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Posing the question "What exactly is a number?' a distinguished German
mathematician presents this intriguing and accessible survey. Albrecht
Beutelspacher ? founder of the renowned interactive mathematics museum,
Mathematikum ? characterizes the wealth of experiences that numbers have to
offer. In addition, he considers the many things that can be described by numbers
and discusses which numbers possess special fascinations and pose lasting
mysteries.

Starting with natural numbers, the book examines representations of numbers,
rational and irrational numbers, transcendental numbers, and imaginary and
complex numbers. Readers will explore the history of numbers from Pythagoras
to Fermat and discover such practical applications as cryptography and barcodes.
A thoughtful and enlightening introduction to the past, present, and future of
numbers, this volume will captivate mathematicians and nonmathematicians
alike.
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Posing the question "What exactly is a number?' a distinguished German mathematician presents this
intriguing and accessible survey. Albrecht Beutel spacher ? founder of the renowned interactive mathematics
museum, Mathematikum ? characterizes the wealth of experiences that numbers have to offer. In addition, he
considers the many things that can be described by numbers and discusses which numbers possess special
fascinations and pose lasting mysteries.

Starting with natural numbers, the book examines representations of numbers, rational and irrational
numbers, transcendental numbers, and imaginary and complex numbers. Readers will explore the history of
numbers from Pythagoras to Fermat and discover such practical applications as cryptography and barcodes.
A thoughtful and enlightening introduction to the past, present, and future of numbers, this volume will
captivate mathematicians and nonmathematicians alike.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

German mathematician Albrecht Beutelspacher iswell known in his native country as awriter of books on
popular science and recreational mathematics. He is also the founder of Germany's first math museum, the
Mathematikum.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ronald Hill:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Numbers: Histories, Mysteries, Theories (Aurora:
Dover Modern Math Originals) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Numbers. Histories,
Mysteries, Theories (Aurora: Dover Modern Math Originals) is hot only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Numbers: Histories, Mysteries, Theories
(Aurora: Dover Modern Math Originals). Y ou never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

David Jones:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually isyou don't know which one you should start with. This Numbers: Histories, Mysteries, Theories
(Aurora: Dover Modern Math Originals) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, asthis
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Steve Pinson:

This Numbers: Histories, Mysteries, Theories (Aurora: Dover Modern Math Originals) is great book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Numbers: Histories, Mysteries, Theories (Aurora: Dover Modern
Math Originals) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1. We can say



that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So, this
really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Sabrina Crockett:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Numbers: Histories, Mysteries, Theories
(Aurora: Dover Modern Math Originals) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Numbers: Histories, Mysteries, Theories
(Aurora: Dover Modern Math Originals) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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