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A groundbr eaking, explosive account of the Kennedy assassination that will
rewritethe history of the 20th century's most controversial murder
investigation

The questions have haunted our nation for half a century: Was the President
killed by asingle gunman? Was Lee Harvey Oswald part of a conspiracy? Did
the Warren Commission discover the whole truth of what happened on
November 22, 19637

Philip Shenon, a veteran investigative journalist who spent most of his career at
The New York Times, finally provides many of the answers. Though A Cruel and
Shocking Act began as Shenon's attempt to write the first insider's history of the
Warren Commission, it quickly became something much larger and more
important when he discovered startling information that was withheld from the
Warren Commission by the CIA, FBI and others in power in Washington.
Shenon shows how the commission's ten-month investigation was doomed to fail
because the man leading it — Chief Justice Earl Warren —was more committed to
protecting the Kennedy family than getting to the full truth about what happened
on that tragic day. A taut, page-turning narrative, Shenon's book features some of
the most compelling figures of the twentieth century?Bobby Kennedy, Jackie
Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, J. Edgar Hoover, Chief Justice Warren, CIA
spymasters Allen Dulles and Richard Helms, as well asthe CIA's treacherous
"molehunter," James Jesus Angleton.

Based on hundreds of interviews and unprecedented access to the surviving
commission staffers and many other key players, Philip Shenon's authoritative,
scrupulously researched book will forever change the way we think about the
Kennedy nation and about the deeply flawed investigation that followed.
A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Book of 2013
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20th century's most controversial murder investigation

The questions have haunted our nation for half a century: Was the President killed by a single gunman? Was
Lee Harvey Oswald part of a conspiracy? Did the Warren Commission discover the whole truth of what
happened on November 22, 19637

Philip Shenon, a veteran investigative journalist who spent most of his career at The New York Times, finally
provides many of the answers. Though A Cruel and Shocking Act began as Shenon's attempt to write the first
insider's history of the Warren Commission, it quickly became something much larger and more important
when he discovered startling information that was withheld from the Warren Commission by the CIA, FBI
and othersin power in Washington. Shenon shows how the commission's ten-month investigation was
doomed to fail because the man leading it — Chief Justice Earl Warren —was more committed to protecting
the Kennedy family than getting to the full truth about what happened on that tragic day. A taut, page-turning
narrative, Shenon's book features some of the most compelling figures of the twentieth century?Bobby
Kennedy, Jackie Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, J. Edgar Hoover, Chief Justice Warren, CIA spymasters Allen
Dulles and Richard Helms, as well as the CIA's treacherous "molehunter," James Jesus Angleton.

Based on hundreds of interviews and unprecedented access to the surviving commission staffers and many
other key players, Philip Shenon's authoritative, scrupulously researched book will forever change the way
we think about the Kennedy assassination and about the deeply flawed investigation that followed.
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Editorial Review
Review

“ Jaw-dropping scenes involving the destruction and manipulation of evidence... A persuasive, deeply
researched account... A compelling read.” ?The Washington Post

“A Cruel and Shocking Act has authority, is tantalizingly readable and is convincing in its claim that the
Warren Commission was unable or unwilling to uncover the total truth. [Shenon's] work, | submit, is the one
toread.” ?The Wall Street Journal

“Engrossing reporting... [A Cruel and Shocking Act] raises significant questions.” ?The New York Times

“Remarkable...I've become convinced that, 50 years after the act, areal reporter--not some chat-room know-
it-all--has through actual, on the ground, person-to-person investigation, through nonstop digging, tugging at
the tangled heart of the mystery, brought usto the brink of answer. An achievement that, | believe, merits the
Pulitzer Prize and the thanks of a grateful nation.” ?Sate.com

“[A Cruel and Shocking Act] contains a number of startling facts... [and] juicy and informative details that
shed new light on the JFK investigation.... The book reveals how the investigation was immediately taken
over by the very government agencies -- the CIA, FBI and Secret Service -- that had the most to hide when it
came to the assassination.... A remarkable story.” ?David Talbot, Salon.com

“A judicious account of the Warren Commission, as recalled by the lawyers who did its legwork. A.”
?Entertainment Weekly

“[A] masterful piece of modern history... A work fit to rank alongside the previous masterpiece of the
murder, William Manchester's Death of A President... Gripping.” ?The Independent (United Kingdom)

“Magnificent... Anincredible book.” ?Bob Schieffer, CBS News
“I lovethisbook. It isaterrific read.” ?Lou Dobbs, Lou Dobbs Tonight

“Impressive... [ Shenon] documents the extent to which agencies and actors in those days withheld and even
destroyed information that should have gone to the Warren Commission.” ?Peggy Noonan, Wall Street
Journal

“A Cruel and Shocking Act may be the best of the big-anniversary crop of books about the assassination — a
tour de force of good reporting and excellent storytelling about an event that continues to defy clean and
final resolution, 50 years later.” ?The Journal Gazette (Fort Wayne, Indiana)

“Vauable, smartly written.” ?The Cleveland Plain Dealer

“A thorough, fascinating and highly readable record of the details of the murder of John F. Kennedy in
Dallasin 1963.... One of the more impressive offerings in the 50th-year anniversary of that watershed event.”
?Bookreporter.com

“Convincing... the evidence [Shenon] assemblesis frightening.” ?The Columbus Dispatch (Columbus, OH)



“A Cruel and Shocking Act offers ... fascinating detail.” ?S. Louis Post-Dispatch

“Sober and powerful...Shenon, aformer New Y ork Times reporter, affords the reader access to the behind-
the-scenes deliberations and dynamics that shaped a historic inquiry into a national trauma.” ?Publishers
Weekly

“Startling... Shenon has helped us get further than we've been before.” ?Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

Philip Shenon, the bestselling author of The Commission: The Uncensored History of the 9/11 Investigation,
was areporter for The New York Times for more than twenty years. As a Washington correspondent for The
Times, he covered the Pentagon, the Justice Department and the State Department. He lives and writesin
Washington, DC.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rosa Rogers:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many peopleto
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Cruel and Shocking Act: The
Secret History of the Kennedy Assassination book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course theinfo in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Traci Farris:

The guide untitled A Cruel and Shocking Act: The Secret History of the Kennedy Assassination is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did alot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share
to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of A Cruel and Shocking Act: The
Secret History of the Kennedy Assassination from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Ann Potter:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book A Cruel and Shocking Act: The Secret History of
the Kennedy Assassination was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book A
Cruel and Shocking Act: The Secret History of the Kennedy Assassination has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.



Derek Clancy:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media.

Y ou can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
isreferred to as of book A Cruel and Shocking Act: The Secret History of the Kennedy Assassination. Y ou
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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