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As a wildly popular local dance show, Soul Train provided a venue for Chicago's
soul singers and political activists and gave African American teenagers their
first significant chance to see and identify with their peers on television. The
subsequent national series garnered even more popularity, establishing producer
and host Don Cornelius as one of the most successful pioneers of African
American television production. This work discusses Cornelius's role in the
evolution of his groundbreaking series from a small, all-black 1970s television
show to a lucrative brand name applying not only to the program, but also to
awards and various merchandise in the present day.

The first two chapters focus on Cornelius's years in Chicago and the initial
launching of Soul Train in 1970. The next two chapters explore how the
nationally televised, California-based version of the show rose steadily in both
popularity and cultural influence among primarily African American viewers,
and how Cornelius himself became a rising celebrity during that time. The final
chapters illustrate Cornelius's efforts in branching out beyond the dance show
through various music-related business ventures, including the Soul Train Music
Awards. The work includes interviews with several former cast members and
guests, along with a complete chronology of the series and Cornelius's other
professional ventures.
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As a wildly popular local dance show, Soul Train provided a venue for Chicago's soul singers and political
activists and gave African American teenagers their first significant chance to see and identify with their
peers on television. The subsequent national series garnered even more popularity, establishing producer and
host Don Cornelius as one of the most successful pioneers of African American television production. This
work discusses Cornelius's role in the evolution of his groundbreaking series from a small, all-black 1970s
television show to a lucrative brand name applying not only to the program, but also to awards and various
merchandise in the present day.

The first two chapters focus on Cornelius's years in Chicago and the initial launching of Soul Train in 1970.
The next two chapters explore how the nationally televised, California-based version of the show rose
steadily in both popularity and cultural influence among primarily African American viewers, and how
Cornelius himself became a rising celebrity during that time. The final chapters illustrate Cornelius's efforts
in branching out beyond the dance show through various music-related business ventures, including the Soul
Train Music Awards. The work includes interviews with several former cast members and guests, along with
a complete chronology of the series and Cornelius's other professional ventures.
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Editorial Review

Review
"a complete and comprehensive look at the television program and its effects on black culture, and American
culture as a whole...a top pick for community library collections" --Midwest Book Review

"takes readers deep into the show's history and evolution...chronicles the show's rise in popularity and
cultural influence...exhaustive...complete" --NewsOK.com

"Readers with memories of Soul Train or an academic commitment to the study of popular culture will find a
thoughtful, well-researched, and insightful commentary about this cultural phenomenon. This book provides
an excellent starting point for continued discussion and study of a television show that was once heralded as
'the hippest trip' in America." --Dance Chronicle

'Deserves a lot of credit for bringing images of young African-Americans and their dancing styles, musical
tastes and clothing styles to a national audience." --Star Gazette

"Readers with memories of Soul Train or an academic commitment to the study of popular culture will find a
thoughtful, well-researched, and insightful commentary about this cultural phenomenon. This book provides
an excellent starting point for continued discussion and study of a television show that was once heralded as
'the hippest trip' in America." --Dance Chronicle

About the Author
Christopher P. Lehman is a professor of ethnic studies at St. Cloud State University in St. Cloud,
Minnesota, and the author of three books about American popular culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marvin Gamez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book A Critical History of Soul Train
on Television. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Deborah Green:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Critical History of Soul Train on
Television book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation A Critical



History of Soul Train on Television as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This
is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Ruth Brown:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The A Critical History of Soul Train on Television provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.

Edgar Foley:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for your requirements is A Critical History of Soul Train on Television this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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