
Claiming Sylvia Plath: The Poet as Exemplary
Figure

By Marianne Egeland

Claiming Sylvia Plath: The Poet as Exemplary Figure By Marianne Egeland

Over the years, Sylvia Plath has come to inhabit a contested area of cultural
production with other ambiguous authors between the highbrow, the middlebrow,
and the popular. Claiming Sylvia Plath is a critical and comprehensive reception
study of what has been written about Plath from 1960 to 2010. Academic and
popular interest in her seems incessant, verging on a public obsession. The story
of Sylvia Plath is not only the story of a writer and her texts, but also of the
readers who have tried to make sense of her life and work. A religious tone and a
rhetoric of accountability dominate among the devoted. Questing for the real or
true Sylvia, they share a sense of posessiveness towards outsiders or those who
deviate from what they see as a correct approach to the poet. In order to offer a
new and more nuanced perspective on Plath s public image, the reception has
been organized into interpretive communities composed of critics, feminists,
biographers, psychologists, and friends. Pertinent questions are raised about how
the poet functions as an excemplary figure, and how and by whom she is used to
further theories, politics, careers, and a number of other causes. Ethical issues
and rhetorical strategies consequently loom high in Claiming Sylvia Plath. The
book may be employed both as a guide to the massive body of Plath literature
and as a history of a changing critical doxa. Why Sylvia Plath has been
serviceable to so many and open to colonization is another way of asking why
she keeps on fascinating all kinds of readers worldwide. Claiming Sylvia Plath
suggests a host of possible answers. It includes an extensive Plath bibliography.
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Over the years, Sylvia Plath has come to inhabit a contested area of cultural production with other
ambiguous authors between the highbrow, the middlebrow, and the popular. Claiming Sylvia Plath is a
critical and comprehensive reception study of what has been written about Plath from 1960 to 2010.
Academic and popular interest in her seems incessant, verging on a public obsession. The story of Sylvia
Plath is not only the story of a writer and her texts, but also of the readers who have tried to make sense of
her life and work. A religious tone and a rhetoric of accountability dominate among the devoted. Questing
for the real or true Sylvia, they share a sense of posessiveness towards outsiders or those who deviate from
what they see as a correct approach to the poet. In order to offer a new and more nuanced perspective on
Plath s public image, the reception has been organized into interpretive communities composed of critics,
feminists, biographers, psychologists, and friends. Pertinent questions are raised about how the poet
functions as an excemplary figure, and how and by whom she is used to further theories, politics, careers,
and a number of other causes. Ethical issues and rhetorical strategies consequently loom high in Claiming
Sylvia Plath. The book may be employed both as a guide to the massive body of Plath literature and as a
history of a changing critical doxa. Why Sylvia Plath has been serviceable to so many and open to
colonization is another way of asking why she keeps on fascinating all kinds of readers worldwide. Claiming
Sylvia Plath suggests a host of possible answers. It includes an extensive Plath bibliography.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Marianne Egeland is Professor of Comparative Literature at the University of Oslo, Norway, and previously
worked in academic publishing. She has published books on Sylvia Plath, Mexican literature, the Norwegian
University Press, the rhetoric of biography, and the biography as a historical and literary genre.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Courtney Cook:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Claiming Sylvia Plath: The
Poet as Exemplary Figure book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Michael Walsh:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Claiming Sylvia Plath: The Poet as
Exemplary Figure is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Diane Joiner:

The book untitled Claiming Sylvia Plath: The Poet as Exemplary Figure contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
read.



Abigail Shelton:

This Claiming Sylvia Plath: The Poet as Exemplary Figure is fresh way for you who has fascination to look
for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Claiming Sylvia
Plath: The Poet as Exemplary Figure can be the light food in your case because the information inside that
book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
along with knowledge.
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