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This lucid account of Russian and Soviet history presents major trends and events
from ancient Kievan Rus' to Vladimir Putin's renewed presidency of the twenty-
first century. Russia and the Soviet Union
does not shy away from controversial topics, including the impact of the Mongol
conquest, the paradoxes of Peter the Great, the "inevitability" of the 1917
Revolution, the Stalinist terror, and the Gorbachev reform effort. Tackling those
topics and others, Thompson's seventh edition is updated to discuss the flawed
parliamentary elections to the Russian Duma in December 2011 as well as the
election of Vladimir Putin to a second non-consecutive term as president of
Russia in March 2012. Recent sociopolitical changes are reflected in a
thoroughly rewritten Chapter 15 on the "New" Russia and a new Chapter 16
discussing Vladimir Putin and Dmitri Medvedev. Distinguished by its brevity
and amply supplemented with useful images and suggested readings, this
essential text provides balanced coverage of all periods of Russian history and
incorporates economic, social, and cultural developments as well as politics and
foreign policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise from Previous Editions:

"Comprehensive, balanced, up to date, engaging, and deftly written, Russia and the Soviet Union is the best
brief history of Russia available today. The book is perfectly suited for use in introductory courses on
Russian history and for general readers seeking to make sense of Russia over the centuries. Thompson has
packed a lifetime of thoughtful reflection, teaching, and distinguished research into this volume."
—Donald J. Raleigh, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

"Through a fresh format and effective revisions, John Thompson has rendered still more succinct what was
already a very neat, comprehensive and highly readable text. With updated biographies ('Further Reading') in
several chapters and some new illustrations, as well as an additional chapter on Russia under the leadership
of Vladimir Putin, Russia and the Soviet Union in its sixth edition remains a superlative text for both students
of Russian history and the casual reader."
—Vicki Hendrickson Grove, University of Colorado, Boulder

About the Author

John M. Thompson, a graduate of Columbia's Russian Institute, taught history at Indiana University for
seventeen years and was a distinguished visiting professor at the U.S. Air Force Academy and the Air War
College. He is currently teaching Russian and world history at Midcoast Senior College in Maine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Davis:

In other case, little people like to read book Russia and the Soviet Union: A Historical Introduction from the
Kievan State to the Present. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important the book Russia and the Soviet Union: A Historical Introduction from the Kievan
State to the Present. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Francis Griffin:

The event that you get from Russia and the Soviet Union: A Historical Introduction from the Kievan State to
the Present will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Russia and the Soviet



Union: A Historical Introduction from the Kievan State to the Present giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this specific Russia and the Soviet Union: A Historical Introduction
from the Kievan State to the Present instantly.

Lula Day:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book Russia and the Soviet Union: A Historical Introduction from the Kievan
State to the Present it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book features high quality.

Phillip Martin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. Russia and the Soviet Union: A Historical Introduction from the Kievan State to the Present
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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