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This is the first of Raymond Aron's magisterial two-volume treatment of the
sociological tradition?perhaps the definitive work of its kind. The second volume
treating Durkheim, Pareto, and Weber is scheduled to appear in spring 1998.
More than a work of reconstruction, Aron's study is, at its deepest level, an
engagement with the question of modernity: What constitutes the essence of the
new modern order that, having emerged in the eighteenth century, still forms the
categories of our experience, sweeping us along toward an unknown destination?
With his usual scrupulous fairness, Aron looks to the major social thinkers to
discern how they answered this pressing question.

Volume 1 explores three traditions: the French liberal school of political
sociology, represented by Montesquieu and Tocqueville; the Comtean tradition,
anticipating Durkheim in its deemphasis of the political and its elevation of social
unity and consensus; and the Marxists, who posited the struggle between classes
and placed their faith in historical necessity. A foreword by the eminent French
philosopher Pierre Manent highlights Main Currents as a unique contribution to
political philosophy as well as the history of sociological thought, while Daniel J.
Mahoney and Brian C. Anderson provide an introduction situating Main
Currents within the corpus of Aron's work as a whole. This work is essential
reading for philosophers, historians, sociologists, and political scientists.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

About the Author

Raymond Aron (1905-1983) was the foremost political and social theorist of post-World War II France
known for his skeptical analyses of leftist ideologies. was well known in both the United States and United
Kingdom, serving as Andrew D. White Professor-At-Large at Cornell University. He also taught at
Columbia and Oxford.  He authored more than forty books, including Main Currents in Sociological
Thought, The Opium of the Intellectuals,and The Imperial Republic, all published in new editions by
Transaction.

Daniel J. Mahoney is chair and professor of political science at Assumption College, Worcester,
Massachusetts. He was the recipient of the Prix Raymond Aron Award, is currently associate editor of
Perspectives on Political Science, and is book review editor of Society. His books include The Liberal
Political Science of Raymond Aron; Bertrand de Jouvenel: The Conservative Liberal and the Illusions of
Modernity; and De Gaulle: Statesmanship, Grandeur, and Modern Democracy.

Brian C. Anderson is senior editor at City Journal and author of Raymond Aron: The Recovery of the
Political.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alejandra Dunlap:

With other case, little people like to read book Main Currents in Sociological Thought: Montesquieu, Comte,
Marx, Tocqueville and the Sociologists and the Revolution of 1848. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Main Currents in Sociological
Thought: Montesquieu, Comte, Marx, Tocqueville and the Sociologists and the Revolution of 1848. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.



Antonio Beeler:

This Main Currents in Sociological Thought: Montesquieu, Comte, Marx, Tocqueville and the Sociologists
and the Revolution of 1848 usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Main Currents in Sociological Thought: Montesquieu, Comte, Marx,
Tocqueville and the Sociologists and the Revolution of 1848 can be on the list of great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Main Currents in Sociological Thought:
Montesquieu, Comte, Marx, Tocqueville and the Sociologists and the Revolution of 1848 forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Charles Aranda:

The book with title Main Currents in Sociological Thought: Montesquieu, Comte, Marx, Tocqueville and the
Sociologists and the Revolution of 1848 contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Beulah Chavez:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Main Currents in Sociological
Thought: Montesquieu, Comte, Marx, Tocqueville and the Sociologists and the Revolution of 1848 or even
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Main
Currents in Sociological Thought: Montesquieu, Comte, Marx, Tocqueville and the Sociologists and the
Revolution of 1848 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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