie Olsen, and Pietro di Donato, Joseph Entin argues that these
artists drew attention to the country's most vulnerabl e residents by using what he calls an "aesthetic of
astonishment," focused on startling, graphic images of pain, injury, and prejudice.

Traditional portrayals of the poor depicted stoic, passive figures of sentimental suffering or degraded but
potentially threatening figuresin need of supervision. Sensational modernists sought to shock middle-class
audiences into new ways of seeing the nation's impoverished and outcast populations. The striking images
these artists created, often taking the form of contorted or disfigured bodies drawn from the realm of the
tabloids, pulp magazines, and cinema, represented a bold, experimental form of social aesthetics. Entin
argues that these artists created a willfully unorthodox brand of vernacular modernism in which formal
avant-garde innovations were used to delineate the conditions, contradictions, and pressures of life on the
nation's fringes.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Remind[s] us how powerful the ideological battles over meaning-making can be, particularly at decisive
moments such as the Great Depression.”

— American Journalism

"This text's subtle exposition of an unacknowledged countertradition in 1930s writing makes it a valuable
contribution to the decade's cultural history."
— American Historical Review

Sensational Modernism brilliantly explores the 'bloody crossroads' where the socialist politics of the 1930s
and modernist literary style met.

&#151Paul Lauter, Trinity College

Entin's study will be an important addition to the revisioning of that decade from so many directionsin
recent years.

&#151Miles Orvell, Temple University

Review
Remind[s] us how powerful the ideological battles over meaning-making can be, particularly at decisive
moments such as the Great Depression.--American Journalism

This text's subtle exposition of an unacknowledged countertradition in 1930s writing makesit avaluable
contribution to the decade's cultural history.--American Historical Review

Inidentifying and exploring what he calls 'sensational modernism' in the 1930s, Entin alters our traditional
views of thirties culture, highlighting the fusion of surrealism, popular culture, and the social imagination.
Entin's study will be an important addition to the revisioning of that decade from so many directionsin
recent years.--Miles Orvell, Temple University

Sensational Modernism brilliantly explores the 'bloody crossroads where the socialist politics of the 1930s
and modernist literary style met. Entin demonstrates that socialism and modernism--far from contradicting
one another--constitute the terms of afascinating and significant cultural discourse as aive today asit was
half a century ago.--Paul Lauter, Trinity College

From the Inside Flap



Challenging the conventional wisdom that the 1930s were dominated by literary and photographic realism,
Entin uncovers arich vein of experimental work by politically progressive artists. Examining images by
photographers such as Weegee and Aaron Siskind and fiction by writers such as William Carlos Williams,
Richard Wright, Tillie Olsen, and Pietro di Donato, he argues that these artists drew attention to the country's
most vulnerable residents by using what he calls an "aesthetic of astonishment," focused on startling, graphic
images of pain, injury, and prejudice.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Mullen:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Sensational M odernism: Experimental Fiction and
Photography in Thirties America (Cultural Studies of the United States). Y ou can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant any book Sensational Modernism:
Experimental Fiction and Photography in Thirties America (Cultural Studies of the United States). Y ou can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as
well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let'slearn.

Charles Wilker son:

The book Sensational Modernism: Experimental Fiction and Photography in Thirties America (Cultural
Studies of the United States) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make studying a book Sensational Modernism: Experimental Fiction and
Photography in Thirties America (Cultural Studies of the United States) for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a book Sensational M odernism:
Experimental Fiction and Photography in Thirties America (Cultural Studies of the United States). Kinds of
book are alot of. It meansthat, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So, how do you think about
this publication?

JaimeWorm:

Why? Because this Sensational Modernism: Experimental Fiction and Photography in Thirties America
(Cultural Studies of the United States) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book closeto it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of gains than the other book have
got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So, till want to hold off
having that book? If | were you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.



Veronica Shriner:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Sensational Modernism: Experimental
Fiction and Photography in Thirties America (Cultural Studies of the United States) can give you alot of
close friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? L et me have Sensational Modernism: Experimental Fiction and
Photography in Thirties America (Cultural Studies of the United States).
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