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Noted as one of the most comprehensive, authoritative surveys of the theatre in
academia, THE ESSENTIAL THEATRE, 11th Edition, engages your students
and gets them excited about theatre. Drawing from the expertise of the authors as
dedicated teachers, published scholars, and practicing artists, this text is ideal for
an introductory theatre course. It's vibrant and numerous representations of
current and classic performances encourage students to become active
theatergoers and fans. The Eleventh Edition includes an all-new chapter devoted
to musical theatre, while the thoroughly revised chapter on acting covers the
diversity of contemporary approaches. The text also includes numerous new
photos, new "Then and Now" boxes, and expanded use of dates to provide
context for artists' major works. In addition, a companion anthology, PLAYS
FOR THE THEATRE, 11th Edition, contains scripts that serve as a foundation
for discussion of the various types of theatrical experience explored in the text.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The comprehensive detail of each chapter is excellent. The topics covered are relevant to modern students'
interests and even present some controversial issues that only theater can speak to. ... Contemporary
photographs are also a wonderful enhancement and the physical page layout is colorful and engaging to
students."

"THE ESSENTIAL THEATRE is a well-written, intellectually rigorous textbook. … The way that it
presents the essential elements of theatre provides excellent building blocks for a beginning theatre student."

About the Author
Oscar G. Brockett will always have an international reputation as a theatre historian. A Distinguished
Scholar honoree of the American Society of Theatre Research, he received career achievement awards from
both the Association for Theatre in Higher Education and the United States Institute for Theatre Technology.
In addition, he was a recipient of the Robert Lewis Medal for Lifetime Achievement in Theatre Research.
After receiving his Ph.D. from Stanford University, he taught at several major American universities and at
the University of Bristol in England. He also served as president of the American Theatre Association, dean
of the College of Fine Arts at the University of Texas, editor of THEATRE JOURNAL, and editorial board
member of the ASIAN THEATRE JOURNAL. He held the prestigious University of Texas Z.T. Scott
Family Chair in Drama and was director of the Center for Dramatic and Performance Studies for several
years. Dr. Brockett authored many articles in leading journals and several books, including HISTORY OF
THE THEATRE. At the time of his passing, he was serving as a distinguished teaching professor at the
University of Texas at Austin and the dean of the Fellows of the American Theatre.

Robert J. Ball has ample experience as a successful teacher of Introduction to Theatre and Theatre
Appreciation courses at a number of large and small universities, including Trinity University, the University
of Texas, and Vanderbilt University. He is also a practicing actor and director with numerous professional
credits in American regional theatres, as well as credits for national and international touring productions.
Dr. Ball received his Ph.D. in theatre history and criticism from the University of Texas and is currently the
chair and artistic director of the Theatre Arts program at the University of the Incarnate Word.

John Fleming, a former Brockett student, was chosen by the Brockett estate to extend the legacy of Oscar
Brockett's foundational text. He has taught Introduction to Theatre, Theatre History, and a variety of other
classes at the University of Texas, Auburn University, and Texas State University. His books and articles
focus on contemporary theatre, while his plays have been popular with undergraduate audiences. After many
years as chair of the Department of Theatre and Dance at Texas State University, Dr. Fleming now serves as
dean of the College of Fine Arts and Communication.

Andrew Carlson is managing director of the Oscar G. Brockett Center for Theatre History and Criticism at
the University of Texas at Austin, where he teaches Introduction to Theatre, Dramatic Literature,
Dramaturgy, and Shakespeare. He is a professional dramaturg and actor, who writes about theatrical practice
in scholarly contexts. In addition, he is an artistic associate with the Great River Shakespeare Festival in
Winona, Minn., where he has performed roles such as Hamlet (HAMLET), Edmund (KING LEAR), and
Hotspur (HENRY IV, PART I).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Maldanado:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Essential Theatre the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
The Essential Theatre giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Amy Dixon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Essential Theatre why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Chad Jones:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. The Essential Theatre can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.

Donna Moore:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Essential Theatre or
maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The Essential Theatre to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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