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“[The book] I’ll be pressing into people’s hands forever is “Lolly Willowes,” the
1926 novel by Sylvia Townsend Warner. It tells the story of a woman who
rejects the life that society has fixed for her in favor of freedom and the most
unexpected of alliances. It completely blindsided me: Starting as a
straightforward, albeit beautifully written family saga, it tips suddenly into
extraordinary, lucid wildness.” - Helen Macdonald in The New York Times Book
Review's “By the Book."

In Lolly Willowes, Sylvia Townsend Warner tells of an aging spinster's struggle
to break way from her controlling family—a classic story that she treats with
cool feminist intelligence, while adding a dimension of the supernatural and
strange. Warner is one of the outstanding and indispensable mavericks of
twentieth-century literature, a writer to set beside Djuna Barnes and Jane Bowles,
with a subversive genius that anticipates the fantastic flights of such
contemporaries as Angela Carter and Jeanette Winterson.

 Download Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York ...pdf

 Read Online Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New Yor
...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161


Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review
Books Classics)

By Sylvia Townsend Warner, Alison Lurie

Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review Books Classics) By Sylvia Townsend
Warner, Alison Lurie

“[The book] I’ll be pressing into people’s hands forever is “Lolly Willowes,” the 1926 novel by Sylvia
Townsend Warner. It tells the story of a woman who rejects the life that society has fixed for her in favor of
freedom and the most unexpected of alliances. It completely blindsided me: Starting as a straightforward,
albeit beautifully written family saga, it tips suddenly into extraordinary, lucid wildness.” - Helen Macdonald
in The New York Times Book Review's “By the Book."

In Lolly Willowes, Sylvia Townsend Warner tells of an aging spinster's struggle to break way from her
controlling family—a classic story that she treats with cool feminist intelligence, while adding a dimension
of the supernatural and strange. Warner is one of the outstanding and indispensable mavericks of twentieth-
century literature, a writer to set beside Djuna Barnes and Jane Bowles, with a subversive genius that
anticipates the fantastic flights of such contemporaries as Angela Carter and Jeanette Winterson.

Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review Books Classics) By Sylvia Townsend
Warner, Alison Lurie Bibliography

Sales Rank: #62597 in Books●

Brand: Brand: NYRB Classics●

Published on: 1999-09-30●

Released on: 1999-09-30●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 8.00" h x .60" w x 5.00" l, .55 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

230 pages●

 Download Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York ...pdf

 Read Online Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New Yor ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0940322161


Download and Read Free Online Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review Books
Classics) By Sylvia Townsend Warner, Alison Lurie

Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Sylvia Townsend Warner began her literary career as a poet, and her first novel is as nimble and precise as
poetry and reads as if it might have been composed to a meter. Like some of Jane Austen's fiction, Lolly
Willowes is a comedy about the perils, pleasures, and consolations of spinsterhood, and the predicament of
its heroine is at first deliberately and deceptively commonplace. "Aunt Lolly, a middle-aging lady, light-
footed upon stairs, and indispensable for Christmas Eve and birthday preparations," is nevertheless troubled
by vague, indefinable longings, a hankering after the solitude of woods and dark rural places. At last a
revelation in a greengrocer's leads her to abandon her outraged London family and take rooms in an obscure
hamlet, Great Mop.

Here her neighbors keep curiously late and noisy hours, but otherwise allow her to pass the time "in perfect
idleness and contentment." She is eventually pursued into her idyll, however, by her nephew, and Titus's
familiar small demands drive her to rage and despair: "No! You shan't get me. I won't go back. I won't.... Oh!
Is there no help?" She is promptly visited by a mysterious black kitten, who fastens its claws upon her hand
and draws blood. At once she understands. The kitten is her familiar, and has been sent by dark forces. "She,
Laura Willowes, in England, in the year 1922, had entered into a compact with the Devil."

She has, in short, become a witch--or, rather, she has rediscovered her own slumbering diabolical potential,
in the unlikely setting of a Buckinghamshire hamlet that--as she now realizes--is peopled entirely by witches.
Laura soon attends a rollicking but ultimately rather disappointing midnight Sabbath; she is visited by Satan
in the shape of a pleasant-faced man in a corduroy coat and gaiters who rids her of Titus and restores her to
privacy and peace. She is left with a vision of the women "all over England, all over Europe ... as common as
blackberries, and as unregarded" to whom he has offered the promise of adventure, "the dangerous black
night to stretch your wings in." It is this vision that lends the novel its subversive edge, that ultimately allies
it less with the work of Austen than with that of Virginia Woolf, and with later feminists. They "know they
are dynamite," says Laura of Satan's women, "and long for the concussion that may justify them." --Sarah
Waters

Review
“[The book] I’ll be pressing into people’s hands forever is “Lolly Willowes,” the 1926 novel by Sylvia
Townsend Warner. It tells the story of a woman who rejects the life that society has fixed for her in favor of
freedom and the most unexpected of alliances. It completely blindsided me: Starting as a straightforward,
albeit beautifully written family saga, it tips suddenly into extraordinary, lucid wildness.” - Helen Macdonald
in The New York Times Book Review's “By the Book."

Sylvia Townsend Warner’s brilliantly varied and self-possessed literary production never quite won her the
flaming place in the heavens of repute that she deserved. In Lolly Willowes, her first novel, she moves with
somber confidence into the realm of the supernatural, and her prose, in its simple, abrupt evocations, has
something preternatural about it. This is the witty, eerie, tender but firm life history of a middle-class
Englishwoman who politely declines to make the expected connection with the opposite sex and becomes a
witch instead.
— John Updike

Silvia Townsend Warner…is perhaps the most unjustly neglected of all the modern masters of fiction. She is



remembered as a writer of historical novels, but her novels are written with such extraordinary immediacy
that they stretch the possibilities of long-disparaged genera and blur the distinction between historical fiction
and serious literature….Like the controversial movie Thelma and Louise, Lolly Willowes is [a] Rorschach
blot that might suggest liberation to some readers and folly to others. It is an edgy tale that suggests how
taking control of one’s own life might entail losing control; it might even entail an inexorable drift toward an
unknown and possibly disastrous fate. In short, Lolly Willowes would be an ideal book-club selection, sure to
spark a rousing discussion.
— Tim Walker, News-Press

About the Author
Sylvia Townsend Warner (1893–1978) was a poet, short-story writer, and novelist, as well as an authority on
early English music and a devoted member of the Communist Party. Her many books include Mr. Fortune’s
Maggot and Lolly Willows (both published by NYRB Classics), The Corner that Held Them, andKingdoms
of Elfin.

Alison Lurie is a former Professor of English at Cornell. Her most recent novel is Truth and Consequences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Thomas:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review Books
Classics) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review Books
Classics) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Lolly
Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review Books Classics) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Sandra Spier:

This Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review Books Classics) are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving
Huntsman (New York Review Books Classics) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving
Huntsman (New York Review Books Classics) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.



Harry Oliver:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving
Huntsman (New York Review Books Classics) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science book, any other book likes Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New
York Review Books Classics) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Marion Richey:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review Books Classics) we
can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this book Lolly Willowes : Or the Loving Huntsman (New York Review Books Classics). You can more
attractive than now.
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