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With more than a thousand new entries and more than 2,300 word-frequency
ratios, the magisterial fourth edition of this book-now renamed Garner's Modern
English Usage (GMEU)-reflects usage lexicography at its finest. Garner explains
the nuances of grammar and vocabulary with thoroughness, finesse, and wit. He
discourages whatever is slovenly, pretentious, or pedantic.

GMEU is the liveliest and most compulsively readable reference work for writers
of our time. It delights while providing instruction on skillful, persuasive, and
vivid writing. Garner liberates English from two extremes: both from the
hidebound "purists" who mistakenly believe that split infinitives and sentence-
ending prepositions are malfeasances and from the linguistic relativists who
believe that whatever people say or write must necessarily be accepted.

The judgments here are backed up not just by a lifetime of study but also by an
empirical grounding in the largest linguistic corpus ever available. In this fourth
edition, Garner has made extensive use of corpus linguistics to include ratios of
standard terms as compared against variants in modern print sources. No other
resource provides as comprehensive, reliable, and empirical a guide to current
English usage.

For all concerned with writing and editing, GMEU will prove invaluable as a
desk reference. Garner illustrates with actual examples, cited with chapter and
verse, all the linguistic blunders that modern writers and speakers are prone to,
whether in word choice, syntax, phrasing, punctuation, or pronunciation. No
matter how knowledgeable you may already be, you're sure to learn from every
single page of this book.
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With more than a thousand new entries and more than 2,300 word-frequency ratios, the magisterial fourth
edition of this book-now renamed Garner's Modern English Usage (GMEU)-reflects usage lexicography at
its finest. Garner explains the nuances of grammar and vocabulary with thoroughness, finesse, and wit. He
discourages whatever is slovenly, pretentious, or pedantic.

GMEU is the liveliest and most compulsively readable reference work for writers of our time. It delights
while providing instruction on skillful, persuasive, and vivid writing. Garner liberates English from two
extremes: both from the hidebound "purists" who mistakenly believe that split infinitives and sentence-
ending prepositions are malfeasances and from the linguistic relativists who believe that whatever people say
or write must necessarily be accepted.

The judgments here are backed up not just by a lifetime of study but also by an empirical grounding in the
largest linguistic corpus ever available. In this fourth edition, Garner has made extensive use of corpus
linguistics to include ratios of standard terms as compared against variants in modern print sources. No other
resource provides as comprehensive, reliable, and empirical a guide to current English usage.

For all concerned with writing and editing, GMEU will prove invaluable as a desk reference. Garner
illustrates with actual examples, cited with chapter and verse, all the linguistic blunders that modern writers
and speakers are prone to, whether in word choice, syntax, phrasing, punctuation, or pronunciation. No
matter how knowledgeable you may already be, you're sure to learn from every single page of this book.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for previous editions:

"Really, really good... Thorough and timely and solid... Bryan Garner is a genius."
--David Foster Wallace, Consider the Lobster

"This is a thorough tour of the language-a major reference work-offering humane instruction in diction,
idiom, sentence structure, and much else."
--Wall Street Journal

"Any writing guide published today must compete with the work of Bryan Garner, whose Dictionary of
Modern American Usage set a new standard."
--Los Angeles Times

"Thorough, revered, authoritative, and altogether extraordinary."
-Gary Lutz & Diane Stevenson, The Writer's Digest Desk Reference

"Garner knows his stuff, and he's one of the least stuffy grammarians around."
--Arizona Republic

"Authoritative and indispensable."
--John R. Trimble, Writing with Style

"A magisterial work for language lovers."
--Arthur Plotnik, Spunk & Bite

"Garner, in this latest update, combines solid erudition, lucid explanations, and sharp, crisp, witty prose. It's a
can't-do-without reference book. You can just pick it up, open to any page, and start reading for guiltless



pleasure."
--San Diego Union-Tribune

"The one indispensable book on language published in 2016 is the fourth edition of Garner's Modern
English Usage... Mr. Garner writes with zest and clarity, and although he is an excellent chronicler (how has
the language been used?), he is a reliable counselor as well (how should it be used?). Mr. Garner's guide now
exceeds 1,000 pages and includes arrays of real-life example sentences, all duly cited. It is in many ways an
atlas of the English language." --The Wall Street Journal

"The best qualities of Garner's book are the inclusion of empirical data, including the language-change index
rankings and Google's ngram data. Also, the extensive use of quotations throughout the entries is especially
helpful to illustrate his points." --
inguist List

About the Author

Bryan A. Garner has been recognized as a pioneer across a wide range of fields, including English usage,
grammar, jurisprudence, legal advocacy, legislative drafting, transactional drafting, legal ethics, and legal
lexicography. He has written more than 25 books, many of them award-winning, including The Chicago
Guide to Grammar, Usage, and Punctuation; Garner on Language and Writing; Reading Law: The
Interpretation of Legal Texts and Making Your Case: The Art of Persuading Judges (both with Justice
Antonin Scalia); Garner's Dictionary of Legal Usage; Legal Writing in Plain English; The Elements of Legal
Style; The Winning Brief; and Ethical Communications for Lawyers. As editor in chief of Black's Law
Dictionary, he has re-researched and rewritten that book over the past four editions while becoming one of
the most widely cited legal writers in the world. He is Distinguished Research Professor of Law at Southern
Methodist University and president of LawProse Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Salas:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Garner's
Modern English Usage suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Garner's Modern English Usageis the one of several books in which everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.



Milan Allen:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is actually Garner's Modern English Usage.

Ruth Davis:

Garner's Modern English Usage can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Garner's Modern English Usage
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
thinking.

Violet Murray:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Garner's Modern English Usage provide you with new experience in
studying a book.
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