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This book considers an important and largely neglected area of 1dlamic law by
exploring how medieval Muslim jurists resolved criminal cases that could not be
proven beyond a doubt. Intisar A. Rabb calls into question a controversial
popular notion about Islamic law today, which isthat Islamic law isadivine
legal tradition that has little room for discretion or doubt, particularly in Islamic
criminal law. Despite its contemporary popularity, that notion turns out to have
been far outside the mainstream of Islamic law for most of its history. Instead of
rejecting doubt, medieval Muslim scholars largely embraced it. In fact, they used
doubt to enlarge their own power and to construct Islamic criminal law itself.
Through a close examination of legal, historical, and theological sources, and a
range of illustrative case studies, this book shows that Muslim jurists developed a
highly sophisticated and regulated system for dealing with Islam's unique
concept of doubt, which evolved from the seventh to the sixteenth century.
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This book considers an important and largely neglected area of I1slamic law by exploring how medieval
Muslim jurists resolved criminal cases that could not be proven beyond a doubt. Intisar A. Rabb callsinto
guestion a controversial popular notion about Islamic law today, which isthat Islamic law isadivine legal
tradition that has little room for discretion or doubt, particularly in Islamic criminal law. Despite its
contemporary popularity, that notion turns out to have been far outside the mainstream of Islamic law for
most of its history. Instead of rejecting doubt, medieval Muslim scholars largely embraced it. In fact, they
used doubt to enlarge their own power and to construct Islamic criminal law itself. Through aclose
examination of legal, historical, and theological sources, and arange of illustrative case studies, this book
shows that Muslim jurists developed a highly sophisticated and regulated system for dealing with Islam's
unique concept of doubt, which evolved from the seventh to the sixteenth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In her extremely detailed book, Intisar Rabb traces the formation of the legal maxim of doubt in Islamic
criminal law from the seventh until the eleventh century (CE) within both the Sunni and Shi'i legal traditions
... Rabb's book offers an important contribution to the study of Islamic law. She has shown how the Muslim
legal elite, even the eponymous Sunni jurists and their immediate successors, were individual human agents
with apragmatic bent, and as such their juridical thinking was shaped by complex and diverse goals such
that they never arrived at a uniform definition of doubt. Neither did they limit themselves to a specific canon
of "texts" in order to develop an increasingly sophisticated jurisprudence of doubt by the eleventh century.”
Nurfadzilah Y ahaya, Society for Contemporary Thought and the Islamicate World Review

About the Author

Intisar A. Rabb is Professor of Law at Harvard Law School and the director of itsIslamic Legal Studies
Program. She also holds an appointment as a Professor of History and as Susan S. and Kenneth L. Wallach
Professor at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jon McKibben:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims,
Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studiesin Islamic Civilization). Y ou can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant some sort of book Doubt
in Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studiesin
Islamic Civilization). Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by abook. Absolutely
right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
thelibrary. Let's study.

Tawny Morgenstern:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erawhich can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person
isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims,
Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studiesin Islamic Civilization) is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Lily Terry:

ThisDoubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law
(Cambridge Studiesin Islamic Civilization) is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Doubt in Islamic Law: A
History of Legal Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studiesin Islamic
Civilization) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the
e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer.
So thereisno in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for anindividual. So , don't missthat! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Christopher Williams:

Y ou can get this Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal
Law (Cambridge Studiesin Islamic Civilization) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve challengeif you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
erasimilar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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