
The Ethics of Tax Evasion: Perspectives in
Theory and Practice

From Springer

The Ethics of Tax Evasion: Perspectives in Theory and Practice From
Springer

Why do people evade paying taxes?  This is the central question addressed in this
volume by Robert McGee and a multidisciplinary group of contributors from
around the world.   Applying insights from economics, public finance, political
science, law, philosophy, theology and sociology, the authors consider the
complex motivations for not paying taxes and the conditions under which this
behavior might be rationalized.  Applying theoretical approaches as well as
empirical research, The Ethics of Tax Evasion considers three general arguments
for tax evasion: (1) in cases where the government is corrupt or engaged in
human rights abuses; (2) where citizens claim inability to pay, unfairness in the
tax system, paying for things that do not benefit the taxpayer, excessively high
tax rates, or where taxes are used to support an unpopular war; and (3) through
philosophical, moral, or religious opposition.  The authors further explore these
issues by asking whether attitudes toward tax evasion differ by country or other
demographic variables such as gender, age, ethnicity, income level, marital
status, education or religion.  The result is a multi-faceted analysis of tax evasion
in cultural and institutional context, and, more generally, a study in ethical
dilemmas and rational decision making. 
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Why do people evade paying taxes?  This is the central question addressed in this volume by Robert McGee
and a multidisciplinary group of contributors from around the world.   Applying insights from economics,
public finance, political science, law, philosophy, theology and sociology, the authors consider the complex
motivations for not paying taxes and the conditions under which this behavior might be rationalized. 
Applying theoretical approaches as well as empirical research, The Ethics of Tax Evasion considers three
general arguments for tax evasion: (1) in cases where the government is corrupt or engaged in human rights
abuses; (2) where citizens claim inability to pay, unfairness in the tax system, paying for things that do not
benefit the taxpayer, excessively high tax rates, or where taxes are used to support an unpopular war; and (3)
through philosophical, moral, or religious opposition.  The authors further explore these issues by asking
whether attitudes toward tax evasion differ by country or other demographic variables such as gender, age,
ethnicity, income level, marital status, education or religion.  The result is a multi-faceted analysis of tax
evasion in cultural and institutional context, and, more generally, a study in ethical dilemmas and rational
decision making. 

About the Author
Robert W. McGee is Director of the Center for Accounting, Auditing and Tax Studies at Florida
International University, where he teaches in financial accounting, management accounting, and taxation. He
holds degrees in accounting, taxation, economics, law, philosophy, political science, and finance, and is a
Certified Public Accountant, Certified Management Account, and Chartered Bank Auditor. He has lectured
and consulted widely on such topics as public accounting and corporate taxation; he has advised officials at
the United States Agency for International Development and the World Bank; and has advised on accounting
law, standards, and education curricula in several countries, including Armenia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, and
Mozambique. A prolific author and editor, he has published over 500 scholarly papers and 50 books,
including Corporate Governance in Developing Countries, Accounting Reform in Transition and Developing
Countries, and the Philosophy of Taxation and Public Finance (all Springer). His research has been published
in such journals as the Journal of Business Ethics (Springer), Harvard International Law Journal,
International Journal of Accounting, International Finance Review, Asian Economic Review, and
International Journal of Social Economics. He was ranked as top scholar for accounting ethics for the 35-
year period 1968-2002 by Research on Professional Responsibility and Ethics in Accounting.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Ethics of Tax Evasion: Perspectives in Theory



and Practice as your daily resource information.

Charles Carey:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Ethics of Tax Evasion: Perspectives in Theory and Practice, you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Rayford Alexander:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to your account is The Ethics of Tax Evasion: Perspectives in Theory and Practice this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Homer Holmes:

Beside this The Ethics of Tax Evasion: Perspectives in Theory and Practice in your phone, it could give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have The Ethics of Tax Evasion: Perspectives in Theory and Practice because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at
this point!
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