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Despite the growing presence of intercultural couples in the United States and
worldwide, their stories often go untold. In Intercultural Couples, Jill
Bystydzienski provides a rare and comprehensive understanding of the
multidimensional experiences of intercultural couples, drawing mainly upon in-
depth interviews with persons living in domestic partnerships—heterosexual and
same-sex—representing a broad spectrum of ethnic, racial, religious,
socioeconomic, and national backgrounds. In these relationships, each partner
brings a different set of cultural experiences that may include gender
expectations, ideas about appropriate relations with family members,
childrearing, financial matters, and general lifestyle. Sometimes differences may
be unrecognized or seen as minimal, yet some can become salient, forming the
basis for conflict, enriching diversity, or both.

Bystydzienski’s findings show that, despite hurtful incidents from persons
outside the couple partnerships, intercultural unions are a source of satisfaction
for the partners, and are able to bridge divisions and reduce inequalities between
persons of diverse backgrounds, providing a rich portrait of how these couples
negotiate their identities as individuals and as couples in relation to the outside
world.
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Despite the growing presence of intercultural couples in the United States and worldwide, their stories often
go untold. In Intercultural Couples, Jill Bystydzienski provides a rare and comprehensive understanding of
the multidimensional experiences of intercultural couples, drawing mainly upon in-depth interviews with
persons living in domestic partnerships—heterosexual and same-sex—representing a broad spectrum of
ethnic, racial, religious, socioeconomic, and national backgrounds. In these relationships, each partner brings
a different set of cultural experiences that may include gender expectations, ideas about appropriate relations
with family members, childrearing, financial matters, and general lifestyle. Sometimes differences may be
unrecognized or seen as minimal, yet some can become salient, forming the basis for conflict, enriching
diversity, or both.

Bystydzienski’s findings show that, despite hurtful incidents from persons outside the couple partnerships,
intercultural unions are a source of satisfaction for the partners, and are able to bridge divisions and reduce
inequalities between persons of diverse backgrounds, providing a rich portrait of how these couples negotiate
their identities as individuals and as couples in relation to the outside world.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Intercultural Couples provides a nuanced and timely book-length study of couples both heterosexual and
same sex...Bystydzienski's monograph is an essential contribution to the literature on families and
intercultural relations."-International Journal of Comparative Sociology

About the Author

Jill M. Bystydzienski is Professor and Chair of Women’s Studies at Ohio State University and co-editor of
Forging Radical Alliances across Difference: Coalition Politics for the New Millennium.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tammy Pursell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Intercultural Couples:
Crossing Boundaries, Negotiating Difference suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Intercultural Couples: Crossing Boundaries, Negotiating
Differenceis the main of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Gabrielle Oneal:

The reserve with title Intercultural Couples: Crossing Boundaries, Negotiating Difference has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular
book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

George Jamison:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top collection in your reading list is Intercultural Couples: Crossing Boundaries, Negotiating
Difference. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious



person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Clifford Roselli:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Intercultural Couples: Crossing Boundaries, Negotiating Difference when
you necessary it?
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