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This collection of thirteen essays, edited by historian W. Fitzhugh Brundage,
brings together original work from sixteen scholarsin various disciplines,
ranging from theater and literature to history and music, to address the complex
roles of black performers, entrepreneurs, and consumers in American mass
culture during the early twentieth century.

Moving beyond the familiar territory of blackface and minstrelsy, these essays
present afresh ook at the history of African Americans and mass culture. With
subjects ranging from representations of race in sheet music illustrations to
African American interest in Haitian culture, Beyond Blackface recovers the
history of forgotten or obscure cultural figures and shows how these historical
actors played arole in the creation of American mass culture. The essays explore
the predicament that blacks faced at a time when white supremacy crested and
innovations in consumption, technology, and leisure made mass culture possible.
Underscoring the importance and complexity of race in the emergence of mass
culture, Beyond Blackface depicts popular culture as a crucial arenain which
African Americans struggled to secure a foothold as masters of their own
representation and architects of the nation's emerging consumer society.
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This collection of thirteen essays, edited by historian W. Fitzhugh Brundage, brings together original work
from sixteen scholars in various disciplines, ranging from theater and literature to history and music, to
address the complex roles of black performers, entrepreneurs, and consumers in American mass culture
during the early twentieth century.

Moving beyond the familiar territory of blackface and minstrelsy, these essays present a fresh look at the
history of African Americans and mass culture. With subjects ranging from representations of race in sheet
music illustrations to African American interest in Haitian culture, Beyond Blackface recovers the history of
forgotten or obscure cultural figures and shows how these historical actors played arole in the creation of
American mass culture. The essays explore the predicament that blacks faced at a time when white
supremacy crested and innovations in consumption, technology, and leisure made mass culture possible.
Underscoring the importance and complexity of race in the emergence of mass culture, Beyond Blackface
depicts popular culture as a crucia arenain which African Americans struggled to secure afoothold as
masters of their own representation and architects of the nation's emerging consumer society.
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Editorial Review

Review
[Brundage] has edited this timely volume with authority and thoroughness.--North Carolina Historical
Review

Thisvolumeis arich synthesis of the history of African Americans and mass culture from the late nineteenth
century through the 1930s. . . . [It] stands as an excellent overview that fillsalarge gap in the
scholarship.--The Historian

An invaluable introduction to the emergence of African American popular culture.--Florida Historical
Quarterly

These essays do genuinely deepen our understanding of black participation in the burgeoning consumer
culture of America. This book will complement other recent scholarship on this period. . . underscoring the
role of African Americansin the making of American modernity.--Southern Historian

Recommended. All leveldlibraries.--Choice

Review

This anthology deftly illuminates the revealing innovation and experimentation that characterized black
culture, American popular culture, and the fruits of their cross-pollination in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. These rich essays make abundantly clear the extraordinary impact of African Americans
and African American culture on the making of modern American popular culture.--Waldo E. Martin Jr.,
University of California, Berkeley

Thisfirst-rate collection of essays seeksto move conversations about black performance, black culture, and
the embodiment of both beyond the heretofore ‘comfortabl e’ terrain of blackface and minstrelsy. It does so
with resounding success. Bravo to the essayists of this excellent volume.--Jonathan Scott Holloway, Yae
University

From the Inside Flap
This collection of thirteen essays, edited by W. Fitzhugh Brundage, brings together original work from



sixteen scholarsin various disciplines to present afresh look at the history of African Americans and mass
culture. This book depicts popular culture as a crucial arenain which African Americans struggled to secure
afoothold as masters of their own representation and architects of the nation's emerging consumer society.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marlene Turner:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Beyond Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of American
Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Y oungs L ehman Series). Try to make book Beyond
Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of American Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and
Lillian Y oungs Lehman Series) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Y eah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Susan Parker:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Beyond Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of American Popular
Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Y oungs Lehman Series) can be fine book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Effie Phillips:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Beyond Blackface: African
Americans and the Creation of American Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Y oungs
Lehman Series), you are able to enjoy both. It isvery good combination right, you still need to missit? What
kind of hangout type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on itsidentified
asreading friends.

George Bash:

Asascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to



make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this Beyond Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of American Popular Culture,
1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Y oungs Lehman Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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