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Before becoming a city, St. Petersburg was a utopian vision in the mind of its
founder, Peter the Great. Conceived by him as Russia's "window to the West," it
evolved into a remarkably harmonious assemblage of baroque, rococo,
neoclassical, and art nouveau buildings that reflect his taste and that of his
successors, including Anna I, Elizabeth I, Catherine the Great, and Paul I.

Crisscrossed by rivers and canals, this "Venice of the North," as Goethe dubbed
it, is of unique beauty. Never before has that beauty been captured as eloquently
as on the pages of this sumptuous volume. From the stately mansions lining the
fabled Nevsky Prospekt to the magnificent palaces of the tsars on the outskirts of
the city, including Peterhof, Tsarskoe Selo, Oranienbaum, Gatchina, and
Pavlovsk, photographer Alexander Orloff's portrait of St. Petersburg does full
justice to the vision of its founder and namesake. The text, by art historian Dmitri
Shvidkovsky, chronicles the history of the city's planning and construction from
Peter the Great's time to the reign of the last tsar, Nicholas II. Anyone who has
ever visited--or dreamed of visiting--the city of "white nights" will find St.
Petersburg irresistible.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
St. Petersburg is one of the most beautiful and architecturally imposing cities in the world. Photographer
Orloff, whose work has appeared in major magazines, and Shvidkovsky, a member of the Russian
Federation's Academy of Fine Arts, have produced a handsome study of the buildings constructed during the
reigns of the Russian tsars since Peter the Great. The text is informative, and the photos maintain a good
balance between exterior and interior views. Like Washington, D.C., St. Petersburg is a planned city, decreed
and dictated, with marvelous results in the case of the former Russian capital. A commission established by
Catherine the Great to plan the development of the city ordered that "Three rules must be honored in the
construction of the [city's] houses: solidity, utility, and beauty." Readers will see that the rules were followed
indeed. Recommended for both architecture and travel collections.?Edward B. Cone, New York Cit.--
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Review

"St. Petersburg is one of the most beautiful and architecturally imposing cities in the world. Photographer
Orloff, whose work has appeared in major magazines, and Shvidkovsky, a member of the Russian
Federation's Academy of Fine Arts, have produced a handsome study of the buildings constructed during the
reigns of the Russian tsars since Peter the Great. The text is informative, and the photos maintain a good
balance between exterior and interior views. Like Washington, D.C., St. Petersburg is a planned city, decreed
and dictated, with marvelous results in the case of the former Russian capital. A commission established by
Catherine the Great to plan the development of the city ordered that "Three rules must be honored in the
construction of the [city's] houses: solidity, utility, and beauty." Readers will see that the rules were followed
indeed. Recommended for both architecture and travel collections." —Library Journal

Language Notes
Text: English
Original Language: French

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Maestas:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this St.
Petersburg: Architecture of the Tsars.



Grady Long:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love St. Petersburg: Architecture of the Tsars, you
can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Herlinda Jerkins:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually St. Petersburg: Architecture of the Tsars why because the great cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Christina Harper:

This St. Petersburg: Architecture of the Tsars is great publication for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having St. Petersburg: Architecture
of the Tsars in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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