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The Rise of Silas Lapham is a realist novel by William Dean Howells published
in 1885. The story follows the materialistic rise of Silas Lapham from rags to
riches, and his ensuing moral susceptibility. Silas earns a fortune in the paint
business, but he lacks social standards, which he tries to attain through his
daughter's marriage into the aristocratic Corey family. Silas' morality does not
fail him. He loses his money but makes the right moral decision when his partner
proposes the unethical selling of the mills to English settlers.

Howells is known to be the father of American realism, and a denouncer of the
sentimental novel. The resolution of the love triangle of Irene Lapham, Tom
Corey, and Penelope Lapham highlights Howells' rejection of the conventions of
sentimental romantic novels as unrealistic and deceitful.

The novel begins with Silas Lapham being interviewed for a newspaper profile,
during which he explains his financial success in the mineral paint business. The
Lapham family is somewhat self-conscious in their sudden rise on the social
ladder and often fumble in their attempts at following etiquette norms. They
decide to build a new home in the fashionable Back Bay neighborhood, and
Lapham spares no expense ensuring it is at the height of fashion.

Tom Corey, a young man from a well-respected high-class family, shows an
interest in the Lapham girls; Mr. and Mrs. Lapham assume he is attracted to
Irene, the beautiful younger daughter. Corey joins the Lapham's paint business in
an attempt to find his place in the world, rather than rely on the savings of his
father, Bromfield Corey. When Tom Corey begins calling on the Laphams
regularly, everyone assumes his interest in Irene has grown, and Irene takes a
fancy to him. Corey, however, astounds both families by revealing his love for
Penelope, the elder, more plain-looking, but more intelligent daughter who
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possesses an unusual sense of humor, a sophisticated literary passion, and a
sensible but inquiring mind. Though Penelope has feelings for Tom Corey, she is
held back by the romantic conventions of the era, not wanting to act on her love
for fear of betraying her sister.
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The Rise of Silas Lapham is a realist novel by William Dean Howells published in 1885. The story follows
the materialistic rise of Silas Lapham from rags to riches, and his ensuing moral susceptibility. Silas earns a
fortune in the paint business, but he lacks social standards, which he tries to attain through his daughter's
marriage into the aristocratic Corey family. Silas' morality does not fail him. He loses his money but makes
the right moral decision when his partner proposes the unethical selling of the mills to English settlers.

Howells is known to be the father of American realism, and a denouncer of the sentimental novel. The
resolution of the love triangle of Irene Lapham, Tom Corey, and Penelope Lapham highlights Howells'
rejection of the conventions of sentimental romantic novels as unrealistic and deceitful.

The novel begins with Silas Lapham being interviewed for a newspaper profile, during which he explains his
financial success in the mineral paint business. The Lapham family is somewhat self-conscious in their
sudden rise on the social ladder and often fumble in their attempts at following etiquette norms. They decide
to build a new home in the fashionable Back Bay neighborhood, and Lapham spares no expense ensuring it
is at the height of fashion.

Tom Corey, a young man from a well-respected high-class family, shows an interest in the Lapham girls;
Mr. and Mrs. Lapham assume he is attracted to Irene, the beautiful younger daughter. Corey joins the
Lapham's paint business in an attempt to find his place in the world, rather than rely on the savings of his
father, Bromfield Corey. When Tom Corey begins calling on the Laphams regularly, everyone assumes his
interest in Irene has grown, and Irene takes a fancy to him. Corey, however, astounds both families by
revealing his love for Penelope, the elder, more plain-looking, but more intelligent daughter who possesses
an unusual sense of humor, a sophisticated literary passion, and a sensible but inquiring mind. Though
Penelope has feelings for Tom Corey, she is held back by the romantic conventions of the era, not wanting to
act on her love for fear of betraying her sister.
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From reader reviews:

Graham Ayala:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Rise of Silas Lapham will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

David Beall:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Rise of Silas Lapham e-book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still uncertainty The Rise of Silas Lapham as good book not only by the cover but also
with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Helen Price:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Rise of Silas Lapham this e-book consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Brittany Gonzalez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Rise of Silas Lapham was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Rise of Silas Lapham has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel



happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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