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Based on recently declassified documents, this book provides the first
examination of the Truman Administration’s decision to employ covert
operations in the Cold War.

Although covert operations were an integral part of America’s arsenal during the
late 1940s and early 1950s, the majority of these operations were ill conceived,
unrealistic and ultimately doomed to failure. In this volume, the author looks at
three central questions: Why were these types of operations adopted? Why were
they conducted in such a haphazard manner? And, why, once it became clear that
they were not working, did the administration fail to abandon them?

The book argues that the Truman Administration was unable to reconcile policy,
strategy and operations successfully, and to agree on a consistent course of action
for waging the Cold War. This ensured that they wasted time and effort, money
and manpower on covert operations designed to challenge Soviet hegemony,
which had little or no real chance of success.

US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy will be of great interest to students
of US foreign policy, Cold War history, intelligence and international history in
general.
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Based on recently declassified documents, this book provides the first examination of the Truman
Administration’s decision to employ covert operations in the Cold War.

Although covert operations were an integral part of America’s arsenal during the late 1940s and early 1950s,
the majority of these operations were ill conceived, unrealistic and ultimately doomed to failure. In this
volume, the author looks at three central questions: Why were these types of operations adopted? Why were
they conducted in such a haphazard manner? And, why, once it became clear that they were not working, did
the administration fail to abandon them?

The book argues that the Truman Administration was unable to reconcile policy, strategy and operations
successfully, and to agree on a consistent course of action for waging the Cold War. This ensured that they
wasted time and effort, money and manpower on covert operations designed to challenge Soviet hegemony,
which had little or no real chance of success.

US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy will be of great interest to students of US foreign policy, Cold
War history, intelligence and international history in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

'It is clear that Corke has done a great job marshalling documentation from many different
sources?her research in this incredibly murky area adds tremendously to our knowledge, illuminating
how departments responsible for psychological warfare during the conflict were reorganized or
eliminated ... [Corke] has prepared a very important book that all scholars of the early cold war era
must consult?especially those that are interested in the intelligence bureaucracy where the literature is
quite thin.' - Gregory Mitrovich, H-Diplo Roundtable Reviews, Vol. XI, No. 29 (2010), 14 

'Corke's work makes a valuable contribution to our understanding of Cold War policymaking, adding
insightful depth as well as breadth.' - Mark Montesclaros, H-Net.org, April, 2010

About the Author

Sarah-Jane Corke is Assistant Professor, Department of History, Dalhousie University, and has a PhD from
the University of New Brunswick [2000].

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Waldman:

The book US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-53
(Studies in Intelligence) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book US Covert Operations and Cold War
Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-53 (Studies in Intelligence)? A few of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman,
Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-53 (Studies in Intelligence) has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Craig Baker:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question since just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.



Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of US Covert Operations
and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-53 (Studies in Intelligence) to read.

John Beaulieu:

This US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-53 (Studies
in Intelligence) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of
this US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-53 (Studies in
Intelligence) can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-
53 (Studies in Intelligence) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Anthony Flowers:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is US Covert Operations and Cold War Strategy: Truman, Secret Warfare and the CIA, 1945-
53 (Studies in Intelligence) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is
why this book appropriate all of you.
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