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In Mercedes Lackey's Firebird, Ilya, son of a Russian prince, is largely ignored
by his father and tormented by his larger, older brothers. His only friends are
three old people: a priest, a magician, and a woman who toils in the palace dairy.
From them Ilya learns faith, a smattering of magic, and the power of love--all of
which he will need desperately, for his life is about to be turned upside-down.

The prince's magnificent cherry orchard is visited at midnight by the legendary
Firebird, whose wings are made of flame. Ilya's brothers' attempts to capture the
magical creature fail. When Ilya tries to catch the Firebird, he sees her as a
beautiful woman and earns a magical gift: the speech of animals.

Banished, the young man journeys through a fantastical Russia full of magical
mazes, enchanted creatures, and untold dangers. As happens in the best fairy
tales, Ilya falls in love with an enchanted princess, but to win her freedom will be
no easy task.
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In Mercedes Lackey's Firebird, Ilya, son of a Russian prince, is largely ignored by his father and tormented
by his larger, older brothers. His only friends are three old people: a priest, a magician, and a woman who
toils in the palace dairy. From them Ilya learns faith, a smattering of magic, and the power of love--all of
which he will need desperately, for his life is about to be turned upside-down.

The prince's magnificent cherry orchard is visited at midnight by the legendary Firebird, whose wings are
made of flame. Ilya's brothers' attempts to capture the magical creature fail. When Ilya tries to catch the
Firebird, he sees her as a beautiful woman and earns a magical gift: the speech of animals.

Banished, the young man journeys through a fantastical Russia full of magical mazes, enchanted creatures,
and untold dangers. As happens in the best fairy tales, Ilya falls in love with an enchanted princess, but to
win her freedom will be no easy task.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Mercedes Lackey never puts a foot wrong in this confident, funny fairy-tale adaptation. Tsar Ivan has eight
sons; all are brutes like himself except for happy-go-lucky, least-favored Ilya. Cast out through the
machinations of his jealous, competitive brothers, Ilya stumbles onto an enchanted castle, distressed damsels,
a garden of questing princes turned to stone, and the secret of the shapeshifting woman called the Firebird. In
love with a captive princess, Ilya enlists the Firebird and a charming, crafty vixen to help him battle the
sorcerer. But is settling down with a princess what "happily ever after" really means?

From Publishers Weekly
Taking a vacation from the Vale, the setting of her popular fantasy trilogies (Last Herald-Mage, Mage Winds
and Mage Storms), Lackey draws inspiration for her resonant new novel from classic Russian folktales. Ilya
Ivanovitch is the middle son of a self-proclaimed "tsar" who has put off selecting an heir, preferring to let his
eight sons thin their own ranks through constant, sometimes brutal, fighting. Ilya's luck takes a fateful turn
the day he sees the legendary firebird, a beautiful magical hawk with a woman's face and feathers made of
flame. The old stories say that once you've seen the firebird, you can never forget her, and you will never be
satisfied with a common life. Ilya realizes the truth of this when he begins to have strange dreams and then
discovers he can understand animal speech. Driven by curiosity, surviving by his wits (and through the help
of a few friends made along the way), he begins a journey that will bring him face to face with the
mysterious creatures of Russian folklore. Lackey's first standalone novel since Sacred Ground (1994) is a
charming coming-of-age tale filled with earthy wit and magic.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA. A coming-of-age fantasy that will delight Lackey's many fans. Here, the author transports readers to a
medieval Russian world based on the folktale of "The Firebird." Ilya Ivanovitch is beaten and teased by his
ruffian brothers and ignored by his father, a boyar or Russian prince, whose singular concern is his stolen
cherries. While trying to catch the thief, Ilya Ivanovitch is unknowingly cursed just by glimpsing at the
Firebird, which is half maiden and half bird. During his brother's prewedding boar hunt, the young man gets
lost, but becomes much wiser as the enchanting adventures unfolds. Now, animals, aware of his "touch"
from the Firebird, begin to speak to him. His newfound friends return favors helping him conquer the evil
Katschei, a feat that was impossible even for the mightiest of warriors. This fast-paced fantasy will be hard
to put down, not just for the plot but also for the powerful way the author has woven a memorable
tale.?Bobbi Thomas Skaggs, Robinson Secondary, Fairfax County, VA
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

In other case, little folks like to read book Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book 1). You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book
1). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find



yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Esther Cunningham:

The book Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book 1) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book 1)?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Firebird (Fairy Tales,
Book 1) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Belinda Smith:

Here thing why this particular Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book 1) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book 1) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book 1). It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book 1) in e-book can be your option.

David Cormier:

This Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book 1) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Firebird (Fairy Tales, Book 1) in your
hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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