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Ismail Kadare’s The Siege dramatizes a relentless fictional assault on a Christian
fortress in the Albanian mountains by the Ottoman Army in the fifteenth century.
As the bloody and psychologically crushing struggle for control over the citadel
unfolds, Kadare’s newest work opens a window onto the eternal clash between
religions and empires as well as the exhilaration, despair, and immediacy of the
battlefield.
Kadare is a hugely respected novelist and a hero to his people, as well as an
outspoken critic of all forms of totalitarianism. The Siege is a “powerfully
atmospheric . . . and vividly rendered” (The Telegraph) novel of considerable
cumulative power and resonance for our own times.
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Ismail Kadare’s The Siege dramatizes a relentless fictional assault on a Christian fortress in the Albanian
mountains by the Ottoman Army in the fifteenth century. As the bloody and psychologically crushing
struggle for control over the citadel unfolds, Kadare’s newest work opens a window onto the eternal clash
between religions and empires as well as the exhilaration, despair, and immediacy of the battlefield.
Kadare is a hugely respected novelist and a hero to his people, as well as an outspoken critic of all forms of
totalitarianism. The Siege is a “powerfully atmospheric . . . and vividly rendered” (The Telegraph) novel of
considerable cumulative power and resonance for our own times.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
First published in Albania in 1970 and translated into French in the '90s, Kadare's (The Successor) beast of a
novel traces a 15th-century Ottoman siege of a Christian citadel in Albania. Ugurlu Tursun Pasha is
commander-in-chief of a vast number of Turkish infantry troops, cavalry, swordsmen and janissaries. From
his pink pavilion on the plain, the pasha must vanquish the Albanians, who refuse to surrender. Readers meet
several on the pasha's side during the bloody battles, including the rather hapless Mevla Çelebi, chronicler to
the Ottomans, and the enlightened quartermaster general. Although there are few Albanian characters,
Kadare, a Man Booker International Prize–winner and Nobel contender, crafts a story whose details add up
to a glimpse into the soul of his own country. Kadare's metaphors leave no doubt that the novel is also an
insightful commentary on life in late 1960s Albania, when the book was written. (Feb.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
Albania?s most distinguished novelist tells the story of fifteenth-century Ottoman invaders who lay siege to
an Albanian fortress and find their assaults thwarted. Kadare mostly narrates from the Ottomans?
perspective, but intersperses short, stylized accounts from the point of view of the besieged Christians. The
novel?s conscience is an official campaign chronicler for the invaders worried about how to confect a
suitably stirring account from the failure and ugliness he witnesses. The resulting tone is both antic and
poignant. At one point, Ottoman soldiers, unused to seeing women unveiled, look at the faces of women they
have captured: ?The men thought they were laughing, but they were actually sobbing. Unless it was the other
way round.?
Copyright ©2008 Click here to subscribe to The New Yorker

From Booklist
Kadare’s captivating blend of fantasy and realism are again on ample display in his latest book to be
published in English, a tale of a medieval Albanian fortress beset by Ottoman invaders. At its most basic, this
novel is a suspenseful and artfully gruesome war story. Characters like Tursun Pasha, the ruminating general,
and Meva Çelebi, the bewildered chronicler, are sketched with nuance yet a simplicity that keeps the focus
on the grinding, perhaps unwinnable siege. But it is a rare war story indeed that can describe ubiquitous acts
of war in a way that somehow resensitizes one to their violence. Kadare succeeds in doing so; in one
particularly haunting passage, in which an astrologer waits to die in the suffocating darkness of a sapper’s
tunnel beneath the castle walls, the cliché that we all die alone is reanimated into true horror. Originally
published in the author’s native Albania in 1970, this book also functions as an allegory about the experience
of totalitarian rule and the inevitability of conquest, even while illustrating the futility of military efforts to
achieve victory. That Kadare’s story continues to feel relevant today is further proof of the author’s
exceptional talent. --Brendan Driscoll

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joanna Weekley:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important usually. The book The Siege seemed to be making you to know about other
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information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The
Siege is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Siege. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Alberto Redden:

The book The Siege will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Siege is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Jesse Harrison:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Siege publication written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Siege as good book but not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Colton Fierros:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Siege. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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