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Defending the Holy Land is the most comprehensive analysis to date of Israel's
national security and foreign policy, from the inception of the State of Israel to
the present. Author Zeev Maoz's unique double perspective, as both an expert on
the Israeli security establishment and esteemed scholar of Mideast politics,
enables him to describe in harrowing detail the tragic recklessness and self-made
traps that pervade the history of Israeli security operations and foreign policy.

Most of the wars in which Israel was involved, Maoz shows, were entirely
avoidable, the result of deliberate Israeli aggression, flawed decision-making, and
misguided conflict management strategies. None, with the possible exception of
the 1948 War of Independence, were what Israelis call "wars of necessity." They
were all wars of choice-or, worse, folly.

Demonstrating that Israel's national security policy rested on the shaky pairing of
a trigger-happy approach to the use of force with a hesitant and reactive peace
diplomacy, Defending the Holy Land recounts in minute-by-minute detail how
the ascendancy of Israel's security establishment over its foreign policy apparatus
led to unnecessary wars and missed opportunites for peace.

A scathing and brilliant revisionist history, Defending the Holy Land calls for
sweeping reform of Israel's foreign policy and national security establishments.
This book will fundamentally transform the way readers think about Israel's
troubled history.

 

Zeev Maoz is Professor of Political Science at the University of California,
Davis. He is the former head of the Graduate School of Government and Policy
and of the Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv University, as well as
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the former academic director of the M.A. Program at the Israeli Defense Forces'
National Defense College.

 

Cover photograph: Israel, Jerusalem, Western Wall and The Dome of The Rock.
Courtesy of Corbis.
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Defending the Holy Land is the most comprehensive analysis to date of Israel's national security and foreign
policy, from the inception of the State of Israel to the present. Author Zeev Maoz's unique double
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enables him to describe in harrowing detail the tragic recklessness and self-made traps that pervade the
history of Israeli security operations and foreign policy.

Most of the wars in which Israel was involved, Maoz shows, were entirely avoidable, the result of deliberate
Israeli aggression, flawed decision-making, and misguided conflict management strategies. None, with the
possible exception of the 1948 War of Independence, were what Israelis call "wars of necessity." They were
all wars of choice-or, worse, folly.

Demonstrating that Israel's national security policy rested on the shaky pairing of a trigger-happy approach
to the use of force with a hesitant and reactive peace diplomacy, Defending the Holy Land recounts in
minute-by-minute detail how the ascendancy of Israel's security establishment over its foreign policy
apparatus led to unnecessary wars and missed opportunites for peace.

A scathing and brilliant revisionist history, Defending the Holy Land calls for sweeping reform of Israel's
foreign policy and national security establishments. This book will fundamentally transform the way readers
think about Israel's troubled history.

 

Zeev Maoz is Professor of Political Science at the University of California, Davis. He is the former head of
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Zeev Maoz is Professor of Political Science at the University of California, Davis. He is the former head of
the Graduate School of Government and Policy and of the Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv
University, as well as the former academic director of the M.A. Program at the Israeli Defense Forces'
National Defense College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrick Pierce:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Defending the Holy Land e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still question Defending the Holy Land as good book not just by the
cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Virginia Combs:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. Defending the Holy Land can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those
short spare time problems.

Jerry Sonnier:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Defending the Holy Land this publication consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study
when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.



Steven Jones:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Defending the Holy Land can give you a lot of
pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Defending the Holy Land.
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