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Perhaps once in a generation it is possible for a historian to reinterpret the long
sweep of an area and a period in our history. K. Ross Toole has chosen Montana
for this purpose, and the brilliant success of his achievement must be apparent to
all who read these pages.

He has consciously avoided a systematic presentation of the history of this
"uncommon land," Instead, he has chosen to put the great and many of the
smaller but significant episodes of a century and a half into new perspective. The
record, in its colorful and romantic aspects, stretches from the days of Lewis and
Clark; and in its more recent aspects, from the subjugation of the Indian to the
predominance of big mining and timber enterprises. The resulting portrait is
sharply drawn by a man who knows not only how to interpret the remote and
recent past but how to write with great effect.

Montana is best remembered by most Americans as the state in which the Indian
played his last dramatic role with the annihilation of General George Armstrong
Custer. But it was also the area in which the fur trade had its roots; where the
sheepherders and the cattlemen vied with each other for the right to graze the
land; where the "honyockers" tried-and often failed to master the land and the
seasons; where copper interests have played a powerful role in politics and in the
lives of the people; and where, only recently, the oil industry has followed the
boom-and-bust cycle so well known in the state.

This story of Montana points up particularly the position which is and has been
occupied by the state in relation to the nation as a whole. 
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Perhaps once in a generation it is possible for a historian to reinterpret the long sweep of an area and a period
in our history. K. Ross Toole has chosen Montana for this purpose, and the brilliant success of his
achievement must be apparent to all who read these pages.

He has consciously avoided a systematic presentation of the history of this "uncommon land," Instead, he has
chosen to put the great and many of the smaller but significant episodes of a century and a half into new
perspective. The record, in its colorful and romantic aspects, stretches from the days of Lewis and Clark; and
in its more recent aspects, from the subjugation of the Indian to the predominance of big mining and timber
enterprises. The resulting portrait is sharply drawn by a man who knows not only how to interpret the remote
and recent past but how to write with great effect.

Montana is best remembered by most Americans as the state in which the Indian played his last dramatic role
with the annihilation of General George Armstrong Custer. But it was also the area in which the fur trade had
its roots; where the sheepherders and the cattlemen vied with each other for the right to graze the land; where
the "honyockers" tried-and often failed to master the land and the seasons; where copper interests have
played a powerful role in politics and in the lives of the people; and where, only recently, the oil industry has
followed the boom-and-bust cycle so well known in the state.

This story of Montana points up particularly the position which is and has been occupied by the state in
relation to the nation as a whole. 
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Editorial Review

About the Author

K. Ross Toole is the editor with Merrill G. Burlingame of History of Montana and with J. W. Smurr of
Essays on the History of Montana and the Northwest. A native of Montana, he has received degrees from the
universities of Montana and California, from the latter of which he received his Ph. D. He is director of the
Museum of the City of New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesus Novak:

This book untitled Montana: An Uncommon Land to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Alma Young:

This Montana: An Uncommon Land is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Montana: An Uncommon Land in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but
this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
this?

Sherry Ellis:

You can find this Montana: An Uncommon Land by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.



Lorraine Michael:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Montana: An Uncommon Land was vibrant and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Montana: An Uncommon Land has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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