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This unparalleled introduction to cults and new religious movements has been
completely up-dated and expanded to reflect the latest devel opments; each
chapter reviews the origins, leaders, beliefs, rituals and practices of aNRM,
highlighting the specific controversies surrounding each group.

- A fully updated, revised and expanded edition of an unparalleled introduction
to cults and new religious movements

- Profiles a number of the most visible, significant, and controversial new
religious movements, presenting each group’s history, doctrines, rituals,
leadership, and organization

- Offers adiscussion of the major controversiesin which new religious
movements have been involved, using each profiled group to illustrate the
nature of one of those controversies

- Covers debates including what constitutes an authentic religion, the validity of
claims of brainwashing techniques, the implications of experimentation with
unconventional sexual practices, and the deeply rooted cultural fears that cults
engender

- New sections include methods of studying new religionsin each chapter as well
as presentations on ‘ groups to watch’
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This unparalleled introduction to cults and new religious movements has been completely up-dated and
expanded to reflect the latest developments; each chapter reviews the origins, leaders, beliefs, rituals and
practices of aNRM, highlighting the specific controversies surrounding each group.

- A fully updated, revised and expanded edition of an unparalleled introduction to cults and new religious
movements

- Profiles anumber of the most visible, significant, and controversial new religious movements, presenting
each group’s history, doctrines, rituals, leadership, and organization

- Offersadiscussion of the major controversiesin which new religious movements have been involved,
using each profiled group to illustrate the nature of one of those controversies

- Covers debates including what constitutes an authentic religion, the validity of claims of brainwashing
techniques, the implications of experimentation with unconventional sexual practices, and the deeply
rooted cultural fearsthat cults engender

- New sections include methods of studying new religionsin each chapter as well as presentations on
‘groups to watch’
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Editorial Review
Review

The world of new religionsis notoriously complex and diverse. As such, an introductory text must smplify,
but without simplification. This updated edition of Cults and New Religious Movements achieves this
admirably. With an enviable grasp of contemporary scholarship, Douglas Cowan and David Bromley
provide fresh insights into particular groups, events and controversies. Thiswonderfully erudite and lucid
volume should be required reading for al students of new religions.

Christopher Partridge, Lancaster University

An ideal source for those looking for a concise, authoritative introduction to the most important new
religions of the past fifty years. The authors carefully and seriously tackle significant questions about the
nature of new religions, helping readers navigate a controversial and complicated field.

Benjamin E. Zeller, Lake Forest College

The second edition of Cults and New Religious Movements is an astute and accessible textbook written by
two eminent scholars of new religions. Through eight case studies the text examines key issuesthat arisein
relation to new religious movements, thereby shedding light on the study of religionsin general. Thisbook is
avaluable pedagogical tool that stimulates critical analysis and discussion in the classroom and beyond.
Catherine Wessinger, L oyola Univer sity New Orleans

From the Back Cover

“Theworld of new religionsis notoriously complex and diverse. As such, an introductory text must simplify,
but without simplification. This updated edition of Cults and New Religions achieves this admirably. With an
enviable grasp of contemporary scholarship, Douglas Cowan and David Bromley provide fresh insights into
particular groups, events, and controversies. Thiswonderfully erudite and lucid volume should be required
reading for all students of new religions.”

Christopher Partridge, Lancaster University

“An ideal source for those looking for a concise, authoritative introduction to the most important new
religions of the past 50 years. The authors carefully and seriously tackle significant questions about the
nature of new religions, helping readers navigate a controversial and complicated field.”

Benjamin E. Zeller, Lake Forest College

“The second edition of Cults and New Religionsis an astute and accessible textbook written by two eminent
scholars of new religions. Through eight case studies the text examines key issues that arisein relation to
new religious movements, thereby shedding light on the study of religionsin general. Thisbook isavaluable
pedagogical tool that stimulates critical analysis and discussion in the classroom and beyond.”

Catherine Wessinger, Loyola University New Orleans

Cults and New Religions, 2nd edition, provides a concise and lively history of cults, dealing directly with the



conflicts that have marked the rise of controversial new religious movements since the middle of the
twentieth century, and using these conflicts to explore the deeper meanings of new, emergent religions.

Each chapter has been completely updated to reflect the very latest developments within each movement,
and includes a discussion of one of the major sources of controversy surrounding these groups, controversies
that have led to them being popularly regarded as “ cults.” Behind these stereotypes, however, Cowan and
Bromley discussin detail the history, central beliefs, and ritual practices of these groups, illustrating not only
the range and diversity of new religions, and their rich and varied histories, but what they can teach us about
religion more generally.

New to this edition isinformation on the emergence of important new religious groups as well as substantial
new sections on researching new religious movements, the latest scholarly material in the field, and the
importance of these groupsin society. The result is afascinating and informative volume suitable for
students studying this area for the first time.

About the Author

Douglas E. Cowan is Professor of Religious Studies and Social Development Studies at Renison University
College, at the University of Waterloo. He is the author of Cults and New Religious Movements: A Brief
History, Cyberhenge: Modern Pagans on the Internet (2005), Bearing False Witness? An Introduction to the
Christian Countercult(2003) Sacred Terror: Religion and Horror on the Silver Screen (2008) and Sacred
Space: The Quest for Transcendence in Science Fiction Film and Television (2010).

David G. Bromley is Director of the World Religions and Spirituality Project and Professor of Religious
Studies and Sociology in the School of World Studies at Virginia Commonwesalth University. His most
recent publications include Defining Religion: Critical Approachesto Drawing Boundaries Between Sacred
and Secular (2003) and Cults, Religion and Violence (2001).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jerry Gavin:

The event that you get from Cults and New Religions. A Brief History (Wiley Blackwell Brief Histories of
Religion) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Cults and New Religions: A
Brief History (Wiley Blackwell Brief Histories of Religion) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Cults and New Religions: A Brief History
(Wiley Blackwell Brief Histories of Religion) instantly.

Linda Brown:

The book untitled Cults and New Religions: A Brief History (Wiley Blackwell Brief Histories of Religion) is
the book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer



was did alot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Cults and New Religions: A Brief History (Wiley
Blackwell Brief Histories of Religion) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Susan Tarin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Cults and New Religions: A Brief History (Wiley Blackwell Brief Histories of Religion) your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Cults and New Religions: A Brief
History (Wiley Blackwell Brief Histories of Religion) giving you an additional experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Cheryl Reese:

This Cults and New Religions: A Brief History (Wiley Blackwell Brief Histories of Religion) is great
publication for you because the content which isfull of information for you who all always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange
word or we can state no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole factsin
it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Cults and New Religions: A Brief History (Wiley Blackwell Brief
Histories of Religion) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous asingle.
We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do
that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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