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Humankind has had along and intimate association with gourds, and one of
them, the bottle gourd, or calabash, may have been man'sfirst cultivated plant.
Although grown in the United States today primarily as ornamentals, in other
parts of the world gourds have many other important uses. With charming text
and stunning black-and-white photographs, The Gourd Book provides fascinating
scientific information and folklore about these remarkable plants and keys for
identifying species.

Thefirst part of the book deals with tree gourds, widely used as containers and
for decoration; the Cucurbita gourds, including the buffalo gourd, the Turk's
turban, the silver-seed gourd, and the Malabar gourd, all utilized asfood, and the
beautiful ornamental gourds; the loofah gourds, popular as cosmetic sponges;
minor gourds, such as the snake, wax, bitter, teasel, and hedgehog, sometimes
used as food or medicine; and gourds mentioned in the Bible.

The second part takes up the bottle gourd, which has been used for thousands of
years. Even today this gourd is almost indispensable in many parts of the tropics,
where species are used to make containers, musical instruments, and clothing, as
food and medicine, and in art. The book concludes with a discussion of the gourd
in folklore and myth and an appendix on growing, hybridizing, and preserving
gourds for decoration.

Delightfully written for general readers, this book will also appeal to botanists,
anthropologists, horticulturists, and everyone interested in plants or gardening.
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Humankind has had along and intimate association with gourds, and one of them, the bottle gourd, or
calabash, may have been man'sfirst cultivated plant. Although grown in the United States today primarily as
ornamentals, in other parts of the world gourds have many other important uses. With charming text and
stunning black-and-white photographs, The Gourd Book provides fascinating scientific information and
folklore about these remarkable plants and keys for identifying species.

Thefirst part of the book deals with tree gourds, widely used as containers and for decoration;

the Cucurbita gourds, including the buffalo gourd, the Turk's turban, the silver-seed gourd, and the Mal abar
gourd, al utilized as food, and the beautiful ornamental gourds; the loofah gourds, popular as cosmetic
sponges; minor gourds, such as the snake, wax, bitter, teasel, and hedgehog, sometimes used as food or
medicine; and gourds mentioned in the Bible.

The second part takes up the bottle gourd, which has been used for thousands of years. Even today this gourd
isamost indispensable in many parts of the tropics, where species are used to make containers, musical
instruments, and clothing, as food and medicine, and in art. The book concludes with a discussion of the
gourd in folklore and myth and an appendix on growing, hybridizing, and preserving gourds for decoration.
Delightfully written for general readers, this book will also appeal to botanists, anthropologists,
horticulturists, and everyone interested in plants or gardening.
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Editorial Review
Review

"The Gourd Book successfully combines the many kinds of information about gourds into one accurate,
readable, well-illustrated account. . . . The most comprehensive work yet written on the subject."— Library
Journal

About the Author

CharlesB. Heiser, Jr., received the Ph.D. degree from the University of Californiaat Berkeley and was
Professor of Botany in Indiana University. He authored several books on botanical subjects, among them The
Sunflower, also published by the University of Oklahoma Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carol Welch:

The book The Gourd Book make one feel enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou nheed to use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Gourd Book to get your
habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
anumber of or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like available and read areserve The
Gourd Book. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Ricky Burnham:

Here thing why this The Gourd Book are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. The Gourd Book giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no book that similar with The Gourd Book. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Gourd Book in e-book can be your
aternative.

Nancy Jackson:

The Gourd Book can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit



entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving hisher effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Gourd Book although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Gloria Eller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Gourd Book why because the amazing cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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