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Sometimes a student’s best teacher is another student

If ever there were a book to respond to the pressure to increase students’ test
scores, this is it. You see, Gretchen Bernabei and Judi Reimer have had amazing
success using mentor texts by students to teach writing well in any genre. Now,
they “hand over their file drawers” and pair 101 student essays with one-page
lessons on topics such as how to:

Choose a structure across genres●

Extract thesis statement and main points●

Support points with details●

Use rhetorical devices and grammatical constructions●

Write from the point of view of a fictional character●
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Editorial Review

Review

“Here is what I love about this book:  It has gobs and gobs of student writing samples with smart and lively
explanations of how to use each as the focus of a craft lesson to teach writing. The right models of student
writing are the best mentor texts a teacher can find and with this book, you need look no further. . . .
Breathe, fellow writing teachers.  Much needed and wanted help has arrived.”

(Ruth Culham, Author of Traits Writing)

“Gretchen Bernabei is a wizard. In this book she provides wonderfully practical help for instruction in
narrative, expository, and argumentative writing.  And like all her work, it rests on a dynamic sense of
‘structure’.  At a time when writing instruction is becoming increasingly formulaic, Gretchen continues to
show the wealth of options students can have for developing their ideas and expanding on their
experiences.”  

(Thomas R. Newkirk, Author of Holding On to Good Ideas in a Time of Bad Ones)

“Gretchen Bernabei has done it again--only better. Fun-Size Academic Writing for Serious Learning plops
us down in the middle of the disheveled process of writing and gives us concrete ways to navigate through.
This book stands apart in two ways. First, it gives us myriad unpublished mentor texts written by students
with diverse abilities and backgrounds. Second, its a la carte format makes it a perfect resource from which
teachers can cull lessons.” (Kay Shurtleff, President)

“Once again, Gretchen Bernabei weaves together masterful, concrete strategies with powerful student
examples. Gretchen provides text structures and student models to move authentic writing beyond traditional
formulas. This book is a must read/must try for all ELA teachers.”

(P. Tim Martindell, Ed.D, President-Elect)

“The good news is that the book you hold in your hand is a lifeline to real writing instruction. Based on
careful observation of wonderfully varied student writing, grades 4-9, and organized around the genres of
the Common Core Standards, Fun-Sized Academic Writing is the best book I know for giving students a fun-
sized suit that fits their true voices as writers and thinkers.” (Barry Lane, Founder)

From the Inside Flap
Sometimes a student's best teacher is another student.

About the Author
A popular workshop presenter and winner of NCTE’s James Moffett Award in 2010, Gretchen Bernabei
has been teaching kids to write in middle school and high school classrooms for more than thirty years. In
addition to four other professional books and numerous articles for NCTE journals, she is the author of
National Geographic School Publications’ The Good Writer’s Kit, as well as Lightning in a Bottle, a CD of
visual writing prompts.



Judi Reimer taught fourth grade in San Antonio, Texas, for seventeen years and continues to advise students
and school districts. She has worked as a freelance writer, contributing columns and features for Parents,
Ladies’ Home Journal, and other national magazines. Judi has also written articles for Studies Weekly
classroom publications and has been a freelance writer for American Legacy Publishing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Coolidge:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and important the book Fun-Size Academic Writing for Serious Learning:
101 Lessons & Mentor Texts--Narrative, Opinion/Argument, & Informative/Explanatory, Grades 4-9
(Corwin Literacy). All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Gloria Duncan:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Fun-Size Academic Writing for Serious Learning: 101 Lessons & Mentor
Texts--Narrative, Opinion/Argument, & Informative/Explanatory, Grades 4-9 (Corwin Literacy) book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer connected with Fun-Size Academic Writing for Serious Learning: 101 Lessons & Mentor Texts--
Narrative, Opinion/Argument, & Informative/Explanatory, Grades 4-9 (Corwin Literacy) content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Fun-Size Academic Writing for Serious Learning:
101 Lessons & Mentor Texts--Narrative, Opinion/Argument, & Informative/Explanatory, Grades 4-9
(Corwin Literacy) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Gregory McKinney:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Fun-Size Academic Writing for Serious Learning: 101
Lessons & Mentor Texts--Narrative, Opinion/Argument, & Informative/Explanatory, Grades 4-9 (Corwin
Literacy) as your daily resource information.



Darren Perez:

This Fun-Size Academic Writing for Serious Learning: 101 Lessons & Mentor Texts--Narrative,
Opinion/Argument, & Informative/Explanatory, Grades 4-9 (Corwin Literacy) is completely new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Fun-Size Academic Writing for Serious Learning: 101 Lessons & Mentor Texts--Narrative,
Opinion/Argument, & Informative/Explanatory, Grades 4-9 (Corwin Literacy) can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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